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Blue Ribbon Celebration

Alex Shelton

 Each year, Covington Catholic’s NEHS 
has a Veterans Day Assembly in which all stu-
dents, faculty and staff come together to learn 
about and show appreciation for all those vet-
erans that served. This was also a great op-
portunity to say thank you to the members of 

our faculty that 
also served, 
which include 
Mr. Bill Sny-
der, Mr. Rick 
Flesch, and 
Mr. Nick Ho-
van. 

 The Cov-
ington Catho-
lic community 
has done an 
incredible job 
honoring and 
making veter-
ans a priority. 
This  Veterans 
Day, CovCath 

welcomed Guy Gruters as the featured speaker. 
Gruters, raised in New Jersey, served in Viet-

nam, as a volunteer. Mr. Gruters engaged the 
Covington Catholic students by telling his story 
and life during the war. He discussed his highs 
and his lows, his fun times 
and sad times, his thank-
ful times and his desper-
ate times. Gruters was 
eventually captured and 
made a prisoner of war 
(POW) and remained one 
for 5 years and 3 months. 
This is really where his 
story began. 

 As a prisoner, 
Gruters experienced the 
harsh reality of war. While in a prisoner camp, 
in North Vietnam, he was treated as one would 
expect a prisoner to be treated. His living con-
ditions were rough, dirty, and cramped. Grut-
ers informed the students at CCH that six of 
the seven men in the camp that he knew, were 
tortured or abused to death. He claimed that 
the only reason he survived was his faith. God 
alone saved him. Mr. Gruters turned to the Lord 
when he had nothing else to turn to. 

 Guy Gruters was awarded more than 
30 combat medals, including two Silver Stars, 

two Distinguished Flying Crosses, Two Bronze 
Stars for heroism, and two Purple Hearts. His 
incredible talk to the CCH students helped Cov-
ington Catholic take a step back and realize how 
blessed they are and how much veterans mean 
to this country. We as a school, community, and 
country must continue to come together and 
support our veterans. Whether they choose to 
serve or not, each and 
every one of them has 
a story. Many of them 
have been through 
hell, and many did not 
live to see the day to 
talk about it. The brave 
men and women that 
served and continue to 
serve are the backbone 
of this country, and 
the harsh reality is you 
would not be reading 
this article without them.

 Thanks to NEHS for planning the 
event, the Corps of Cadets, the Chamber Choir, 
and most of all Mrs. Ruth for taking on this big 
task of organizing the entire affair.  

Gruters  Shares His Vietnam Experience

Ben Schmitter

 Covington Catholic held a Blue Ribbon 
ceremony December 5th. This is their second 
Blue Ribbon award since 2007. The National 
Blue Ribbon Schools Program recognizes pub-
lic and private schools based on their overall 
academic excellence and only 7,500 schools 
have been giv-
en this award. 
For Covington 
Catholic to re-
ceive two of 
these awards 
within a de-
cade is incred-
ible. 

 C o v -
ington Catho-
lic got their 

first Blue Ribbon award while Mr. Mike Clines 
was the principal, and within 9 years there were 
a lot of improvements. Some of the additions 
include: 40 new classes, new teachers and staff, 
and increased the academic level. Mr. Clines 
spoke about the various teachers that taught 
when he was here and was telling specific sto-
ries about each. Along with Mr. Clines, Cov-
ington Catholic invited Rep. Addia Wuchner, 
Rep. Adam Koenig, Mayor Matt Matone, Bish-
op Roger Foys, and Student Senator President 
Mark Briede.

 Mark Briede’s speech focused on how 
unique CCH is. He mentioned multiple stu-
dents who set great examples and the variety 
of young men we have. There really is no place 
like Cov Cath and the lessons we learn here 
will be with us for the rest of our lives. 

 The last to speak was Bishop Roger 
Foys and his speech was about the faculty. He 
talked about how the students are gaining so 
much from our teachers. They are the backbone 
of the school 
and without 
them it would 
not be nearly 
the same. At the 
end of the Bish-
op’s speech he 
talked about a 
day off and said 
he would grant 
us a day off 
during Catholic 
Schools Week.

 Another accolade for Covington Cath-
olic makes everyone in the community beam 
with pride.  



Nick Porras
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Art of the Film Offers More 

than a credit

Folk and Celtic in Enya

What’s Up with Kanye

Instant Thriller in Jason BOurne

Gunnar Schuh

 At Covington Catholic there 
is an elective class that students 
can take called Art of the Film. This 
class is taught by Mr. Ron Durham. 
Mr. Durham taught the same class 
at Lloyd High School, but came to 
Covington Catholic a little while 
back and has been teaching here 
for a while. Students learn about 
a multitude of genres of music in-
cluding classical, jazz, blues, and 
more. 

 Some of the favorites from 
students in the class include: “Ada-
gio for Strings,” “Symphony #1” by 
Mahler, and “Song for My Father.” 
These songs are all in the genres 
that were listed before.

 Students really learn to ap-
preciate the different types of mu-
sic in this class. Mr. Durham teaches 
by giving a visual aspect of learning 
by showing the students an orches-
tra or the artist of the music on the 
internet. 

 Students are shown a movie 
about the greats of jazz and blues 
called, Lightning in a Bottle.  Some 
of the artists in this movie are B.B. 
King, Buddy Guy, and Ruth Brown. 
A lot of the greats of jazz and blues 
that were still alive gathered at Ra-
dio Music City in New York to put 
on a show before some of them 
passed. Some of them said that 
they felt it was good for not only 
music, but for them because they 
mostly only see each other at fu-
nerals for their friends.

 Mr. Durham does an excel-
lent job at showing students the 
different types of music and how 
each is made with different instru-
ments. He also shows how past 
music relates to the music we have 
today. Students should take this 
class because it helps open the 
viewer’s mind to different types of 
music and makes the viewer more 
educated about the world of music.

Ryan O’Connell

 Enya is an Irish singer, 
songwriter, musician and produc-
er born into a musical family and 
raised in the Irish speaking area of 
Gweedore, Ireland.  She started her 
career when she was 18 and joined 
her family’s Celtic band on the 
keyboard and backup vocals.  She 
left the band in 1982 to pursue her 
solo career, which was arguably the 
smartest decision of her life.

 Enya released her debut 
album, Enya, debuted in 1987 and 
propelled her to get a record deal 
with Warner Music.  This jump-
started her career and gained her 
a decent amount of artistic free-
dom for her to release a top 10 hit 
“Orinoco Flow”.  Enya followed 
this hit with several more through-

out her years including getting a 
song, “May it Be” onto Peter Jack-
son’s The Fellowship of The Ring. 
Her biggest claim to fame was her 
song “Only Time’ which released 
in 2000, this song gained massive 
popularity and made her famous.  

 Enya’s music is a mixture 
of folk and Celtic music with an an-
gelic feeling to her songs because 
of her vocals.  Her songs make you 
feel like you are just at peace and 
floating outside of your body.  

Henry Toebbe

     The remainder of the Saint Pablo Tour put on by Kanye West was recently 
cancelled after the rapper had gone on a Pro-Trump rant and many other per-
sonal rants as well involving Hillary Clinton, Fashion, Beyonce, Jay-Z, and Mark 
Zuckerberg. Kanye went on these tangent rants just four songs into his concert. 
After the rants and the negative responses from the audience, Kanye became 
extremely frustrated and cancelled the concert immediately. 

 After only cancelling the Sacramento Concert on Saturday night, Kanye 
made the decision to cancel the rest of the Saint Pablo Tour that would have 
taken place throughout Dec. 31st. Friends of Kanye have said that he is sim-
ply too stressed out between his wife Kim Kardashion’s recent robbery at gun 
point while in Paris, his own tour, and keeping balance between his own fashion 
line and Adidas. Others believe that Kanye is slowly becoming insane. Monday 
morning after cancelling the Pablo Tour, Kanye West was admitted to the hospi-
tal for exhaustion and was not officially released for a week; however, Kanye still 
is receiving treatments and having required checkups with the hospital before 
his release. 

 Reports have said that Kanye’s mental health had been at an all-time 
low due to the wrong dosage of medicine to help deal with his mental health 
issues. Kanye denies this claim, but doctors and friends of his have said this as 
well as the robbery of Kim is what had his mind spiraling out of control. Kim and 
Kanye are currently not living together for the sake of their children. They do 
not believe Kanye should be interacting or involved with the child at the mo-
ment with all of these current conditions. The couple plans on moving in back 
together sooner than later but want to treat this situation in favor of their child 
rather than themselves.   

Griffin Flesch

The 2016 and newest installment of the Bourne Series directed by 
Paul Greengrass, Jason Bourne, proved once again to be an instant thriller 
full of action and adventure. The series starring Matt Damon now has five 
movies and has been extremely successful. In the series, Jason Bourne is 
an ex-CIA operative who is continually hunted by the CIA while trying to 
expose them for the various programs they have approved and monitored. 

  In the 2016 film Jason Bourne, Bourne is drawn out of hiding af-
ter one of his previous partners, Nicky Parsons, hacks the CIA’s server to 
recover files on Bourne and his troubled past in the agency in an effort to 
expose the program that has put him in hiding. As the movie progresses, 
Jason Bourne travels around the world, from Greece to Las Vegas, in an 
effort to clear his father’s name from the CIA operations used in previous 
movies as well as prevent the new program from being implemented. As 
he has done in the previous movies, Bourne is able to continually elude the 
CIA throughout the film. 

As a whole, the movie is closely related to the previous four movies 
in action and adventure and does not disappoint with excitement. Matt Da-
mon has once again done a tremendous job with the role of Jason Bourne 
and proves this movie is two hours of excitement you do not want to miss. 

Luke Lonnemann
 I recently watched Birdman, 
and I was impressed with what I 
saw. The movie is about a former 
popular actor’s struggle to become 
relevant again by making his own 
Broadway play. The main charac-
ter, Riggan Thompson, has prob-
lems connecting with his daughter, 
and he is the reason for it because 

he does not pay enough attention to 
her. The play faces many troubles; 
he has much difficulty keeping his 
director on the same page as him, 
he does not know who will fill cer-
tain parts of his play, and the cur-
rent actors he has are difficult to 
work with. On the first preview to 
the play, it is a disaster. See if Riggan 
and the rest of his crew can fix up 

the play before opening night, as he 
tries to make the play something the 
audience will never forget. 
 The movie stars Michael 
Keaton, Zach Galifianakis, Edward 
Norton, and Emma Stone. It won 
four Oscars in 2015, including Best 
Picture, Best Director, Best Writing, 
and Best Cinematography, and was 
nominated for an additional five. It 
was written and directed by Alejan-
dro G. Inarritu, who also directed 
The Revenant. Both of these film are 
similar in style in the way they film, 
and they both won the Oscar of Best 
Cinematography for it. Birdman is 
deserving of all the recognition it 

received from both the critics and 
fans.
 This film is quickly becom-
ing one of my all-time favorites, and 
as soon as I viewed this movie, I 
purchased it almost immediately. I 
loved all the stars in it, and the cam-
era work in it was breathtaking. An 
example of this was how the entire 
movie was a continuous shot, and 
there was only one cut throughout 
the entire course of the movie. If 
you have not seen this film, I would 
recommend that you see it, for al-
most everyone who watches it en-
joys it.

Check out Birdman
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Cole Stava

Thanksgiving has been an 
American tradition since the Colonial 
days. It began when the very first Pil-
grims who traveled all the way from 
England, had the first thanksgiving 
with the Indians they encountered 
when they arrived in the “New World”. 
It has since evolved into one of the big-
gest family-oriented holidays in the en-

tire world. 
It is a time 
when fami-
lies come 
together to 
give thanks 
for all that 
they have. 

 M o st 

families celebrate the holiday with a 
thanksgiving feast. Usually including 
turkey, stuffing, cranberries, gravy, 
bread roles, casseroles, and an assort-
ment of pies and desserts. This meal is 
the cornerstone of the holiday and the 
favorite meal of most people who cel-
ebrate. People will travel clear across 
the country to be with family and to 
eat this epic meal.

 From everyone at CCH and 
all of the members of the Journalism 
team we would like to wish you a very 
happy and plentiful Thanksgiving.

So, just what are people really thankful for in this festive time of the year when 
family gather.  Many families will gather at their tables for great meals, and before 
they dig into the amazing turkeys and hams, they share their thanks for so many 
things.  Here are some of the things CCH students/faculty are thankful for:

Justin Haacke:  my mom
Austin Wilson: life
Gunnar Schuh: my mom, she’s the best.
Mrs. Ruth: my job, and the fact that I can still be here at CCH 
Ross Bassford: education 
Jared Haught: family 
Joe Niehaus: food, glorious food 
Max Schrand: Covcath 
Hudson Henry: my comfortable bed 
Nathan Bir: caring teachers
Ben Schmitter: friends
Mrs. Ruth’s 7th bell English class: DGP forever, but mostly Mrs. Ruth
Mr. Andolina: God

Ross Basford 

Santa, Santa, please stop here. Fill our 
Christmas with joy and cheer! Only a 
few weeks until Christmas is here. It’s 
right around the corner, and it is time 
to make your Christmas list. I was re-
cently informed by Mr. Claus to get a 
list of some great Nik Naks and fun 
toys that CCH students would want. 
After hunting day after day for Santa, I 
constructed a Colonel Christmas Wish 
List.

Cole VonHandorf (Sr.) wants: new bas-
ketball

Ian Ward (Fr.) wants: Rubik’s Cube

Hudson Henry (Sr.) wants: a girlfriend

Luke Lonnemann (Sr.) wants: Fantasy 
Football championship 

Steve Schutt (Sr.) wants: soccer shin 
guards

Andrew Mullen (Sr.) wants: anything 
and everything Vineyard Vines

AJ Mayer (Jr.) wants: attention

Aiden Ruthsatz (Jr.) wants: Kyrie Ir-
ving jersey

Blake Shields (Jr.) wants: deck of cards

Harry Porras (So.) wants: 2 front teeth

Will Newman (So.) wants: chocolate 
chip cookies

Malachi Pike (Jr.) wants: a Build-a-
Bear

Mark Reitzes (So.) wants: a pet panda

Andy Molique (Fr.) wants: Beats by 
Dre

John Dietz (Jr.) wants: a hippopotamus 

Joel Schneider (Jr.) wants: Xbox One

Alex Shelton (Sr.) wants: more protein 
powder, long snapping instructional 
video, a pet horse

David Reisiger (Sr.) wants: soccer sea-
son tickets to Centre College

Bringing Toys to Good Boys and Girls Everywhere. . . 

Galvin Says 
Rent This Space
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Memorial mass
        Open house Successful
David Reisiger

 As another school year rolls around, that 
means another year of the Covington Catholic 
Open House comes around. Open House is a big 
day for the Covington Catholic community be-
cause it is really where we sell our product to 
incoming students that are truly undecided on 
their high school decision. 

 This year, the Covington Catholic Open 
House was held on Sunday, November 6. For 
the Open House, the school ambassadors are 
trained to take the newcomers on a tour around 
the school. This is where we really sell what we 
have here at CCH. The boys are dressed up in 
their white dress shirt, blue CCH tie, khakis, and 
dress shoes. Now, to the incoming students that 
are touring the school, it is not that flattering to 
many because most think that we have to wear 
our mass attire every day to school, but to the 
parents, it catches their eye. When the parents 
see a big group of young men dressed in uniform 
like that, a lot of times they want their son to be 
a part of something like Covington Catholic. There are around an estimated 100 families 
that come through Covington Catholic on the Open House day to see what we here at 
CCH have to offer. Cov Cath has 13 KHSAA approved sports, upwards of 40 clubs and 
organizations available for the students to join, and countless hours of community service 
that the students are encouraged to complete by the time they graduate. 

 When all is said and done, we here at Covington Catholic are excited for the fu-
ture, and what is to come from the Colonels. Covington Catholic is a special place, and 
will be looked at as one of the best high school’s in the state for many, many years to 
come. 

 

Andrew Mullen

 The annual Me-
morial Mass was held on 
November 3rd. Each year 
Cov Cath hosts a mass to 
remember loved ones that 
have some connection to 
the school and alumni who 
have passed away.

 In remembrance of 
past loved ones and alumni, 
family members are offered 
the opportunity to place a 
rose into a vase. This is al-
ways a nice gesture to offer 
to the families of deceased.

 The award-winning 
Chamber Choir also added a 
nice touch to the Mass. They 
sang songs “In This Very 

Room” and “You Raise Me 
Up” in remembrance of the 
past alumni.

 Senior Alex Shelton 
said on the memorial mass 
“Covington Catholic does 
an incredible job to remem-
ber those who have support-
ed and contributed to the 
community and I am proud 
to be a part of it”.

 The Memorial Mass 
is always such an important 
event here at Covington 
Catholic because it wel-
comes past people that have 
a connection with Coving-
ton Catholic.   

Justin Haacke

 On December 9th, 
the annual Christmas Con-
cert was held for the stu-
dent body.   It was a con-
cert for two schools, Notre 
Dame Academy and us.

 In the morning, our 
select choir, chamber choir 
and band classes all trav-
eled across the street to 
NDA to bless the ears of the 
women with their voices 
and instruments. In the af-
ternoon, the Pandatones, 
as they call themselves, 
came here. The concert was 

truly spectacular! 

 First, the band per-
formed Christmas pieces 
and the crowd went wild. 
After that, the select choir 
walked onto the stage and 
swept us off of our feet 
with their voices, but that 
was not all. The chamber 
choir (who just won Q102’s 
contest for the fourth year 
in a row) joined the stage 
with the select choir and 
they sang Christmas songs 
with incredible execution. 
Breathtaking solos were 
given by David Reisiger and 
Zach Michels, Cameron 

Berling, Andrew Mullen, 
Mason Kasella, and Danny 
Matos. And last but not 
least, the Pandatones took 
the stage, blowing us away 
with their voices. 

 At the end of the 
day, it was one of the best 
Christmas Concerts so far 
and everyone was put into 
Christmas Spirit! They also 
held separate band and 
choral concerts for parents 
and guests over that week-
end.  We are blessed to 
have such a music program.  

Good Luck 
Colonel 

Basketball 
Team 

in the 
2016-17 
Season

from the 
Mullens
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David Reisiger Wants 
You 

to Rent this Space

canned food drive
This one’s for Coach 

Blankenbuehler
Ryan O’Connell

 The Photo Club has been 
leb by Mrs. Diane Ruth for 25 years 
when she founded the club, and 
they have been to many locations 
to capture some of the finest pho-
tos of Northern Kentucky in that 
tenure.  The club also hosts an an-
nual photography contest for Cov-
ington Catholic students to have a 
chance to win a $100 award for the 
best picture.  

The Photography Club start-
ed its 2016 agenda by congregating 
before school and voting for their 
club officers and electing their pres-
ident.  The first outing for the club 
was in early September when the 
club went to the cathedral in Cov-
ington.  The young photographers 
tried to capture the incandescence 
of the magnificent old church with 
Mrs. Ruth guiding them to the per-
fect shot.  Once they were finished 
at the cathedral they went to the 
Art Museum to view some of the 

famous photos located there.  They 
also enjoyed the other forms of art 
such as paintings, sculptures, and 
other works at the museum.  Mrs. 
Ruth aims to inform her students 
on the arts, but not just exclusively 
photography.  

The club’s latest expedition 
was to Spring Grove Cemetery after 
the Superhike.   A cemetery that is 
known for its grandeur landscape 
and beautiful nature.  The cem-
etery is also home to some well 
sculpted monuments honoring 
different people of the Cincinnati 
area.  The cemetery is also home 
to some of the most different spe-
cies of trees in all of Northern Ken-
tucky.  The club aimed to capture 
some of this brilliant scenes with 
the lenses of a camera and that 
they accomplished.  “We went in 
memory of Ms. Blankenbuehler, 
who introduced us to the cemetery 
years ago.  I felt her near all that 
evening.” 

Nathan Bir    
 The Culture Club gathered 
this November 9th for a trip to 
Jungle Jim’s, a grocery store that is 
known for having food from all over 
the globe. After this they went for a 
bit to eat at the Mexican restaurant 
Frida’s, which celebrates the work 
of famed Mexican painter, Frida 
Kahlo. The restaurant is well known 

for its delicious tacos and the many 
works of Frida Kahlo that are hung 
in and on the building itself. This 
restaurants has been an interesting 
place to eat in Covington since its 
opening in August 2015. This rela-
tively new restaurants has been met 
with critic and commercial success 
citing community as the main rea-
son it’s doing so well.

 The club prides itself in vis-
iting various cultural restaurants and 
events in and around the Cincinnati 
area, such as the Taste of Belgium. 
In addition to going to eat foreign 
foods they also participate in other 
activities such as watching foreign 
movies and having guest speakers 
from around the world. The planned 
trip in December for the Culture 
Club is a trip to the Krohn Con-

servatory, which is famous for its 
amazing butterfly show. This group 
is open to all students who enjoy 
learning about other cultures and 
meets once a month for the entire 
school year. 

This club is led by the al-
ways present Mrs. Ruth who is 
known for being the moderator of 
many of the clubs created by the 

Jacob Kennedy 

 Every year Covington Cath-
olic competes against Notre Dame 
in a canned food drive organized by 
the Student Senate; this year, how-
ever, the two rivals decided to join 
forces to help put an end to hunger 
in the urban downtown Covington 
and surrounding area. All of the 
proceeds that are gathered from 
both schools go towards the Be 
Concerned Parish Kitchen, which is 
located on Pike Street in Covington. 
The Be Concerned Parish Kitchen 
has loved having CCH and NDA, 
traditionally, compete, but were 
even more excited to see us work 
together as one team. The Student 
Council and faculty worked hard to 
organize and carry out the plans to 
make this wonderful drive happen. 

 The Canned Food Drive be-
gan in November and offered many 

fun ways to entice young men in 
hopes they would bring in more 
cans. The beginning of the drive 
had a rough start with low partici-
pation so the administration imme-
diately acted to increase participa-
tion. The Student Council worked 
diligently with the faculty on how 
they could draw more students to 
participate in. “I don’t know why 
kids weren’t participating as much 
this year,” said Senior Jake Dress-
man, “I think it might be because 
we weren’t competing so it didn’t 
feel like we had to beat them. 
Thankfully, we came up with anoth-
er out of uniform day, though.” Mr. 
Dressman said it perfectly; the fac-
ulty and Student Council decided 
to have another out of uniform day 
which increased participation by a 
large margin. Overall, the students, 
faculty, and Be Concerned were all 
greatly happy with the outcome of 
this year’s canned food drive. 

 

Members enjoy Jungle Jim’s

Gotta love a good taco.

students over the years. The cul-
ture club is a great club that unfor-
tunately very few students at Cov 
Cath know about. The opportunities 
provided by this club help to broad-
en horizons for the many types of 
cultures and people you will meet. 
This club is a way to see restaurants 
and areas that you may not other-
wise get to see.
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Corps of Cadets sponsor Military Day
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Art Club Experiences dark side of oz 
Justin Haacke

 The Art Club got together on 
November 6th to listen and watch  
the movie, The Wizard of Oz and 
the Pink Floyd soundtrack, Dark 
Side of the Moon together, in uni-
son, to experience something new. 
I interviewed Joe Sueholtz, who is 

part of the Art Club and attended 
this event.  He told me members 
brought in a bunch of sheets and 
hung them from the ceiling, turned 
off all of the lights, and put in the 
movie recording of The Wizard of 
Oz with the Pink Floyd soundtrack. 
He said, “We just ate food and en-
joyed the movie. It was a really 

fun time.” If you want to test this 
theory yourself, the steps are listed 
below:

Insert Dark Side of the Moon 
into your CD player and press play. 
Once the album starts to play, press 
pause, then press the track rewind 
to take you back to the very begin-
ning of the first track! Then, you 
must set your CD player for album 
repeat. Next, start The Wizard of Oz  
DVD. It is recommended to go into 
the menu and choosing subtitles 
to play with the movie, because it 

lets the music take the spotlight, 
but you can continue to follow the 
movie without getting distracted 
by spoken dialogue. Next, wait for 
the black and white MGM lion to 
appear. Once he roars for the third 
time, hit play on the CD player. Press 
mute or turn down the volume on 
your TV. Lastly, confirm the album 
and movie are in sync. According to 
eHow.com, when you see the cred-
it “Produced by Mervyn LeRoy,” the 
credit should be fading amid the 
transition from “Speak to Me” to 
“Breathe.”

Alec Simon
 On November 23rd, the Covington Catholic Corps of Cadets had a Military Day arranged with the Army National Guard. The event was primarily 
organized by Covington Catholic parent SSgt Roosevelt Bowles with the help of about 10 National Guard soldiers. The 9 members of the CCH Corps of 
Cadets and 10 other students attended this event, and the boys loved every minute of it. 
 The Military Day comprised of many different events for the Covington Catholic students to partake in. The students did indoor drilling on team 
strategies and also heard a presentation from a 3rd year West Point cadet. They also ate their own lunch of MREs, which is the prepackaged food that 
soldiers eat while at war. The event also included the students playing about an hour and a half of paintball, which was very exciting and slippery with 
all of the mud from the heavy rain in the morning, with three different mission scenarios which put the indoor strategic training to the test. Overall the 
Covington Catholic students loved the Military Day, and they would like to thank SSgt Roosevelt Bowles for organizing the whole event.

The Corps of Cadets did their 
duty in organizing a Toys for Tots 

collection at school during the 
month of december.  The boys 

did a good job collecting toys for 
needy families in the area.  

Ross Basford 
wants YOU

to rent this spot!!
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Large Moon Shows 
off its size

Academic Team On the Rise

Jacob Sander 

 This past fall we all were lucky to ex-
perience something that rarely happens 
in the world. November 14, 2016, was not 
only the biggest, closest and brightest su-
per moon of this year. It is also the closest 
that we have ever seen a super moon since 
January 26, 1948. It was such an important 
night for all of the moon lovers in the area. 
There was not a sight more beautiful than 
the black night sky being lit up by presence 
of the super moon.

 If you were unfortunate and missed 
this past supermoon, then you do not have 
to wait too long. The next super moon will 
be Thursday, May 25 2017. The supermoon 
is a glorious sight, and if your into photogra-
phy, it is a great opportunity to get outside 
practice taking a few pictures at something 
that is a great example of the beauty that 
our world and planet has to offer to us.

Jacob Sander    

 The Academic Team has had a successful season so far led by seniors Matthew “Franco” Franxman, Aidan Donaghy, Mike Finke, and by upcom-
ing freshman Sam Strange. The Varsity Academic Team has a bright future with the undefeated JV team on the rise. The varsity Academic Colonels are 
3-5 and experiencing growing pains in moving up a division. But there have been many positives this season with a tournament victory at Dixie High 
School on December 3rd. Winning 3 straight matches against NCC, Beechwood, and finally ending against Dixie in the championship, a team that beat 
our Colonels in the regular season, in a hard grudge match surprise player Corey Foltz answered some big questions leading the CovCath Colonels to 
a tournament victory. Senior Captain Matthew Franxman said that the tournament, “A turning point for our season” as the Colonels look to get back 
on track and carry the momentum of that tournament victory.

 After the tournament, the Colonels carried that momentum against a tough Lloyd op-
ponent. Lloyd was no match for our Colonels who broke their morale early in the match and 
dismantled their opponent 33-5. Aidan scored a solid 15 points leading the Colonels. “I was on 
fire all game,” said Aidan after the match. Senior leader Aidan after the match said, “Everyone 
executed our game plan well and look to carry this momentum that we have built into finishing 
off 2016 with some more wins.

 Unfortunately, the Academic Colonels have a bye week on December 13 because their 
Newport opponents were too scared to face the Colonels and could not field a team this year. 
The Colonels play their arch rivals in Notre Dame Academy in January.   “A game we most defi-
nitely will win,” said senior Mike Finke. The Colonels also have St. Henry on the schedule soon. 
The Colonels look to build more momentum as they head into the District Tournament.

Jacob Kennedy
 Early in December, NDA and CCH collaborated once again in the 
drama department to reveal their Showcase called Decades.  With Sebas-
tian Ghering and Erin Miller as emcees leading the audience through the 
decades since the birth of NDA, it was a wild ride for everyone involved.  
Ms. Stine, Director, and Mrs. Ruth, Asst. Director, were proud of the 100+ 
students involved in the production.  Hours and hours of practice paid off 
for memorized monologues, solos, group performances, and movie clips.  
 The entire night began in the 1870’s with a scene from Little Wom-
en with lovely singers Sarah Draud and Kelsey Schwarber performing a 
duet. Sebastian Ghering and Erin Miller led the audience with humorous 
interludes from decade to decade.  The audience saw Can Can dancers, a 
silent film, an amazing Charleston, a 1920’s beauty in Emma Nurre per-
forming “Can’t Help Lovin’ Dat Man,” Luke Eisner tapping in “Singing in 
the Rain,” an Abbott and Costello comedy act featuring Noah Birrer and 
Rosie Molony, a funny Lucille Ball skit, and “Jailhouse Rock” just in the 
first act.  
 Act II began in the ‘60’s to present.  Some of the crowd favorites 
include The Breakfast Club scene, N’Sync and Backstreet Boys battle, 
seniors “Seasons of Love,” and solo by Emily Egbers.  
 “It’s hard to imagine how we manage over 100 students in one 
production, but Ms. Stine is amazing.  Along with Liz Voto, the technical 
director, and Kate Stark, the choreographer, we all pull it together.  The 
students are amazing, what they take on and show in the end,” said Mrs. 
Ruth.  

Decades

photos by sam poulos
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wrestling swimming

Hudson Henry

 Covington Catholic’s fourth 
year in wrestling has finally begun 
for the 2016-17 school year. The 
Colonels started their season with a 
tough loss against Oak Hills in an 
away match. Additionally the wres-
tling team put up a fight at the Wal-
ton-Verona Tournament the next 
week and failed to take home a vic-
tory against the wide variety of oth-
er groups. Continuing on with the 
season, the Colonels won against 
Purcell Marian at home.

 The last away meet was 
held at Newport High School and 

included teams from Scott, Mc-
Nick, and Newport. CCH brought 
home a win against McNick but lost 
in close matches with Newport and 
Scott. This weekend at the “Coach-
es Classic”, top performers from 
Cov Cath lare showing, ike sopho-
more Alexes Rodriguez who is 8-2 
with 8 pins, freshman Cody Kramer 
who is 9-1 with 8 pins, and sopho-
more Mannie Murrer with a record 
of 7-1.  The Colonel Wrestlers are 
4-7 as a team and are continuing to 
improve as they participate in new 
tournaments.

Cole Stava

On a December weekend,  
the Aqua Colonels competed in 
their first meet of the season. It was 
the Anderson High School tri-meet 
between Anderson, Covcath, and 
Highlands. The Colonels had an in-
credible first meet almost sweeping 
the competition in every event. The 
Colonels were able to take home all 
three relays. They were led by Se-
nior and 2 time All-American Nick 
Smith. Also the Colonels were able 
to take home the 500 free with a 
time of 4:59. Nick Smith was also 
able to win the 200 IM with a time 
of 1:56 and the 100 free with a 

time of 49.9. Another Colonel with 
a good showing over the weekend 
was senior Matt Elsbernd who won 
the 50 free and the 100 fly. Ethan 
was able to win the 100 back and 
200 free. Rounding out the winning 
ways was Patrick Merse who was 
able to take home the 100 breast.

The Colonels are set to 
make yet another run to the State 
meet and get another shot at de-
throning the reigning champs, St. 
Xavier (Louisville). This was a great 
start to the season and keep up the 
good workl Aqua Colonels!

Fall-Winter Sports

Wrestlers Revving up for the season
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Cole VonHandorf

 The Covington Catholic Basketball season is fast approaching, and the team is 
looking better than ever. Last season they fell short in the regional finals to Newport Cen-
tral Catholic in a nail-biting game, so this year they are coming with a vengeance. The 
team is returning 4 starters in CJ Fredrick, Aiden Ruthsatz, AJ Mayer, and Cole VonHan-
dorf. Jake Walter, a 7’0 junior, will be inserted in the starting lineup and have a tremen-
dous impact from the start. Having all of the experience will definitely help out the team 
in big games. 

 The team kicks off the season with the Williamstown Demons on November 28th at 
Covington Catholic. This is a team that is usually not on the schedule, but it is a good way 
for the Colonels to ease into the season. The Colonels’ schedule definitely gets harder and 
harder every year, and this year it is living up to it. The team heads to Fairdale, Kentucky, 
for the King of the Bluegrass on December 17th-21st, which is a tournament with the top 
15 teams in Kentucky and 10 teams out of the state. The day after Christmas, the team had 
gone to Sarasota, Florida, for a high level tournament, but this year they are turning it up 
a notch and going to New Jersey to participate in an even higher level tournament with a 
few of the top teams in the country. Several of the teams toughest matchups are: Moeller, 
Pope John, Paul Laurence Dunbar, North Hardin, and several other top teams the state. 
The time is near and the students at CovCath are eager to cheer on the Colonels on the 
court and see all the talent they have this year.

Fall/Winter Sports

Varsity Going Back for the State Competition
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intramural bowling Ends Season

Fall/Winter Sports
Interscholastic Bowling

Jared Reid

 The Bowling Colo-
nels have high hopes com-
ing into the 2016-17 sea-
son. The young team is 
already developing into an 
experienced talented group 
of guys. The team is led by 
senior, Adam Zimmerman. 
Adam looks to bowl at the 
exceptional rate he is capa-
ble of each day in his senior 
season. 

 The Colonels start-
ed off the season with a 
win against Cooper in ear-
ly December. The squad 
competed in the Crimson 
Baker Classic and placed 

8th overall. A solid way to 
start in one of the teams 
many tournaments. The 
Colonels’ one man, Adam 
Zimmerman, shot a 248 
against Pendleton County. 
Adam’s average is 197 on 
the season. The top three 
are: Adam Zimmerman, Jo-
seph Wuestefeld, and Jake 
Wigger. The Bowling Colo-
nels are looking to make 
a march to state this year. 
The top three each say that 
they believe they have a 
great chance to make it to 
state this year. 

Luke Lonnemann

Intramural Bowling 
is a time where students can 
have fun bowling with their 
peers. Intramural Bowling 
takes place after school on 
Wednesdays at Superbowl 
in Erlanger and goes from 
October until December, 
where students play three 
games for a fair price. There 
is a freshmen/sophomore 
division and a junior/senior 
division. At the end of the 
season, there is a pizza party 
and trophies are handed out 
to those bowlers with the 
highest averages, the high-

est games, and the highest 
series. The winning team 
with the highest total pin 
count is also announced. It 
is a great honor to be a part 
of that. The bowling coach 
for the varsity team, Gary 
Wagner, helps out with the 
intramurals on Wednes-
days to recruit for the var-
sity team. If he likes what 
he sees in your bowling, he 
may tell you to come out for 
the bowling team the fol-
lowing year!

The intramural 
bowling season ended 

Wednesday, December 14. 
At the end of the season, 
“DEM BOWLERS” came 
in first with a team average 
of 433, a handicap of 149, 
and the total pins plus hand-
icap throughout the season 
was 19628. In a close second 
there was “TEAM FEAST,” 
they had a team average of 
380, a handicap of 196, and 
the total pins plus handicap 
throughout the season of 
19434. Unfortunately for 
the “2015 CHAMPS,” they 
were unable to become the 
2016 champs, and they fin-
ished well behind in third 

place with a team average 
of 374, a handicap of 202, 
and the total pin count plus 
handicap was 15604. Jake 
Wigger held the highest 
scratch game of the season 
with a score of 267, fol-
lowed by Kevin Schutte 
with a 225, and in third was 
Joe Wuestefeld with a 203. 
The highest scratch series 
was also Jake Wigger, who 
had a 634, followed by Joe 
Wuestefeld with a 576, and 
Andrew Topmiller came in 
third with 542. The high-
est scratch game for a team 
throughout the season was 

525 by team “2nd & 3rd 
ARE BETTER” with a 525, 
“DEM BOWLERS” had the 
second highest with a 519, 
and “TEAM SCHUTTE” 
was in third with a 487. 
The highest scratch series 
throughout the season by a 
team was 1489 by “2nd & 3rd 
ARE BETTER.” In second, 
“DEM BOWLERS” had 
a 1414, and in third there 
was “TEAM FEAST” with 
a 1312. Congrats to all the 
bowlers who had a great 
season, and we hope to see 
you all next year.
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Gunnar Schuh

 As generations get 
softer and get babied more, 
children and young adults 
find more by which to be 
offended. It seems that the 
younger generation gets 
offended easier and “trig-
gered” more often that in 
the past. Social media is this 
prime reason. People are 
offended by others’ opin-
ions or another person’s 
post, which causes the of-
fendee to get angry and re-
ply to the post in a negative 
way.

 The simple solu-

tion to this type of cyber-
bullying is becoming com-
mon, walk away from the 
electronic device or simply 
block the other user. By do-
ing this, neither person will 
be able to interact online or 
over the phone. Too many 
people feel the need to tell 
people that their opinion 
is wrong and that they are 
correct. This is completely 
ridiculous because every-
one is entitled to their own 
opinion, which does not 
make one opinion right and 
one wrong. 

 A recent event that 
is a great example of this 
is the presidential election. 
I have seen Trump sup-
porters voice their opinion 
then have Hillary support-
ers attack them because of 
what they believe. I have 
also seen Hillary supporters 
been told they are wrong 
for their opinions. 

 All in all, cyberbul-
lying can be easily avoided 
and be done away with by 
just walking away from the 
device, logging out of your 
account, or blocking them.  

 

Ross Basford 

 Dallas Cowboys rookie running back, Ezekiel Elliot cannot be stopped. Drafted in the 
first round, fourth overall, of the 2016 NFL Draft, people were curious how this 6’0, 225 lb. beast 
was going to turn out in NFL. Ezekiel Elliot is from Alton, Illinois and went to The Ohio State 
University. At Ohio State, Elliot went for 3,961 career rushing yards with 44 total touchdowns. 

 The Cowboys lost their opening game to the New York Giants 19-20. Since then, they 
have won 11 straight and have gained nationwide attention. Vet-
eran quarterback, Tony Romo was injured leaving rookie, Dak 
Prescott, from Mississippi State University, to lead the Cowboys. 
With this double rookie combo at quarterback and running back, 
people have doubted how well the Cowboys will play in the play-
offs. 

 Ezekiel Elliot is clearly the front runner for Rookie of the Year. 
Receiving the MVP as a rookie has never been done, but Elliot, 
being the leading NFL rusher with 1,285 yards and 12 touch-
downs, has a giant chance to win the MVP. 

 The Cowboys have the best record in the NFL, but can they make 
the playoff push with a rookie running back/quarterback combo?

Josh Galvin

 Controversy in 
North Dakota. The stand-
ing Rock Sioux are protest-
ing the building and place-
ment of the Dakota accesses 
pipeline. The pipeline’s cost 
is roughly up to 3.7 billion 
dollars. The native people 
have had multiple confron-
tations with the authorities, 
the authorities were forced 
to use: water cannons, pep-
per spray, and rubber bul-
lets. The pipe line stretches 
over 1,750 miles and is sup-
posed to carry over 570,000 
barrels of crude oil per day 
from Dakota to Illinois , the 
owner of the pipe line is en-
ergy Transfer Partners. The 
conflicts have gone back 
centuries, there have been 
multiple land disputes with 

the government and the trib-
al people. 

The pipeline would travel 
underneath the Missouri 
River, the primary drink-
ing water source for  The 
Standing Rock Sioux, a 
tribe of around 10,000 with 
a reservation in the central 
part of North and South Da-
kota. Builders of the pipe-
line say that they have taken 
extraordinary measures to 
prevent disaster, but the 
tribal people point out that 
even the safest pipelines can 
leak. The Pipeline and Haz-
ardous Materials Safety Ad-
ministration (PHMSA) has 
reported more than 3,300 
incidents of leaks and rup-
tures at oil and gas pipelines 
since 2010. And even the 
smallest spill could damage 

the tribe’s water supply.

The Standing Rock Sioux 
also argue that the pipeline 
traverses a sacred burial 
ground. And while the land 
being used for the pipeline 
is not technically on its 
reservation, tribal leaders 
argue that the federal gov-
ernment did not adequately 
engage the Standing Rock 
Sioux during the permitting 
process—a requirement un-
der federal law. The contro-
versy between the natives 
and the government is still 
continuing. There are Na-
tive Americans from all 
over the country flocking to 
North Dakota to protest the 
pipeline. The Government 
is working to settle the ar-
gument with the natives.

Griffin Flesch

 In the 2016 Race 
for the White House, which 
pitted Republican nominee 
Donald Trump and running-
mate Mike Pence against 
Democratic nominee Hill-
ary Clinton and running-
mate Tim Kaine, Trump de-
feated Clinton by a count of 

306 to 232 in the Electoral 
College. The 306 votes eas-
ily surpassed the 270 mark 
needed to win, making 
Donald Trump the 45th Pres-
ident of the United States. 
Although both candidates 
had clear flaws and the polls 
leading up to the election 
showed Hillary Clinton 
winning easily, the Ameri-
can people showed that they 
were ready for a change and 
wanted to “Make America 
Great Again.”

 The 2016 Presiden-
tial Election will likely go 
down as one of the ugliest 
in history, with both candi-
dates mudslinging continu-
ously against each other on 
the campaign trail. Donald 
J. Trump attacked Hillary 
Clinton ruthlessly on her 
private email server and her 

inability to get things done 
as an elected official and 
as Secretary of State, while 
Hillary Clinton attacked 
Trump on his remarks about 
women in the past and his 
explosive temperament. 
Throughout the duration of 
the election, the media was 
one-sided in favor of Clin-

ton and as a result, Trump’s 
eventual victory came as a 
surprise to many, especial-
ly in the key battleground 
states of Pennsylvania, 
Michigan, and Ohio. 

 Now that Donald 
Trump is the President-
Elect and will be inaugu-
rated in January 2017, both 
Hillary Clinton and current 
President Barack Obama 
opened up to all Ameri-
cans and asked them to give 
Trump a chance and to sup-
port him since we are all 
Americans and Trump is the 
leader. Donald Trump has 
made many promises to the 
American people on getting 
things done, and now it is 
up to him to get things done 
and make America great 
again. 
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