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Arts Festival Full of Spaghetti

Colorado ski trip Filled with Challenges
Alec Simon

      On Thursday, February 16th, 39 Covington 
Catholic students, teachers, and parent chaper-
ones left after school to go to Winter Park, Col-
orado, for the Colorado Ski Trip. The ski trip 
was 3 days long and occurred over Presidents’ 
Day weekend. The Ski Colonels left on a bus 
to the Indianapolis Airport and then flew into 
Denver, taking a bus from Denver to Winter 
Park. Unfortunately, there were a few obstacles 
that the Ski Colonels had to overcome. The bus 
ride to Indianapolis ended one mile short of 
the airport because the bus broke down, so the 
Colonels had to pile into 8 taxis to get to the 
airport on time. They made the flight with time 
to spare, and arrived in Denver at 10 PM. 

 On the ride to Winter Park from Den-
ver, the Colonels stopped at a grocery store 
to get snacks and breakfast for the following 
3 days. After the stop for food, the bus broke 
down once again in the middle of the Rocky 
Mountains. The Colonels had to wait for an-
other bus to pick them up, and they eventually 

got to their condos in Winter Park at 5 AM. 
The Colonels stayed in the condos with other 
students in their grade and a parent chaperone. 

With all of the troubles that took place, the Col-
onels stayed calm and collected and looked for-
ward to spending the next 3 days on the slopes. 
       After a late arrival, the Ski Colonels got 
to the slopes on Friday morning, and spent 
most of Friday, Saturday, and Sunday skiing 
and snowboarding. At the end of each night, 
the Colonels ate dinner together with the meals 
including pizza, barbecue sandwiches, bar-
becue chicken, and homemade Skyline Chili. 
After dinner, the Colonels went into town and 
shopped for souvenirs and other goodies. The 
Colonels attended Mass on Saturday night and 
filled the small church to the brim. After a long 
3 days of skiing, the Colonels endured a long 
day of traveling home on Presidents’ Day, and 
thankfully had no troubles. The Colonels left 
their condos at 10 AM, and flew back to India-
napolis at 3. They arrived at the Indianapolis 
airport at 7 PM, and returned back to CCH at 10 
PM. The Ski Colonels would like to thank the 
teachers and parent chaperones that went on the 
trip, because without them the trip would not 
have happened.

Gunnar Schuh

 The Spaghetti Dinner is a fund-raiser at Covington Catholic for the arts. These include art class, Chamber 
Choir, band, and graphic design. Guests at this can go to see any of these fine arts. 

 Art from all the art classes is on display in the hallway for everyone to see. Most of these are from art stu-
dents that are upperclassmen, as they have been there the longest because they are generally more knowledgeable 
in art and their art is generally more appealing.

The Chamber Choir performed early in the multi-purpose room. The band had 
their special corner near the Spirit Shop and played a few songs throughout the evening. 
Some of the solos in Chamber Choir included David Reisiger, Andrew Mullen, Casey 
Nowak, Cameron Berling, Danny Matos, and Anthony Best.

Graphic Design also had their work dis-
played on the first floor. Their work was displayed near 
the Spirit Shop as well.  This class is usually a big at-
traction to viewers because of all of the advancing technology in the modern world.

The Spaghetti Dinner helps raise money for the fine arts at Covington Catholic 
for up to date equipment and more shows. Guests almost always give good feedback 
about their experience at the din- ner because of the entertainment and attractions 
throughout the entire dinner.
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103.7 Talent show Arrival

Lego movie lives up to its hype

Kyle Brake

The Covington Catholic 
Journalism Class can get boring 
sometimes. Luckily, the current se-
niors in the class have come up with 
a solution. 103.7 The Talent Show is 
a talent show made by senior Will 
Breen. The radio station broadcasts 
to students throughout the journal-
ism room. Students are able to call 
in requests and the DJ, William C. 
Breen, currently goes to Coving-
ton Catholic high school. Music 
production has been Will’s passion 
ever since the station was created 
on February 5, 2017. Using popular 
music apps on the internet, Will cre-
ated a playlist which he plays dur-
ing Journalism class. 

 “I wanted to put a bunch of 
music on a playlist and be able to 
play the whole thing without any-
one saying, ‘this song stinks,” says 
Will Breen. Senior Ross Basford 
commented saying, “It’s good.” 
Clearly The Talent Show has been a 
huge success. 

 Class coordinator, Mrs. 
Ruth, had a chance to speak with me 
while she was making her rounds 
throughout class. Funny, Interest-
ing, and Clever were all words that 
she used to describe this ground-

breaking use for classroom materi-
als. Now when students come into 
Journalism, they are greeted with 
good, quality, throwback music 
which puts them in the mood to 
work and be productive. 

 “103.7 seems like the only 
radio station that is acceptable to 
play in the workplace. This radio 
station plays relaxing music which 
you can tune in or tune out of and, 
everyone seems to like it. I listen to 
other radio stations occasionally... 
but this one is my favorite,” ex-
claims Andrew Mullen. Andrew is 
a fourth year member of Covington 
Catholic High School and with the 
help of this radio station, he is able 
to focus on his school work and 
eventually become a doctor.  

 “This station plays the same 
songs over and over and over. Not 
just on a weekly basis but forever, 
they just keep playing the same 
songs, and never change,” says 
Hudson Henry. Will Breen responds 
with a statement saying, “103.7 The 
Talent Show was created to provide 
fun entertainment for all parties lis-
tening. We here at the station have 
taken the actions required to put 
more songs into the playlist in order 
to make your listening experience 
more pleasurable.”

Nathan Bir    
 Arrival is a brilliant movie 
featuring some great acting talent 
like Amy Adams (Man of Steel, 
Enchanted) Jeremy Renner (Aveng-
ers, Mission Impossible) and For-
est Whittaker (Rogue One). This 
movie revolves around translator 
Louise Banks (Adams) and scien-
tist Ian Donnelly (Renner) as they 
try to uncover what the mysteri-
ous alien race who just arrived on 
earth wants before its too late. This 
movie has a great atmosphere and 
has secured 8 Oscar nominations, 
including one for the coveted best 
picture. This movie does a great job 
with the whole mystery surround-
ing the aliens arriving and the real 

way people on earth would respond 
to such a threat, including riots and 
almost nuclear war with the aliens 
without really understanding the 
language. The movie brings the 
tension to almost insane amount of 
tension before going full crazy sci-
fi with an insane ending. The movie 
never wore out its welcome even 
with its 2-hour run time and never 
ruined the whole mystique sur-
rounding the aliens. 

 This was a phenomenal  
movie, and I will recommend it to 
anyone who is interested in the sci-
fi or just interested in well written 
movies.

Alex Shelton

The LEGO Movie was re-
leased on February 7, 2014, and af-
ter recently watching it, it has lived 
up to the hype. This movie was not 
only a hit with so many children 
across the country, but also their 
parents who accompanied them to 
the theatres. This harmless, yet en-
gaging, movie has a little bit of ev-
erything for everyone: moments of 
intense, serious times, moments of 
pure and genuine comedy, and mo-
ments of sad, melancholy obstacles. 
No matter what you are looking for 
in a movie, The LEGO Movie has 
it all and then some for the whole 
family. 

 Emmet, the main character 
in the movie, is just an ordinary 
LEGO who is at the wrong place 
at the wrong time. Mistakenly, Em-
met is labeled as the Special and is 
responsible for saving the world. 
Banded with many other LEGOs, 

Emmet and the fellowship are re-
sponsible for stopping the evil forc-
es and saving the world. Emmet has 
never done anything this bold and 
courageous in his life. Day to day, 
Emmet lived his life out of an in-
struction manual. When his instruc-
tion manual no longer is useful to 
him and it is out of the question, he 
is forced to make is own decisions 
and make them fast. With the whole 
world on his shoulders, Emmet 
must man up, outsmart his enemies, 
and overcome his fears.

 I highly recommend watch-
ing The LEGO Movie and find 
out how, if, who, and why Emmet 
saves the world. He is plagued with 
a mighty task, but is the kind of 
guy that will give it his best. This 
movie will be a great one for the 
entire family, for family night, date 
night, to pass the time at work, or 
in school. This movie has it all and 
will definitely engage you and pull 
you in from the start. 

Alex Shelton

 Covington Catholic, year 
in and year out has competed and 
achieved a great deal for their writ-
ings and speeches. This year, in the 
Shakespeare Competition, CCH had 
students present from many grades. 
Jude Kiely, Michael Hentz, Harri-
son Farrar, Connor Furnish, and Se-
bastian Ghering all represented the 
sophomore class. The juniors were  
Julian Chapman, Paul Couch, Sam 
Schuh, and Michael Schaefer. And 
finally, the seniors included Benny 
Gerdes, Logan Franxman, and Ja-
cob Dressman. 

 The students did a great 
job, but only one could represent 
the school.  Jude Kiely prepared 
for the competition at Cincinnati’s 
Playhouse in the Park. CovCath 

sophomore Jude Kiely represented 
the Colonels in a grand fashion. 
This competition, in fact, was the 
first time that Jude competed with a 
Shakespeare piece. Jude impressed 
Mrs. Ruth, the head of the CCH 
English and drama department. “He 
did his best; I was impressed by his 
transition from good to great,” Mrs. 
Ruth exclaimed. 

 Along with Jude Kiely and 
Covington Catholic, other schools 
represented were Anderson High 
School, NDA, Mother of Mercy, 
Campbell County, SPCA, and Si-
mon Kenton. NDA was represent-
ed by Emma Duerstock. Together, 
Emma and Jude represented the 
Park Hills community. 

 The competition was an-
other success for Covington Catho-

lic this year, and 
the students, Mrs. 
Ruth, and our 
school our excit-
ed for what next 
year’s competition 
brings.  

English Dept. Holds 
SHakespeare 

Competition



One Acts Keep ‘Em Laughing
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Sam Zimmerman                            

 One Acts was a special per-
formance of one act comedy skits 
directed by the students. The Febru-
ary weekend show was 70 minutes 
long of comedy. There was 8 differ-
ent performances, where each one 
consisted of student directors and 
performers. This was the first time 
the drama department tried a Black 
Box Theater.  A Black Box Theater 

is where the audience sits on the 
stage with the actors and makes the 
skits feel personal. The Black Box 
Theater was a huge success, and the 
audience love it.

 The first one of the night 
was A Comedy Tonight, which was 
based off of the musical, A Funny 
Thing That Happened on the Way to 
the Forum. It was the only song and 
dance of the night to lead in all the 

skits.  The second skit 
was a brief scene from 
The Complete Works of 
William Shakespeare 
Abridged. It was based 
on a Romeo and Ju-
liet excerpt. Next was  
The Tarantino Varia-
tion, a crowd favorite 
with.  guns pulled on 
the other criminal at a 

stand still.  Words, Words, Words, 
a skit about 3 monkeys stuck in a 
laboratory, talked to each other 
about their experiences. Grace Cac-
cavarri, Rosie Moloney, and Joseph 
McFarland did some amazing mon-
key impressions.   The Dentist, a 
famous skit written by Carol Bur-
nett, brought laughs all around.  The 
Actor’s Nightmare, with freshman 
Nick Namyar kept the audience in 
stitches. Sure Thing, where a couple 
keeps replaying their date until they 
get it right, showed us Bryan Wal-
ter’s comedic talents. And last but 
not least, Spartans from Saturday 
Night Live, showed the cheerelead-
ing talents of Fiona Blackburn and 
Emma Lange. This skit consisted 
of cheerleaders cheering at a chess 
match of all places.   

 So many favorites, no one 

Sophomores See Playhouse’s Around the World

Alex Shelton

 Tiffin University’s music 
groups Higher Ground and Up in 
the Air visited Covington Catholic 
in late February and performed for 
many students. Both groups im-
pressed all the Covington Catholic 

students and did it with no help of 
instruments; the Tiffin music groups 
are A Cappella. For those of you un-
versed in terminology, that means 
using only the voice to make all the 

necessary sounds to create the song.   
Both Higher Ground and Up in the 
Air do anywhere from 50 to 70 
shows a year; Covington Catholic 
was luck enough to be one of those.

 Higher Ground, a group 
consisting of nine girls, performed 
first. The girls came from all differ-

ent backgrounds and dif-
ferent parts of the coun-
tries. The special thing 
about this group is that 
few of these girls actu-
ally major in music. Two 
of the nine girls in Higher 
Ground were studying 
music. The other seven 
were doing this strictly 
for their passion and love 
for music. Higher Ground 
performed music from 
top artists and bands like 
Beyoncé, Red Hot Chili 

Peppers, and Mary Mary. 

 Up in the Air, a group that 
has been in existence for more than 

A Cappella Group visits Chamber Choir

Gunnar Schuh

 The sophomores recently 
were treated to the play based on the 
book, Around the World in Eighty 
Day by Jules Verne. I talked to a 
couple sophomores about the play 
and they seemed to really enjoy it. 
Mrs. Ruth also seemed to enjoy the 
play. 

 Michael Bishop said the 
play was intriguing and his favor-
ite character was Phileas Fogg. Mr. 
Bishop said he thought it was funny 
how there were only three actors, 
but each of them played multiple 

characters. 

The three actors were Can-
dice Handy who played Passepar-
tout, Koray Tarhan who played the 
role of Fix, and George Bull who 
took on the role of Fogg. Each of 
these actors were from the Play-
house in Cincinnati.

Overall, I received some 
great feedback from the sopho-
mores. The play seemed to really 
be entertaining and an overall good 
time. 

could pick just one favorite.  Over-
all, the night was successful and 
filled with a lot of laughter. 

22 years, is older than most of its 
members. Composed of nine mem-
bers, Up in the Air also impressed 
the majority of Covington Catholic 
students. In this group, four of the 
members are participating in a ma-
jor related to music, resulting in the 
other 5 doing it for their love and 
passion for music. Up in the Air’s 
hit song was one of their originals, 
“Surrender”, which was written by 
their director, and it was a fan favor-
ite. CovCath senior Ross Basford ex-

claimed, “I think it is so cool how 
they can do so much with nothing 
(instruments).” 

 Covington Catholic was 
fortunate to have Tiffin University 
and their music groups visit us at 
school, and we thank them for giv-
ing up their time and talents to us. 



Corps of Cadets
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Alum Grant Guess Addresses Students on Failure

TEAMS TRY HARD
Air Force Museum

Andrew Mullen

 Last Thursday, Feb-
ruary 16th the annual Aca-

demic Awards took place 
in the gymnasium. Some of 
Covington Catholic’s top 
tier students were awarded 

for their ded-
ication in the 
classroom.

 To receive 
r e c o g n i -
tion for this 
prestigious 
award, a stu-
dent must 
have over 
a 3.6 GPA 
and no grade 
lower than a 
70 for a full 
a c a d e m i c 

Luke Lonnemann  
 The Corps of Cadets 
is for Colonels who are in-
terested in doing military 
activities and learning in 
detail about what all goes 
on in the military.  Mrs. 
Jill Franxman is the current 
moderator, and her son, Lo-
gan, is a senior who was one 
of the original founders of 
the Corps of Cadets. There 
are 11 current members, and 
they do various things for 
Covington Catholic, includ-
ing introducing the colors of 
America at the beginning of 
services for school.

 In November, the 
Corps of Cadets worked 
with the Army National 
Guard on how to shoot 
paintball guns and different 
kinds of exercise on how 
to hold and maneuver with 
weapons the way the mili-
tary does it. In December, 
they had the Toys for Tots 
drive, raising money for 

unprivileged kids so they 
could have toys for Christ-
mas. They ended up collect-
ing well over $1,000, and 
delivered that to the Nation-
al Guard Post in Cincinnati.  

 A recent event for 
the Corps of Cadets was go-
ing to the National Museum 
of U.S. Air Force in Day-
ton, where they also went in 
December. This museum is 
the history of aviation, and 
it includes the planes used 
throughout all wars. It has 
all presidential aviation, 
space shuttles, and it is open 
to everyone.

 The Corps of Cadets 
is open to any Colonel who 
is interested in finding more 
about our military and dif-
ferent branches of it. It is 
a high honor to be in this 
organization, talk to senior 
Logan Franxman if you 
would like to join. 

Jacob Sander

 Tuesday, Febru-
ary 28th the annual Tri-State 
T.E.A.M.S. Competition took 
place at the prestigious Uni-
versity of Cincinnati. This 
competition draws the best 

of the best in subjects such 
as math, chemistry, biology, 
biochemistry, physics, bio-
physics, and genetic sciences. 
Covington Catholic put three 
teams into this competition 
from sophomores to seniors. 
The stand out intellectual Mike 
Finke wrote an exhilarating 
essay on the transformation 
of Kentucky’s nonrenewable 

to renewable energy. His pro-
posed plan includes the build-
ing of only 119 dams and is an 
estimated $220 billion. Mike 
says that his essay “will rank 
among the upper eschelon of 
the competition, far surpassing 
Harvard wannabe Mr. Briede.”

 Highlights of the com-
petition included a con-
glomeration of “mindless 
students complaining how 
hard the multiple choice 
was,” commented Presi-
dent Briede. The entire 
sophomore team com-
peted for the first time. 

CCH sophomore stand-out 
Jackson Sora said, “It was a 
good experience and we’ll 
be back next year.” Hart-
man, on the brink of tears, 
said, “This is the first time 
in 26 years that we have not 
brought home a trophy.” 
He also insisted, jokinginly, of 
course, that all of the students 
walk home after an embarrass-

ing defeat. There 
were many posi-
tives during the 
competition that 
signified our Blue 
Ribbon status. For 
example, the se-
nior team put forth 
an excellent design 

year. Over 150 students had 
the qualifications for this 
award.

 2012 graduate 
Grant Guess gave a keynote 
speech on the concept of 
how to succeed. Guess hit 
the topic hard explaining 
how one must experience 
failure to truly experience 
success.

 Seniors Griffin 
Lamb and Joe Suetholtz 
were also honored for at-
tending the Governor’s 
School for the Arts this 
summer as well as Mark 
Briede, Logan Franxman, 

and Benny Gerdes 
for the attending 
the Governor’s 
Scholars Pro-
gram.

 A r o u n d 
25 students were 
recognized for 
Scholastic Writ-
ing Awards in-
cluding senior Alex Shelton. 
He said about the award, “I 
had the privilege of receiv-
ing a prestigious honorable 
mention for a poem I wrote. 
This award truly shows how 
blessed we are at Covington 
Catholic with our teachers 
especially with Mrs. Diane 

Ruth.”

 Students were re-
warded with a continental 
breakfast after the awards.

for a functioning robot arm 
that did exceptionally well.

 Overall, the 
T.E.A.M.S competition gave 
some underclassmen experi-
ence for next year. The seniors 
went out with a bang, all com-
peting well at their last com-
petition. Reflecting on his last 
competition Mike Finke said, 
“I never really realized the 
significance of the entire ex-
perience until it was gone; the 
T.E.A.M.S competition just 
means so much to me, since 

my dad is an engineer and my 
mom is a math teacher, It has 
been a fundamental part of 
my life, and hopefully all of 
my children with also become 
team scholars such as myself.” 
Congrats to our Colonels!



Sweet Valentines
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Punxsutawney Phil, 
Where are you?

Juniors attend Leadership 
Seminar

miss the Lunar fun?

Did You Know These Facts?
Luke Lonnemann 

 Valentine’s Day takes place every year on February 14. The day 
is about all the happy couples celebrating their love, while all the single 
people out there feel bad about themselves. Many people give their signifi-
cant other cards, chocolates, gifts, or flowers. People usually scramble at 
the last second to spend the day with a special “valentine.” This day dates 
all the way back to the 5th century, and is named after a Christian martyr. It 
originated in the Roman Holiday Lupercalia. 

Some interesting facts about Valentine’s Day you may have not known:

-About one billion Valentine’s Day cards are exchanged each year

-It is the second largest seasonal card sending time of the year (behind 
Christmas)

-King Henry VII declared February 14th the official holiday of St. Valen-
tine’s in 1537

- More than 35 million heart shaped boxes of chocolate are bought on the 
day

-73% of flowers on Valentine’s Day are purchased by men, while the other 
27% is women

-15% of U.S. women send themselves flowers on the day

-The average number wedding proposals on Valentine’s Day is 220,000

Valentine’s Day is a special day if you have someone special in your life. 
You can still make it a special day by spending it with friends or family.

Alec Simon

      On February 10th and 11th, a 
penumbral lunar eclipse occurred. 
A lunar eclipse can only happen on 
a full moon, and can 
only happen when 
the sun, Earth, and 
moon are perfectly 
lined up. They oc-
cur when the Earth’s 
shadow blocks the 
sun’s light, which 
reflects off of the 
moon. A total lunar 
eclipse lasts a couple 
hours for the whole 
event. The moon may turn red or 
copper-colored during the eclipse. 
The red moon is possible because 
while the moon is in total shadow, 
some light from the sun passes 
through Earth’s atmosphere and is 
bent toward the moon, other col-

ors in the spectrum are blocked and 
scattered by Earth’s atmosphere. 
      There are three types of lunar 
eclipses: total, partial, and penum-
bral. The total eclipse is when the 

Earth’s full shadow 
is cast on the moon. 
The moon does not 
completely disap-
pear from the shad-
ow, but it will be cast 
in an eerie darkness. 
In the partial eclipse, 
the sun, Earth, and 
moon are not per-
fectly aligned, and 

the Earth’s shadow appears to take 
a bite out of the moon. During the 
penumbral eclipse, the moon is in 
the Earth’s outer shadow. This type 
of eclipse is very hard to spot be-
cause it is so faint. The next lunar 
eclipse is on August 7th 2017, and it 
is a partial eclipse.

Zach Michels/Justin Haacke

 On Friday, February 3rd, four juniors attended the 5th annual Great-
er Cincinnati Leadership & Ethics Seminar. The juniors that attended this 
were AJ Mayer, Kameron Butler, Owen Piatt, and Patrick Seibert. They 
went to the Springdale Nazarene Church in Cincinnati. These Colonels 
learned how to improve their leadership abilities by identifying and using 
personal values to make smart choices in difficult situations as well as de-
veloping leadership skills. The speakers at the seminar were all graduates 
from West Point, the finest leadership institution in the nation.  All of the 
speakers were from command positions and spoke on their personal ex-
periences.  The lecture ran from 7 to 3pm.  All four of the Colonels spoke 
highly of the seminar with the useful information.  Owen Piatt said, “he 
was blessed to have the opportunity and thanked the officers who spoke.” 
Hopefully, these young men can take away some leadership techniques to 
use right here at CCH.  

Matthew Thiel

This year Groundhog Day 
was on February 2, 2017. Punx-
sutawney Phil is known as the 
groundhog that predicts the up-
coming weather. The whole town 
of Punxsutawney, Pennsylva-
nia, throws a huge celebration for 
Groundhog’s Day. Essentially, 
Groundhog’s Day is when a ground-
hog, Punxsutawney Phil, comes out 
of his home, and if it is cold he goes 
back inside, and if it is warm he 
stays outside. If he goes inside, it is 
supposed to mean six more weeks 
of winter. If he stays outside, there 
is supposedly six weeks of extra 
spring. This year Phil went back in-
side meaning more winter.

 However, this year Phil is 
wrong. Spring seems like it has 
begun the earliest in recent mem-
ory. Last year, Phil stayed outside, 
and it was a huge winter last year. 
Is Groundhog’s Day merely just a 
gimmick? Yes and no. Today’s ev-
er-changing weather gives the cute 
little rodent a tough task of actually 
knowing what the weather is going 
to be. Out of all of the Groundhog’s 
Days recorded, Phil has seen his 
shadow and went inside 107 times 
and stayed outside 17 times. Accu-
weather says Phil has been correct 
about his predictions 80% of the 
time. Regardless of your views of 
Groundhog’s Day, it is fun to see 
what ole’ Punxsutawney Phil has to 
see.

Austin Wilson 

 The Academic Team hosted the regional finals February 24th-25th 
at CCH. The Colonels have had a rough regular season, ending with a re-
cord of 5-5. But that is not stopping the members of the team from trying 
to achieve their goal. Matthew Franxman is one of the leaders on the team 
and he said, “Yeah our record is 5-5, but this is our first year in Division 1 
so we are playing much bigger schools at better competition. I have a good 
feeling about this weekend though. We have a chance to make a deep run.” 
It is always great to hear your leader has high hopes and confidence. 

 The team is coached by Stuart Thaman. After a successful season 
last year and a District title under their belt the team got moved up one di-
vision for this year. They practice at least one day a week for an hour, and 
have matches every Tuesday.  I spoke with Mr. Thaman about the team this 
year and how he feels about hosting the tournament.  He said, “Our regular 
season was a little underachieving compared to last year but that is okay. 
We actually moved up a division this year so we are playing better compe-
tition. Even though our record is not very good, the kids come in and try 
to get better and they have fun doing it. Having the regional tournament at 
CCH this year gives a little bit of home court advantage. This is where we 
practice and we are used to the way things are set up here. I’m hoping we 
can make a run for the regional title this weekend”

 The Academic Team placed 4th in that regional tournament, Cap-
tain Matthew put up a stellar performance leading his team to a fourth 
place finish and ended up with a Trophy for it! Overall, the Colonels had a 
great season and will look to improve next year! 

Academic Team Hosts Region
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An Interview with CFO Mike Schlotman

Dorning 
Supply Co.

7350 Industrial Rd.
Florence, KY 41042

525-0666

Alex Shelton

 St. Elizabeth Healthcare 
honored Covington Catholic senior 
Blake Cecil with the “Unsung Hero” 
Award Wednesday night, March 1st, 
when our basketball team faced 
off against Dixie Heights in the re-
gional opener. The “Unsung Hero” 
award is given to a member of a 
sports program who puts in a great 
deal of commitment, dedication, 
and effort, but is not always recog-
nized for it. Blake Cecil embodies 
what this award represents. Blake 
has been a manager for the CovCath 
basketball team for 4 years. Along 
with that, he was a manager for the 
football team for two seasons. The 
CovCath basketball program would 
not be the same without Blake. 

 Coach Scott Ruthsatz real-
izes that, saying, “Blake is a team 
first, do it all, kind of guy. What-
ever he needs us to do, he will do 
it. Nowadays, he does it before we 
even ask.” It is no secret around 
CCH that Blake Cecil is the man 

behind the success of the basketball 

program. Whether it is filming the 
games, monitoring the nutrition and 
hydration of players, preparing and 
assisting in player recovery, and 

maintaining the up-
keep of the gym and 
locker-room, Blake 
does it all. 

 Although labeled as 
a manager, the play-
ers on the basketball 
team do not view 
him that way. Senior 
guard Cole VonHan-
dorf added, “Blake 
is one of the guys. 
Our job is easy. We 
just go out and play 
basketball. Blake 
has to do all the be-
hind the scenes stuff. 
I don’t know where 
we would be with-
out him.” Blake is, 
in fact, just that, one 
of the guys. During 
the basketball senior 

night, Blake was honored for all of 
his hard work and dedication to the 
basketball program. 

 Blake was nominated for 

Matthew Thiel

 Mr. Mike Schlotman is one of the most accomplished and distinguished graduates of Covington Catholic from the Class of 1979. Mr. Schlotman 
then went on to the University of Kentucky where he received his Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting. Mr. Schlotman started his career with Kroger in 
1985, and since then, Mr. Schlottman worked his way through the ranks eventually getting elected Chief Financial Officer of Kroger Company in 2003. 

Mrs. Jill Franxman, fellow classmate Zach Michels, and I got the chance to sit down with Mr. Schlotman and talk with him about some of his 
experiences. As a high school student who is interested in the field of business, I was excited at the chance to get to interview not only a CFO of a For-
tune 500 company, but also one of the most successful graduates of Covington Catholic. Mrs. Franxman asked most of the questions. Mr. Schlotman 
was asked how his high school experience prepared him for life, how his four years at CCH went, and what it was like moving up through the business, 
world among other things. The main thing I wanted to ask him was the things that separated himself from the competition. Mr. Schlotman told me to, 
“Be well rounded, have an A+ in common sense, and respect everyone the way you want to be treated.” This really stuck with me and I have been try-
ing to implement it in my life immediately.

Finally, I wanted to thank Mr. Schlotman for taking time to speak with us. He is obviously a very busy man with a lot to do, and taking time to 
speak with us is very nice of him. It shows what kind of man he is.

this award by Covington Catho-
lic athletic trainer Chris Unkraut. 
Blake won this award for his out-
standing commitment to his team 
and his school. Blake was excited 
to accept this award and happily 
added, “I have done my best for this 
team and hope that what I do and 
have done has helped them these 
last four years.” 

 Blake Cecil embodies what 
a Covington Catholic Colonel is 
and lives each day ‘With a Spirit 
that Will Not Die’. Blake plans on 
attending the University of Ken-
tucky next year to major in Engi-
neering and will be back at Coving-
ton Catholic one day to help out the 
program in any way possible. 



that’s my boy award

7 Student Life: In the Spotlight

Mr. Nobody intrigues the Viewers

Mock Trial Team Not Happy with Results

Ziegelmeyer Honored with National Award

Ryan O’Connell

 Covington Catholic has had 
an emerging extracurricular activ-
ity in the past two years known as 
Mock Trial.  Mock Trial is orga-
nized and ran by real judges that 
serve in Kentucky.  The trial is 
a simulation of a real court case 
where two schools face off, and 
each school has a prosecuting team, 
witnesses, and a defense.  Each 
school is assigned a court case that 
already happened in the U.S court 
system.  After the schools have 
presented their cases and defended 
they are evaluated by judges who 
then determine who won the case.

The Covington Catholic 

Mock Trial team competed on Sat-
urday February 18th against Dixie 
Heights High School.  CCH started 
off the competition by defending 

against Dixie’s young-
er team consisting of 
some middle school 
students.  The Colo-
nels’ defense won that 
section, but the whole 
overall team did not 
end up with a victory 
at the end of the day, 
but they hoped for a 
better result at the next 
competition

 The Mock Trial 
Team travelled to East-
ern Kentucky Univer-

sity this past Friday on March 3rd to 
participate in the State Tournament.   
The Colonels had a strong first 

Alex Shelton

 Covington Catholic senior 
Hunter Ziegelmey-
er has had the priv-
ilege to be honored 
and awarded the 
Northern Kentucky 
National Football 
Foundation 2017 
Brian Williams 
“That’s My Boy” 
Award. The award 
is named for Brian 

P. Williams, a former winner of 
the award and Covington Catholic 
graduate, who died in New York in 
the World Trade Center on Septem-
ber, 11, 2001. The award looks at 
three major aspects of a high school 
student-athlete’s life including ath-
letics, academics, and service. It is 
no secret that Hunter Ziegelmey-
er is one incredibly talented and 
gifted football player. Hunter will 
be playing Division 1 Football at 
Dartmouth University next season, 

an Ivy League institution. Hunter 
was ranked one of the best offen-
sive lineman in the state of KY and 
racked up numerous accolades and 
awards for his play on the field this 
season. 

 What some people may not 
have known until now is that Hunter 
excels in the classroom. Hunter is in 
the top 20 of his class, takes many 
honors and AP classes, and has re-
ceived many awards and scholar-
ships to universities for his aca-
demics alone. Playing Division 1 
Football at Dartmouth is an incred-
ible accomplishment, but being ac-
cepted and attending an Ivy League 
institution is an accomplishment in 
and of itself. 

 Ziegelmeyer does not stop 
there. Community service and giv-
ing back to the community is a big 
part of Hunter’s everyday life. Al-
though busier than most, Hunter 
makes it a priority to give back. Bal-

ancing school and football, Hunter 
also tutors students at his school, as 
well as other schools, has packaged 
food and gifts for the less fortunate 
during Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas, and also does some volunteer 
coaching for the freshman and Col-
onel Youth Football teams. 

 CovCath head football 
coach, Eddie Eviston, the 1997 
“That’s My Boy” award winner, 
added this, “We are so proud of 
what Hunter has accomplished 
here at Covington Catholic, on or 
off the field, and there is no one 
more deserving for this award.” 
Covington Catholic is going to 
miss Ziegelmeyer next season and 
school year when he goes away for 
school next fall. 

 Ziegelmeyer joins Brian 
Williams, Chad Cogswell, Tom 
Beechem, Patrick Van Sant, Troy 
Timmerman, and Sam Burchell as 

Jacob Kennedy

 What to do?  What to do? It is human nature to ponder many things in life, but above all, we question what to choose. Choices in our lives have 
an infinite number of consequences, results, repercussions, outcomes, aftermaths, conclusions, ends. These end results, if known, can heavily impact 
what choice we make; for example, if we had to choose between a chocolate donut and a glazed donut and we were allergic to chocolate, we would 
most certainly choose the glazed donut to avoid hypodermic shock. Imagine however, we had to choose which parent we would want to spend the rest 
of our lives with. This is exactly where Mr. Nobody takes off. 

 Nemo Nobody, as he is referred to in the year of 2092,  is too old to remember himself, and there are no records of him. A journalist comes to 
Nemo while he is lying in bed in the year 2092. The journalist asks Nemo to tell him about his life, and has a few questions of life before immortality. 

 As Nemo begins telling the journalist his journey through life a number of contradictions begin to unravel. Nemo does not simply tell the jour-
nalist of his life, rather all possible lives he could have lived, and may have lived. There are a bunch of underlining sub plots and possible twists, but 
those are for the viewer to find and make sense of.  

 Mr. Nobody is a phenomenal science fiction/ drama that is rated highly on my personal list of favorite movies. It is a great movie to watch with 
friends and ponder what life really is and what it means to the individual.  

round led by Kyle Crail who won 
the Most Valuable Lawyer Award.  
They continued to do well until the 
final round when one judge gave 
them far less points than they had 
received in rounds previously.  This 
caused Covington Catholic to fall 
to 3rd place behind Highlands who 
won the State Title.  Many have 
claimed the scores weren’t fully ac-
curate, and other teams even admit-
ted that the Colonels were ripped 
off.  Third place is still quite an ac-
complishment for a young team that 
brings back many lawyers for next 
year and they hope to get the cham-
pionship.

Covington Catholic student-ath-
letes to win this award. 
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Varsity Basketball

Winter Sports

JV Basketball
Undefeated Season

Freshmen Take Jack 
Kaelin Tournament

Jake Walter dunks one for the Colonels. 

Andrew Mullen

 The Varsity Basketball sea-
son has been one of many wins, re-
cords, and accomplishments. Led 
by senior Cole VonHandorf, the 
team is sitting with a record of 29-5 
and a 35th District Championship.

 Earlier this season, Von-
Handorf broke the school’s scoring 
record of 1,980 points against Ryle 
High School. The next game against 
Campbell County High School, 
Cole surpassed 2,000 points becom-
ing the first ever Cov Cath player to 
accomplish this feat.

 Leading scorer CJ Fredrick 
who suffered an ankle fracture ear-
lier this season returned to the line-
up a few weeks ago which added 
another scoring threat to the Colo-

nels’ lethal offense. A few games 
after CJ’s return, Indiana University 
Head Coach, Tom Crean, stopped 
by in Park Hills to watch the junior 
play. After the victory against Mad-
ison Central, CJ picked up an offer 
from Indiana to add to his offers.

 After running through the 
35th District, Coach Ruthsatz had his 
guys ready for the Regional Tour-
nament. The Colonels took down 
rivals Dixie and NCC in dominate 
fashion. On Monday night, March 
6th, the Colonels will face Cooper 
in the 9th Region Championship. 
Cov Cath won the first match-up 
by a score of 55-52. This will be 
the Colonels’ 5th straight regional 
championship appearance and are 
on the verge of a 3rd appearance to 
the Sweet 16 in the past 5 years. 

Zach Michels

 The Junior Varsity basketball squad finished an undefeated season 
with a record of 24-0. With first year coach, Ben Franzen, he did not take 
long to fit into the Colonels’ system as they were able to dominate through-
out the year. Coach Franzen spent the previous 3 years coaching for the 
Bluebirds from Ft. Thomas. Coming to his senses, Coach Franzen joined 
Cov Cath leading the Junior Varsity Colonels.

 Starting off the year the 
Colonels won an uncontested 
match against Williamstown 
64-15. Over the next month of 
November and December the 
JV Colonels won big matchups 
against schools such as Lexing-
ton Catholic, Elder, Louisville 
St. Xavier, and Moeller. In the 
first round of the regional tour-
nament the Colonels took down 
the Pioneers of Simon Ken-
ton 69-45. Taking down Coo-
per and Scott with ease the JV 
Colonels were able to advance 
to the regional finals. Without 
hesitation, the Junior Varsity 

Colonels flew past the anti-Colo-
nels from Dixie winning 62-30.

A Shot in the Regionals?

Ross Basford
The freshman Basketball Colonels are officially the 2017 Jack Kaelin 
Freshman Regional Tourna-
ment Champions. The Colonels 
had thier first game on February 
4th vs. Conner and won with 
ease.  In the second round, the 
freshman Colonels beat Cooper 
High School. The team contin-
ued their post-season push and 
won a big game against High-
lands.  The Colonels then faced 
the Dixie Colonels in the final 
game of the tournament.  The 
CCH Colonels smacked the Di-
xie Li’l Colonels 63-22.  It is 
safe to say our freshmen had no 
problem with the postseason.  
Jay Jackson, Grant Disken, and 
Mick Davin were named to the 
Jack Kaelin All Tournament 
Team.  

Colonel Crazies 
Support Winter 

Sports
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Archery Bowling State

Winter Sports

2nd Season Yields Confident Archers

Adam Zimmerman posts 
his shot at the KHSAA 

Tourney.

Cole Stava

 The Archery team’s season has been fairly successful so far as they 
have been able to place well in multiple meets. The team has been led 
by Carson Cawdell who is the future of the team. He averages a score of 
285. The other leaders of the team are Seniors Noah Davis, Josh Schultz, 
Josh Penrod, and finally Steve Metzger. The team is approaching the post 
season and has qualified for the NASP or the National Archery School 
Program. They also look to qualify for the KHSAA state meet. The team 
will be graduating four of their best five archers so the under classmen will 
have to step up next year to keep the team moving in the right direction. 
The team just received to grants from the NRA to get new equipment for 
next year. 

Nathan Bir

 The recently formed Cov Cath bowling team went down to state 
on February 9th and 10th. The team destroyed Regionals led by seniors 
Adam Zimmerman, Mark Briede, Joe Wuestefeld, and Jeff Huston and 
Luke Lonneman rounding out the team they had Jake Wigger, Tommy 
Smith, and Mike Reynolds. All-star Adam Zimmerman led the Colonels 
to the regionals victory impressively winning the individual competition. 
This helped the Colonels beat out the opposing team. Unfortunately, the 
same level of success could not be found down in Lexington. 

 Bowling has a unique form of scoring that many of our readers 
won’t know. The 8 members of the varsity bowlers take turns bowling the 
traditional 10 frames that most people know. However, once all 8 have 
bowled, they take the highest 3 scores and put them up against the high-
est scores of the opposing team. Whoever wins receives one point they 
proceed to do this to the best of 7 with the winner having to get 4 points. 
Then in state they bowl two Bakers game in which 5 players bowl only 
two frames and play 2 games for a possible two points. If you are the best 
you receive one additional point for getting the most pins down. At the end 
the person with the most pins win. Senior leader Adam Zimmerman said, 
“This was a great year to help the bowling program grow” This was yet 
another great year for the bowling team. 

 



Swim state
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Trash Talking their way through the Playoffs

Bringing Home 2nd again

Cole VonHandorf

 The Intramural Bas-
ketball League, also known 
as IBL, is a huge deal at 
Covington Catholic. More 
than 3/4ths of the students 
participate in IBL and that 
is why it is so competi-
tive. IBL is for grade levels 
freshmen through seniors 
who do not participate on 
the actual team. It does not 
matter if you are the best 
athlete in the school or have 
never played a sport before, 
you can sign up and get 
picked to a team. The IBL is 
the best intramural activity 
at Covington Catholic, and 
this season is shaping up 
to be interesting during the 
playoffs. 

 Team Burke is lead-
ing the way into the playoffs 
with the number one seed as 
they are the first game of 
the night on Sunday. Well 

expected, Team Burke blew 
out the 8 seed Team Witt 

83-59, with Pike leading 
the way with 30, and Appel-
mann close behind with 26. 
Building up to this week, 

Austin Wilson

 The Swimming and Diving team competed in the state tournament in late February in Louisville, 
Kentucky.  The Colonels finished second overall only behind the state powerhouse, Louisville St X, who 
has won the state title 26 years in a row. Even though they came in second place the Colonel community 
and the swimmers themselves are proud of everything they have accomplished.

 Throughout the weekend the Colonels had some outstanding individual and relay performances.  
Nick Smith was the State-Runner-up in the 200 Free & 500 free. Nick was named an All-American and 
also to the All-State Team. The 200 Free Relay team ( Elsbernd, Merse, Hanna, and Smith) placed second 
and the 400 Free Relay (Hanna, Novak, Knollman, and Smith) placed third. Ethan Hanna placed 7th in 
100 Back and 6th in 200 Free. Joey Novak placed 6th in 200 IM and 10th in the 500 Free. Pierce Knollman 
placed top 16 in 200 IM & 100 Back.

 The Swimmers and Divers did not come out on top, but they had some exceptional individual performances that they should keep their heads 
held high on. Will next year be the year they get back on top?  

the most highly anticipat-
ed game of the week was 

the #4 seed Maile 
against the #5 
seed Pieper. This 
game ended up 
being a big disap-
pointment as Team 
Pieper did not 
have enough play-
ers to show up as 
they had to forfeit 
with a final score 
of 23-2. The sec-
ond last game of 
the night included 
the #3 seed Merten 
against #6 seed 
Harmon. Looked 
down upon for 
most of the season 
was Team Harmon, 
which was just 
what they wanted. 

Team Harmon came out 
with the upset 54-51.Team 
captain Sammy Harmon 
tweeted after the game “ 

CHOKE, the official drink 
of Team Merten.”  Adam 
Schneider led the way with 
22, and Kam Butler with 16. 

Team Merten was not happy 
with the way their season 
ended. With the last game 
of the night at 8:15, the #2 
seed Gebhardt faced off 

against #7 seed Bradley to 
wrap things up. As expect-
ed, Team Gebhardt came 
out with a close win 63-

56. Team captain Mike 
Gebhardt led the way 
with 18 and both Blom 
and Danneman with 14.

 With only one upset 
on the opening week of 
the Junior IBL playoffs, 
there are still the three 
top seeds left, so the up-
coming week is antici-
pated to be extremely 
competitive. There will 
be a ton of trash talking 
throughout the week 
as the second week of 
playoffs approach. 
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Sophomores Bring the Buzzer Beaters

Wrestling Faces Season of Injuries

Alex Shelton

 IBL, formally 
known as Intramural Bas-
ketball League, is the most 
popular recreation at Cov-
ington Catholic. No matter 
what you are interested in, 
or who you hang out with, 
you probably play IBL. IBL 
is for students of all grade 
levels who do not partici-
pate in the actual basketball 
program here at CovCath. 
The special thing about IBL 
is that it does not discrimi-
nate. Whether you are the 
best athlete in the school, or 
someone who cannot walk 
and chew gum, you will en-
joy yourself playing IBL. 
IBL is a great way to meet 
new people, stay in shape, 
and have a little fun compe-
tition. 

 The Sophomore IBL 

season has been an event-
ful one. The athleticism and 
competition at the sopho-
more level is second to 
none. This season, we have 
seen buzzer-beater finishes, 
blowout wins, and even 
some dunks. Jack Coldiron, 

has thrown down multiple 
times this season, which 

Griffin Flesch

 The Covington Catholic wrestling team completed its fourth season recently. The 
team fields wrestlers at both the JV and Varsity level and is a no “cut” sport. Coach Alex 
Smith has done a great job so far getting the program off the ground and will surely see 
more success in the future. 

 This year, the team did not win the Region Championship and go to State but Ju-
nior Brett Lampe did qualify. With a record of 22-13, Brett qualified for the 2017 KHSAA 
State Wrestling Championship. The team is sure to see success in the near future as they 
are primarily led by sophomores and juniors and will continue to improve. The wrestling 
team is expected to be a force next year at Region and State. 

Wide-Eyed Freshmen with IBL season #1 finishing
Matthew Thiel

 It is that time of year 
again. The notorious Inter-
mural Basketball League 
has begun and is in full 
swing. Freshmen enter the 
gym wide-eyed with aspi-
rations of championships, 
but only a select few will 
accomplish such dreams 
in their coveted four years 
at Covington Catholic. 
Freshman IBL is a whole 
new being then other IBL. 
Many freshmen come in 
with athleticism and an ex-
treme amount of “rawness” 
to their game. But that is 

where these freshmen have 
the elite opportunity to re-
fine their craft, hone their 
skills, and potentially be-
come IBL legends!

 The Freshman IBL 
season has concluded 2 
weeks of play. Currently, 
there is a power struggle at 
the top. Teams Wagner and 
Bent, led by Jonah Wagner 
and Lincoln Bent respec-
tively, are currently unde-
feated in the regular season. 
Teams Gettlefinger, Ham-

gave his team momentum. 
Coldiron and his team, 
Team Porras, are heavy fa-
vorites heading into post 
season play, going in with 
the number 1 seed. Team 
Captain Porras added, “I’m 
excited about the playoffs 
and really don’t see anyone 
competing with us.”  

Team Porras (#1 Seed) 
faces off against the last 
seeded Team Kennedy, who 
has had their struggles this 
season, round 1 of the play-
offs. Team Flowers (#4) is 
a slight favorite over Team 
Dierig (#5) in what might 
be the game of the tourna-
ment. Team Huber (#6) has 
the task of playing #3 Team 
Morgan. Led by team cap-
tain Joe Huber, they are 
hoping to “pull off an up-
set because they are sleep-

ing on us” as Joe 
put it. 7th ranked 
Team Schroeder 
faces off against 
#2 ranked Team 
Welch in the first 
round of the play-
offs.

This sophomore 
IBL playoff, if 
anything like 
the regular sea-
son, will be a fun 
packed, eventful 
one. Although 
Team Porras is 
the dead set favor-
ite, do notbe sur-
prised if they are 
upset. They call it 
March Madness 
for a reason, you 
never know what will hap-
pen. 

lin, Schutte, and Thaman 
sit at 1-1. Bringing up the 
rear we have Teams Clark 
and Thelen. Some IBL su-
perstars that have been dis-
playing their skills include a 
couple of former St. Pius X 
panthers Jack Raisbeck and 
Luke Zimmerman. These 
guys have experience with 
winning from winning their 
grade school championship. 
Two other stars of IBL in-
clude captains Nick Get-
tlefinger and Jonah Wagner. 
These two guys have led 
their own teams to an unde-

feated record as of now. 

 IBL is always a 
great time of year. Not only 
is it a time to relive your 
grade school glory days and 
hoop with your buddies, but 
also a great way to compete 
and get exercise. But make 
sure to stretch, IBL is also 
known for having a surplus 
of injuries during the sea-
son. The teams are looking 
skilled and spry already, 
but only one team will get 
to have their picture taken 
for the yearbook and news-
paper. Only time will tell 

which team will come out 
victorious and which boys 
will be immortalized in the 
IBL record books forever. 



Senior Ibl
12

Jared Haught plays lock down defense against 
josh galvin.

Zach Michels knocks down a huge jumper over Ammo

Ben Schmitter

 The Senior IBL regular season ended the last week of February. 
The tournament is just around the corner and every team remaining has 
a shot to win the championship. There are 8 teams remaining and the 
captains include: Bishop, Tenhunfeld, Berling, Best, Haught, Dressman, 
Gerdes, and Thiel. Defending champs Haught is ranked 6th and will be 
up against 3rd ranked Dressman. Even though the seeds are in and some 
students think they are out of the contest, that should never be the case. 
Every year, some big upsets take place in the tournament ,so we will just 
have to wait and see what the case will be this year. Team Bishop had 
a strong start to the season but seems that they were losing momentum 
towards the end.

 The dates are in and the first round of the tournament starts on 
March 5th. The second round games are to be played on the 12th and the 
championship is on the 13th. So who will be the champion? Will it be 
number 1 ranked Bishop or an underdog like Team Berling?

Winter Sports

Spring Is 
on its way!  
Get Ready! 

Rent this 
space!
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