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By: Aaron Schilling

With a brand new year un-
derway, many hope to start off with 
a clean slate. However, as a people 
of history, we have no choice but 
to take a look back on this 
past year. Whether for sen-
timentality’s sake, to relive 
the good, or learn from the 
bad, a backwards glance on 
2013 is necessary to bring 
2014 to its full potential. It 
is fairly humbling to think 
about the generations of 
years to come and how they 
will perceive the people of 
2013. Will their minds au-
tomatically gravitate toward 
Obamacare and all of its 
shortcomings, or will they 
focus on the lighter more 
frivolous stories such as the 
birth of a royal? Whatever 
future generations may find 
on their own explorations of 
the past, 2013 has come and 
gone, and it is our job to ex-
amine the year—not just for 
entertainment value but to 
study what we should avoid in the 
future and what we should repeat.

2013 connotes one major 
event in our country above all: the 
government shutdown. The first 
government shutdown since the 
mid-1990s, which brought much 
of the federal bureaucracy to a 
screeching halt for more than two 
weeks in October, was among the 
top news stories of our country 

this past year (and unfortunately 
the news’ most prominent stories 
tend to be those of struggle and 
tragedy) along with the Boston 
marathon bombing and the George 
Zimmerman trial. Other stories 

that often make the front page are 
those of significant deaths through-
out the year. Most notably were the 
deaths of Venezuelan leader Hugo 
Chavez, actors Peter O’Toole and 
Glee’s Cory Montieth, Margaret 
Thatcher, Britain’s only female 
prime minister, and most recently, 
South Africa’s first black president 
Nelson Mandela. These deaths 
supplied newsrooms with top sto-

2013 Is But a Memory
ries alongside many more. The Su-
preme Court’s support of same-sex 
marriage provided America with 
perhaps the quickest, most dramat-
ic change of stance on a civil rights 
issue. The Syrian Civil War kept 

Americans captivated especially 
when President Obama threatened 
a U.S. strike once news of Syria’s 
use of chemical weapons on its 
people was brought to light. News 
of former NSA contractor Edward 
Snowden’s leak of information 
on the NSA’s mass surveillance 
program on civilians shocked the 
country, and former Disney sweet-
heart Miley Cyrus shocked Amer-

ica in a slightly different way with 
a passionate twerking performance 
with Robin Thicke. Finally, the 
top news story on most polls is the 
election of a new pope. Perhaps the 
reason behind this story’s popular-

ity is the fact that former Pope 
Benedict XVI became the first 
pope to resign in almost six 
hundred years; Cardinal Jorge 
Mario Bergoglio was inaugu-
rated under the Papal name 
Pope Francis a month later.

So whether we are 
watching in despair at a dev-
astating typhoon in the Philip-
pines or turning our noses at 
the misconduct of influential 
politicians such as Anthony 
Weiner, we are all of our na-
tion’s abundance of highs 
and lows as well as those of 
the world. We will truly look 
back on 2013 with a mixture 
of fondness and regret as we 
do with the passing of each 
and every year. No matter the 
growth or decline of our soci-
ety throughout each set of 365 

days, one thing remains constant: 
the fact that each year will have its 
ups and downs and that the only 
way to anticipate, avoid, repeat, or 
embrace is to learn from years past 
and keep a positive outlook on the 
future. This outlook is present in 
the minds and hearts of each and 
every American as we ring in 2014 
with hopeful eyes on the horizon.

By: Brian Radcliff

 For a large number of years 
Covington Catholic has held an an-
nual blood drive with all donations 
going to Hoxworth Blood Center 
of the University of Cincinnati. 
Last year the school record for 
most donations was broken, and 
this year the student body looks to 
break the record again. Hoxworth 
has given Cov Cath thirty extra 
donation slots because so many 
students have offered to donate.  

 The first blood drive was 
conducted mostly out of the back 
of large vans and campers brought 
to school by Hoxworth. In the later 
years the blood drive was held in 
the gym foyer. The newest location 
for the blood drive is the Griffin 
Center, which Covington Catholic 
has recently brought under its own-

Drive Brings in the Blood
ership. Each student giving blood 
will donate approximately one pint. 
This year senior Matt Schmahl be-
came the first Cov Cath student in 
history to donate platelets. After 
making their donation, the students 
are given snacks and drinks in the 
lounging area, where they can relax 
until they feel replenished enough 
to go back to class. This seems to 
be an exceedingly long amount of 
time for some students each year. 

 The student representative 
for this year’s blood drive is se-
nior Samuel Hatter. He has done 
a tremendous job advertising the 
blood drive and filling all of the 
open donation spots with students 
from every grade. Over 100 dona-
tions were made during this year’s 
blood drive. Great job, Colonels!

Senior Alec Kaelin seems happy to be donating blood.

Pope Francis, elected March 13, 2013, the 266th Pope of the Catholic Church.
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By: Thomas Hiltz 

 Basic Vacation is an up-
and-coming indie-pop band who 
is looking to take their hit single, 
“I Believe” and use it to get rec-
ognition and build a fan base. 

Basic Vacation’s sound 
gives the listener a look into the 
relationship between the band’s 
three members, vocalist and guitar-
ist Chris Greatti, bassist Jon Paul, 
and drummer Mike Montalbano. 
Chris grew up playing guitar and 
writing songs in Morrisville, PA, 
and eventually met Jon who took 
up bass in eighth grade and joined 
his school’s jazz band.  The duo got 
hired to perform with a New York 
solo artist. A few months later they 

Basic Vacation Review

By: Evan Braun

 Erlanger is not the first place 
you think of when you think of great 
dining experiences, but have you 
heard of Mad Mike’s? Mad Mike’s 
is one of the most delicious burger 
joints you can find around here. It’s 
a small restaurant with a simple and 
sporty atmosphere, kind of like a 
bar almost. It just reminds you of 
good home cooking and dinners 
with the family back at home. This 
restaurant is definitely at the top of 
my list when it comes to burgers.

 Mad Mike’s has a vast menu 
of any type of burger you can think 
of. Of course you can customize 
your food to your liking, or, you can 
just order off the menu with over a 
dozen of choices of burgers. If you 
are still uneasy about whether or not 

By: Samuel Hatter

 Several huge names in 
music from all genres have re-
leased new albums in the past few 
months. In the pop world, Katy 
Perry released her newest album 
titled Prism, featuring her hit single 
“Roar”. Based on past success, this 
album will probably produce nu-
merous hit singles and will receive a 
ton of radio play. Lady Gaga has re-
cently released several singles such 
as “Applause” and “Do What you 
Want” that have sparked in the pop 
world and that will also be huge in 
helping the sales of her newest al-
bum, Artpop, set to release Novem-
ber 9th. Next is Miley Cyrus, who 
has come in on a “Wrecking Ball” 
and really changed up the world of 
music. She is making her own hits 
such as “We Can’t Stop” and is also 
being featured on tracks of rappers, 
extremely uncommon for a pop star. 

By: Austin M. Oberhausen

 Terry’s Turf Club has been 
a Cincinnati staple for years.  It 
is located in Mount Washing-
ton and has been voted Cincin-
nati’s best burger several times.  
Terry’s is a true burger joint.  It is 
a small 53 seat dimly lit restau-
rant where the only light comes 
from neon signs along the walls.

 When you walk into Terry’s 
you do not expect much.  The res-
taurant looks old and is dark.  The 
service from the moment you step 
in the door is amazing.  They get 
you seated quickly and the serv-
ers work fast and are efficient.  

Mike’s Burger and Fries To Go

Terry’s Turf Club

What’s Hot, What’s Not
Miley recently released her album 
Bangerz which has had major suc-
cess thus far, and will probably be-
come even bigger as soon as the ra-
dio gets a hold of a few more songs.

 In the rap genre, most of 
the big names released their albums 
over the summer. Jay-Z dropped his 
album Magna Carta Holy Grail on 
the fourth of July. This album fea-
tured the lead single, “Holy Grail”, 
featuring Justin Timberlake, and 
that has been the only song to re-
ceive any radio play. Most diehard 
Hov fans were disappointed with 
this album, but, based on just his 
name, it still had major success. 
Mac Miller, another big name in 
hip-hop, released his second studio 
album titled Watching Movies with 
the Sound Off which had major suc-
cess. Mac fans praise this album 
and claim to be his best so far. Many 
songs are slow and deep, but others 

are up-tempo and fun, providing for 
and overall great listening experi-
ence. Kanye West, possibly the big-
gest name in hip-hop, released his 
newest production Yeezus. Kanye 
executively produced this album 
and even helped make all of the beats 
with other producers such as Rick 
Rubin and Daft Punk. This album is 
unlike anything else you have ever 
heard; mixing dark, African for-
est sounding beats and noises with 
deep, meaningful rap lyrics. Kanye 
is currently on a tour in the United 
States, titled “Yeezus”, and will be 
in Columbus, Ohio, on Novem-
ber 8th for anyone interested in go-
ing.  Finally, Drake, the most over-
hyped artist of all time released his 
third studio album, Nothing was the 
Same, which has had massive suc-
cess. Drake is the hottest artist out 
right now and for some reason ev-
eryone loves him. Nothing Was the 

Same contains songs such as “Wu 
Tang Forever”, “Pound Cake”, and 
“All Me” which have all received a 
ton of radio play. Other than those 
few songs, the album is extremely 
soft and boring, in my opinion, 
and didn’t live up to the high ex-
pectations many people had for it.

 There have been many great 
albums released in the past few 
months from all genres of music. I 
encourage you to be open to try and 
listen to a new genre or new album 
you may have heard about. I have 
personally found several new bands 
and artists that I listen to on a regular 
basis, that, six months ago, I would 
have never dreamed about listening 
to. Music is a beautiful thing and it 
can pick you up in tough times or 
hype you up even more in the good 
ones.

asked Mike, who began playing 
drums at five after falling in love 
with Aerosmith, to join the group. 
The group got much of its inspira-
tion from bands like Led Zeppelin, 
Queen, Tears For Fears, and Soft 
Cell. The band is confident they 
can take their unique sound and 
entertain on a world-wide scale.

“I Believe” gives off an up-
beat vibe with its foot-stomping beat 
and feel-good lyrics. It has a tune 
and rhythm that is instantly stuck 
in your head, to be carried with you 
the rest of the day. As a hit single, 
“I Believe” was the band’s first step 
toward making it big, and the band 
is determined to make it happen, 
with their first full-length album 
being released some time this year.

this restaurant will be able to up-
hold to your liking then let me just 
say one thing. Mad Mike’s burgers 
do not compare to any other burg-
er around here, all you have to do 
is drive down Dixie highway into 
Erlanger and try one for yourself.

 I personally ordered their 
most recommended item; they 
called it Mike’s traditional burger. 
It’s just your original burger really 
with nothing special on it, but I can 
say that this burger was amazing.  
These burgers are not your basic, 
old, refrigerated patties that taste as 
it was cooked in a microwave. These 
burgers are definitely a whole step 
above that, the fresh taste of this 
burger is like nothing around here. 
I highly recommend this restaurant 
to any American burger lovers out 
there. Get down to Mike’s and try it!

While Terry’s has a wide variety 
of choices, their specialty is their 
monstrous burgers.  The amounts 
of toppings you can add on to your 
burger are endless, all grilled up to 
perfection.  The burgers are abso-
lutely huge and cooked to a perfect 
medium.  Your burger plus crispy 
fries costs a reasonable $8. Other 
than the burgers Terrys is famous 
for their filet mignon Chili, made 
with pork loin and ground beef. 

 Terry’s gets an 87% approv-
al rating on Urban Spoon and four 
stars on Yelp.  If you are looking 
for a great atmosphere and a great 
burger, Terry’s is the place to go.
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By: Johnny Thiel

 The much hyped Anchor-
man 2: The Legend Continues was 
perhaps a bit over-hyped and a dis-
appointment to say the least. The 
original Anchorman: The Legend 
of Ron Burgundy was a tough act 
to follow, but even so the sequel 
was a let-down to say the least.

 Anchorman 2 relies solely 
on homosexual and racist humor, 
which quite frankly, is overdone and 
tasteless. At times it appears as if 
Ron Burgundy, played by Will Fer-
rell, is trying too hard to be funny. 
At times it seems as if the director 
and script writer are not really sure 
where they are going with the plot 
of the movie, so instead of making 
logical sense in the plot they hap-
lessly throw in events that they be-
lieved would be funny. The movie 
attempts to make fun of the around 
the clock news programs of the late 
1980’s, but instead makes a ridicu-

Anchorman II: Worth the Wait? 
By: Tyler O’Connell 

 In the last few weeks, the 
most interesting movie I have 
seen commercials for is Lone Sur-
vivor. I was interested in the fact 
that it was based on a true story, 
and the fact that Mark Wahlberg 
usually delivers excellent perfor-
mances. Based on what I saw on 
TV I thought the movie was worth 
the ridiculous price of admission. 

Lone Survivor is based on 
the true story of four Navy Seals 
sent on a mission to capture or kill 
Al Qaeda leader, Ahmad Shahd. The 
movie stars Mark Wahlberg, Taylor 
Kitsch, Ben Foster, and Eric Bana. 
The film starts out with a lot of mil-
itary planning and training loaded 
with information needed to fully ap-
preciate the rest of the movie. You 
get to know the soldiers loved ones 
and their backstory, which makes 
you connect more with the charac-
ters. The Seals are then sent on their 
mission and all is going accord-
ing to plan until they encounter a 

Action-Packed Emotion
group of animal herders. The Seals 
know if they let them go they will 
tell the militia about them so their 
only options are to kill the herders 
or let them go and make a run for it. 

They decide the right thing 
to do is to let them go, which could 
mean certain death for the soldiers. 
The Seals are surrounded by insur-
gents and a horrific battle ensues. 
Mark Wahlberg’s character is the 
last one alive and is saved by a vil-
lage that fights off the Taliban long 
enough for reinforcements to make 
it to the village. The ending is the 
most emotional part of the movie, 
when the lone surviving Navy Seal 
begs his rescuers to take the fam-
ily that protected him. The movie 
is full of gruesome executions and 
gory scenes, and shows just how 
courageous these men were. Each 
soldier suffers multiple gunshot 
wounds and broken bones, and 
they keep fighting until the end. I 
thoroughly enjoyed the film and 
would recommend it to anyone.

lous mockery of these programs.

 The one bright spot of the 
film was the acting of Steve Car-
rel as weatherman Brick Tamlan. 
Brick provides a much needed dose 
of humor throughout the film with 
his ridiculous behavior both on 
and off the newscast. Brick’s idi-
ocy provides a sense of stupid hu-
mor simply because Brick cannot 
seem to get a grasp on the world 
exemplified in the scene when he 
is convinced that he has lost his 
legs and torso on the green screen. 

 Being, the avid fan that I 
am of Will Ferrell, I must say that 
I was very disappointed in the writ-
ing, acting, and movie as a whole 
when I went and saw Anchorman 
2: The Legend Continues. The hu-
mor was inappropriate and at times 
uncomfortable. After waiting nine 
years for the sequel to a very hu-
morous first movie, I would say 
that it was not the worth the wait. 

By: David Wessels

 In the fictional thriller, Wall 
Street, Gordon Gecko tells us that 
greed is good, that it makes the 
world go round. Unfortunately, 
greed can cause people to become 
something they are not, transform-
ing them into gluttonous monsters 
that hunger for more and more 
wealth. One such case of a man 
for an insatiable desire for money 
is Jordan Belfort, whose financial 
conquests are portrayed in the re-
cent Hollywood blockbuster The 
Wolf of Wall Street.

 Belfort, born in Queens, 
said he always had an obsession 
with money and wealth, which he 
attributes to his parents, both ac-
countants. After graduating from 
American University, he found a 
job as a stockbroker at L.F. Roth-
schild. Due to the stock market 
crash in 1987, he lost his job on the 
NYSE and was forced to take a job 
selling penny stocks. After years of 
selling millions of penny stocks to 
average people, he decided to tar-
get the wealthiest one percent of 
Americans, in hopes of greater re-
turn. In the 1990s, he founded the 
brokerage firm Stratton Oakmont 
which functioned as a boiler room 
for marketing penny stocks, where 
he defrauded investors with fraudu-
lent stock sales. During his years as 
a stock swindler, Belfort developed 
a hard-partying lifestyle, which in-

cluded a serious drug addiction to 
Quaaludes. Stratton Oakmont em-
ployed over 1,000 stock brokers and 
was involved in stock issues total-
ing more than $1 billion, including 
equity rising for Footwear Compa-
ny Steve Madden Ltd. Belfort was 
indicted in 1998 for securities fraud 
and money laundering. After coop-
erating with the FBI, he served 22 
months in federal prison for a pump 
and dump scheme, which resulted 
in investor losses of approximately 
$200 million. Belfort was ordered 
to pay back $110.4 million that he 
swindled from stock buyers. 

 After his release from pris-
on, he wrote several memoirs of “the 
good ol’ days” as he refers to them, 
recalling many extravagant behav-
iors he indulged in while he owned 
Stratton Oakmont. These books 
have led to several films including 
the 2000 film Boiler Room and the 
2013 film The Wolf of Wall Street. 
Belfort now tours internationally as 
a motivational speaker. 

 Most recently, Belfort 
turned down an offer from Para-
mount to accept any monetary gains 
from the gross income of the 2013 
movie. He stated that no amount of 
money could ever make him feel 
better about his mistakes. The fed-
eral government was going to allow 
Belfort to keep fifty percent of his 
portion of the film, but he declined.

Belfort’s Conquests Shown in 
Wolf of Wall Street

1518 Dixie Hwy
859-261-4939

Bill and Traci Gregg

6:30am-10pm Mondays-Thursdays
6:30am-12am Fridays
7am-12am Saturdays
7am-7pm Sundays
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By: Nick Cheesman

 Across the river, there is a 
college basketball team surging to 
greatness. This team is none oth-
er than your Xavier Musketeers. 

 The Xavier Musketeers are 
having a strong season as of yet. 
They have a 15-4 record with big 
wins against top 50 opponents. 
This season, they have tough wins 
against Marquette, Butler, George-

Muskies Continued Success

By: Andrew Whitacre

 Northeast Assam, India is 
now home to a new forest that was 
thirty-four years in the making. 
Jadav Payeng began planting trees 
in 1979 so that animals and birds 
would have a place to live and tree 
tops to build homes on. Presently, 
he has grown a mini forest on 550 
hectares of land which is now home 
to wild elephants, tigers, rhinos and 
deer. He is growing another 150 
hectares of forest adjacent to the 
original forest. The Assam govern-

By: Keith Radcliff

Science is one of the world’s 
most volatile disciplines of study 
due to the never-ending discover-
ies of novel information that often 
renders its predecessors obsolete. 
Recently, in today’s science, there 
have been countless studies and ad-
vances on prosthetic limbs— man-
made extremities that are used to 
replace those that humans have lost 
due to disasters such as diseases, 
birth defects, and violent accidents. 

Artificial limbs have radi-
cally altered throughout their ex-
istence—from wooden peg legs to 
modern-day prosthetics— and they 
will continue to change for hun-
dreds of years to come. Scientists 
continue to study numerous topics 
concerning prosthetic limbs such 

The Forest Man of India

In Science Today: Prosthetic Limbs See Advancements
as materials and artistic design.  

 First, contemporary pros-
thetics have several parts includ-
ing a custom fitted sock, an internal 
structure (pylon), knee cuffs, belts, 
cushions, and realistic-looking 
skin. Currently, most pylons are 
constructed from alloys of alumi-
num and titanium; however, recent-
ly, scientists have been successful 
in utilizing carbon fiber due to its 
light weight. Today’s scientists are 
doing two things in this area: some 
are continuing to exam the use of 
carbon fiber and ways to make it 
more commonplace, while others 
are exploring new options for py-
lon construction such as other al-
loys or carbon polymer creations. 
When analyzing the existing carbon 
fiber or new materials, research-
ers run several tests. For instance, 

Once again, Payeng had a brilliant 
idea of planting banana trees. The 
forest now had adequate food for el-
ephants and wild game which pro-
vided food for the tiger nuisance. 

 It is incredible how much 
impact one man and a few bamboo 
saplings can have on an entire eco-
system and how this one man can 
also mediate between wild animals 
and villagers in a way that satis-
fies both sides. Jadav Payeng is 
the epitome of going green and is a 
prime example of conservation and 
how simple and effective it can be.

By: Bradley Couch

 The new craze sweeping 
the nation is a game called Flappy 
Bird. This game made for IPhones, 
I Pads, and IPods consists of a bird 
which you try to make go in between 

tubes without touching the tubes.

 I decided to see what all the 
hype was about. It has been said 
to be the hardest game ever cre-
ated. The hype I found out to be 
true when I could not even get past 

they study the durability of the 
materials by applying a static load 
test to measure the amount of pres-
sure that the substances are able 
to withstand. Also, they study the 
malleability of the materials by as-
sessing the ease at which the sub-
stances are able to be molded and 
how that change in shape affects 
its strength. These are only two of 
the numerous assessments that ex-
perts utilize in order to research the 
materials used in prosthetic limbs. 

 Second, scientists are re-
searching and testing new artistic 
designs of artificial limbs in order 
to apply maximum strength and ef-
ficiency. For instance, they test ex-
isting and novel designs for certain 
prosthetics and discover which de-
signs allow for the least resistance 
and friction between materials 

(greatest efficiency) by mathemati-
cally and experimentally calculat-
ing the amount of friction caused 
when two identical pieces of the 
substances are rubbed together by 
a machine that mimics the motion 
that would be applied on a pros-
thetic. Moreover, they utilize the 
same static load tests in order to 
discover which designs withstand 
the greatest amount of pressure 
(greatest strength). Recently, to-
day’s scientists are testing origi-
nal, more curved designs, which 
contrast significantly with the cur-
rent straight, block style of pylons. 

 Overall, the structure 
and materials used in prosthetic 
limbs has been altered signifi-
cantly, and continues to be al-
tered, due to today’s scientific 
and research advancements. 

the first set of tubes without hitting 
them. I scored a zero out of the pos-
sible highest score which is 100. I 
did not stop at my first try though. I 
kept trying again and again because 
the game is addicting. My high-
est score so far is a tiny score of 7.

 The game Flappy Bird is 
a hard, addictive game made for 
the people who like to be chal-
lenged. I give this game a 9 out 
of 10 because it keeps mak-
ing me come back for more.

 

FlappyBird Can Be Addictive

ment has recognized and acknowl-
edged Payeng for his efforts by 
naming the forest after him and the 
Jawaharlal Nehru University named 
him the ‘Forest Man of India’.

 Payeng was first inspired to 
plant the forest when a year of ma-
jor floods washed dead snakes onto 
the river bed, washed away topsoil 
and killed many animals. The elders 
in his village gave him a few bam-
boo saplings to plant and restore the 
ecosystem around the River Brah-
maputra. He planted a few saplings 

every day for thirty-four years. 
There was trouble watering them be-
cause he could not draw water from 
the river. Payeng decided to build 
bamboo platforms with pots on top 
with small holes that allowed water 
to gradually drip on the seeds. He 
also had the brilliant idea of releas-
ing ants, termites and earthworms 
to work the soil to fertile condition. 
Another problem faced by Payeng 
was wild animals being drawn to the 
forest and then to the village where 
elephants and tigers would eat the 
town’s crops, fowls and pheasants. 

town, Cincinnati, and St. John’s. 
Sophomore guard, Semaj Christon, 
has been their leading scorer this 
season and a huge catalyst towards 
their offense. Semaj, who is from 
Cincinnati, Ohio, has been averag-
ing 16.9 points per game and also 
leads the team in steals with 28 
steals. Semaj is a hometown hero, 
who attended Winton Woods High 
School located right here in the 
tri-state. Besides Semaj, there are 

several other players that have con-
tributed to Xavier’s success so far: 
Matt Stainbrook, Dee Davis, Isiah 
Philmore, and James Farr. These 
players have led to Xavier’s 5-1 
start in their new Big East confer-
ence. The Big East is full of distin-
guished and tough opponents, but 
Xavier is still showing that they 
are one of the best. Xavier’s fan 
base is another reason for their suc-
cess with their extreme support of 

the Muskies. The fans make home 
games very tough to play at for vis-
iting colleges. Xavier University is 
always one of the toughest places to 
play at in the nation year after year. 

 Xavier hopes to continue 
their success throughout the rest 
of the season and wishes to make 
the NCAA Tournament yet again. 
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By: Brian Radcliff 

 The graduating class of 
2018 is the largest class in Cov-
ington Catholic history, and the 
newest addition is Christopher 
Hall; commonly mistaken for 
the new junior Christoph Halle. 

 A few fun facts about Chris-
topher hall are that his favorite food 
is orange chicken, and his favorite 
color is blue. He enjoys the great 
lunches at CCH, like most students, 
and his favorite lunch so far is super 
nachos. Christopher Transferred to 
Covington Catholic from Ryle high 
school. He attended middle school 
at Grey. He is an only child. Chris-
topher decided to transfer because 
Covington Catholic offered a new 
and great learning environment. 

A New 2018 Colonel

By: Michael Brunot

 There’s a new member of 
the colonel community this se-
mester. Freshman Rasheed Ameen 
came to Cov Cath after going 
to Holmes for the first semes-
ter. I spent some time getting to 
know Rasheed and learned he is 
an excellent addition to Cov Cath. 

 Rasheed originally attended 
Holmes but needed a “more chal-
lenging school.” He came to Cov 
Cath because it was recommended 
as being a very good school.  Al-
though he likes the school so far, 
Rasheed admits it has been a hard 

   A New Colonel  
Thus far, Christopher’s favorite 
part about his new school is the 
overall atmosphere and the people 
around him. When asked how he 
feels about the all-male student 
body, Christopher said “To be hon-
est, I haven’t really noticed a big 
difference yet, but I feel like it is 
more laid back”. This is a common 
feeling among students at CCH. 
When asked his favorite teacher 
Christopher claimed he has not at-
tended school at Cov Cath long 
enough to decide, but he enjoys all 
of his classes and all of his teachers. 

 After about one month at 
Covington Catholic, Christopher is 
satisfied with his switch and look-
ing forward to the rest of the school 
year. Good luck to Christopher 
in his future years as a Colonel! 

tradition. “Overall it’s been pretty 
hard. Jumping into something new 
is hard to get used to “, Rasheed 
stated. He also added that. “I like it 
and it’s definitely harder, but I guess 
that’s a good thing”. So far, Rasheed 
enjoys religion class with Coach 
Wirth, and cannot wait for the foot-
ball season to start. He played foot-
ball at Holmes last year and is look-
ing forward to continue his playing 
here. He plays Safety which is good 
considering our starting safety’s 
last year were seniors.  When asked 
about how he liked the all boy fac-
tor, Rasheed said, “I like the all 
boy atmosphere so far, there’s none 
of the drama you get with girls”. 

 Some fun things about Ra-
sheed are his favorite football team 
is Auburn and his favorite sports 
player is RGIII.  He also enjoys play-
ing video games, especially Call of 
Duty. His mom is from Jordan so 
Rasheed visits family there over 
the summer. Rasheed wants to go 
to UCLA and major in finance, but 
would love to play football in col-
lege. When asked about one thing 
he would like to strive for through-
out high school, Rasheed said, “I 
want to make myself a role model 
for others.” I am sure Rasheed will 
make great impact in Cov Cath, 
and have many great years here.

By: David Wessels

 Senior religion teacher Al 
Hertsenberg traveled to Europe 
to embark on a two week trek 
around Germany and Austria over 
the long Christmas break with his 
godson, Ryan Darner. To begin the 
journey, the duo had a flight from 
CVG to Frankfurt with a connect-
ing flight through John F. Ken-
nedy airport in New York City.

 Upon arrival in Frankfurt, 
the two grabbed their luggage and 
embarked on their journey through 
the German and Austrian country-
side. Their plan was to jump from 
town to town, staying one to two 
nights immersing themselves in lo-
cal culture along the way. They first 
traveled to Wurzburg, a town locat-
ed in southern Germany (Bavaria). 
They toured local pubs, shops and a 
nearby castle. Next, they traveled to 
Rothenburg, also located in Bavaria. 

Hertsenberg Travels to Germany

They continued this pattern through 
cities all over Germany includ-
ing: Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Mu-
nich, Salzburg, Trier, and Cologne.

 In Munich, they spent 
the day with former student Phil-
lip Kunze, who spent his sopho-
more year at Covington Catholic 

in 2008. Hertsenberg said it was 
relieving to have someone who 
knew where they were going. They 
also met up with Lukas and Felix 
Kreuz in Cologne, who also spent 
a year at Covington Catholic. The 
Germans spent their time as tour 
guides, showing Hertsenberg and 
Ryan Darner around their home-

towns and the surrounding areas.

 After completing their 
circle through the German heart-
land, it was time to return back 
to the States. They boarded the 
plane home in Frankfurt, but they 
once again had a connecting flight 
through JFK. As the plane landed 
in NYC, the pilot informed the pas-
sengers that there was no open gate 
and they would have to wait on the 
runway. FOUR HOURS later, the 
plane finally found a gate and re-
leased the weary passengers. Due to 
the delay, Al and Ryan Darner had 
missed their flight back to Cincin-
nati. They either had the choice to 
stay the night and fly to Cincinnati 
the next day, or they were able to 
fly to Lexington and drive home. 
They opted to stay and fly to CVG 
the previous day. Mr. Hertsenberg 
says he enjoyed his trip a great deal, 
but curses JFK airport saying it is 
“one of the seven circles of hell.” 

Al Hertsenberg and Ryan Darner enjoying themselves in Germany.

Thiel’s Rent-a-Car
We’ll Get You There With Time to Spare
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By: Aaron Schilling

 On Tuesday the 14th, the senior class took 
a trip to the Cincinnati Shakespeare Company to 
see a performance of the famous Shakespeare 
play Hamlet. Despite the preconceived notions 
of most seniors and the anticipation of sitting 
through one of Shakespeare’s longest play, the 
majority of the class kept an open mind and be-
cause of this were, perhaps, pleasantly surprised. 

 At first glance, one might not think a 
group of 128 senior boys would be excited or 
even indifferent about seeing a Shakespeare 
play; in fact, many might not even prefer it over 
school. However, despite the obvious negative 
anticipation of the majority of these high school 
students, the Shakespeare Company put on a 
truly stirring performance, not letting the type of 
audience throw off their performance. The en-
ergy of the cast was phenomenal; not a single 
actor was off beat—a truly impressive feat con-
sidering the staggering amount of lines that each 

Seniors Enjoy Hamlet at CSC

The Return of the Great Joe Mangan

By: Keith Radcliff

 As many of you have most likely al-
ready noticed, the main entrance to Cov-
ington Catholic has received a makeover by 
way of a new LED sign. This new addition 
replaces the tired, outdated magnetic ver-
sion that had been standing for several years. 

Our school’s janitors, the ones who regu-
larly changed the letters on the magnetic sign, 
are huge fans of the LED structure because it al-
lows them to trade in their hundreds of jumbled 
magnetic letters for a computer screen, which al-
lows the user to merely type the message that is 
to be displayed on the board. Simply, the new 
sign establishes an easier, quicker way to create 
messages. This newly acquired function, along 
with the sign’s prime location on a large, busy 
highway (Dixie Highway), allows Covington 
Catholic to display large, varying amounts of in-
formation—much more than could have been of-
fered with the old sign— to an enormous amount 
of people in a rapid, relatively inexpensive way. 

However, the arrival of our new LED 

New Digital CCH Sign Installed

actor had to have memorized. The actors played 
off of one another with artful ease throughout 
the entirety of the performance, and each char-
acter received a unique interpretation from each 
actor who played him or her. Brent Vimtrup, in 
his fourth season with the company, brought 
the title character to life in a mesmerizing per-
formance to say the least; Sara Clark starred as 
the primary love interest Ophelia in her eighth 
season with the company. Bruce Cromer played 
Claudius, Hamlet’s murderous uncle and the ma-
jor antagonist of the show. Finally, Billy Chase 
and Justin McCombs provided the much needed 
comic relief of the tragedy as Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern. The truly enthralling performance 
provided by these actors did not go unnoticed; 
students who have absolutely no inclination to 
Shakespeare were found appreciating the com-
pany’s professionalism. Senior Keith Radcliff 
found himself especially entranced by the com-
pany’s use of visual effects, commenting “It was 
a great show. I really liked the special effects: 

the fog and the lighting made every ghost scene 
much creepier and the graveyard scene when 
they used the trapdoors in the stage was really 
cool.” Clearly the company did an excellent job 
of holding the attention of the many teenagers for 
whom watching a Shakespeare play would be the 
absolute last thing they would like to be doing. 

Overall the performance left many stu-
dents more than surprised at how much they en-
joyed a play by the accursed Shakespeare. This 
is a true testament to the excellent job that the 
Shakespeare Company did; keeping the atten-
tion of over one hundred high school seniors 
is not an easily accomplished task. The Cin-
cinnati Shakespeare Company truly deserves 
a standing ovation (which they received) for 
their more than commendable job of not only 
displaying a true piece of art at its full poten-
tial but also for doing so while keeping the eyes 
open of a theatre full of seventeen year old boys.

 

Joe Mangan ponders the meaning of life. 

By: Jake Kleier

 Joe Mangan, the legendary mainte-
nance man is making a comeback to CovCath.

 Before Joe Mangan left CCH in 2012 for 
a job in Newport, he was the head of mainte-
nance and the work study program at CovCath. 
The work study program takes place every day 
after school for two hours for students whose 
family needs financial assistance. The type of 
work involved includes dust mopping, clean-
ing windows and desks, and mopping the stairs. 
While this sounds tedious and repetitive, Joe 
Mangan made every day interesting and not at 
all boring. Whether it was singing in the halls 
or trying to scare everybody in the elevator 
with a random scream, he kept things exciting. 

sign, and all its benefits, was only allowed after 
two main challenges were conquered. One, the 
city of Park Hills has a zoning law that states that 
there are not allowed to be moving, LED signs 
along Dixie Highway in order to minimize dis-
tractions to the drivers. After a year of political 
and lawful voting and negotiating, Covington 
Catholic finally received a variance on the zoning 
law, allowing us to construct the new sign. How-
ever, this variance came with a specific rule—the 
writing on the LED sign must remain static be-
cause moving messages would create too much 
of a distraction for drivers on the highway. Two, 
Covington Catholic needed to raise enough mon-
ey in order to purchase and build the new sign. 
This challenge was overcome thanks to a gen-
erous benefactor that donated the entire amount 
needed; and although the exact amount and 
donor’s name aren’t being disclosed, our com-
munity owes this benefactor a large thank you. 

Our new LED sign, along with numerous 
other projects at Covington Catholic, is a product 
of our unwavering, charitable benefactors that are 
necessary in order to keep our school functioning. 

The construction of the new sign happened in one day.  

 Joe Mangan came every day with a smile 
on his face and always in a good mood ready 
to help anybody. The faculty loved having Joe 
around for a good joke or if they needed assis-
tance in fixing anything. One teacher, Mrs. Diane 
Ruth, said “I was ecstatic when I heard Joe was 
coming back, only because he is always posi-
tive about everything, and he bends over back-
wards to do what he can to help you out.” An-
other teacher, Coach Al Hertsenberg, said “It was 
much quieter around here when [Joe] was gone.” 

  Joe is happy to be back at the school he 
loves, and is excited to work with the faculty and 
staff once again. In the wise words of Joe Mangan, 
“It’s good to be back. Yerrr.” CovCath is lucky to 
have such a great man back in the halls of the school.
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By: Merik Berling

 We have a new Chaplain for Covington 
Catholic! Fr. Matt Cushing is our new Chap-
lin, and he is from St. Anthony’s in Taylor Mill. 
Fr. Matt Cushing’s hometown is Kansas City, 
Missouri, and he is an avid Kansas Jayhawks 
fan. He went to DeVry University to get his 
degree in computer programming. He moved 
to Northern Kentucky in 2005 with the occu-
pation of being a computer programmer. He 
then felt God’s calling to be a priest, and he 
now has been a priest for four and a half years. 

 On January 28, 2014, he conducted his 
first mass for Covington Catholic. We had our 
award ceremony after for Community Service, 
and everyone applauded Fr. Matt Cushing for 
his service in our mass. In his homily, he ex-
plained Thomas Aquinas’ five arguments for 
existence because it was the feast of Thomas 
Aquinas. I can not wait to go to another mass 
conducted by Fr. Matt Cushing in the future.

 

New CCH Chaplain

Father Cushing at his first CCH Mass.

By: Aaron Schilling

 On January 30 Covington Catho-
lic students from all grade levels participat-
ed in the first round of the English Speaking 
Union’s annual Shakespeare competition for 
2014. This initial round determined which 
student would compete in the Cincinnati 
branch’s semifinal round of the competition.

 Every year the English department at 
Cov Cath holds a competition here at school to 
decide which student will take part in Cincin-
nati’s portion of the national Shakespeare com-
petition. The student chosen will move on to per-
form at the semifinals help at Cincinnati’s own 
Playhouse in the Park; there, a group of judges 
will select a smaller group of students to compete 
in the final round of the competition, held at the 
Cincinnati Shakespeare Company. In the final 
round, a single student will be chosen to compete 
at the national level of the competition, located 
in New York City. The initial level of the com-
petition held at each high school requires each 
student to choose one Shakespeare sonnet and 
one monologue from a Shakespeare play from a 
small selection of pieces distributed by the Eng-
lish Speaking Union. At Cov Cath, many English 
teachers require all of their students (especially 
those in freshman or sophomore English classes) 
to perform their choices from these selections in 
front of the class as a grade; from those students, 
the teachers will select a small number (gener-
ally three) to compete again among the thirteen 

English Dept Holds Shakespeare Competition

Student Life

1960’s Showcase Is a Big Hit
By: Neal Stansel

 The Notre Dame and Covington Cath-
olic Theatre took their audiences back into 
the era of Go-go boots and The Twist this 
past weekend with their 1960’s showcase.

 The showcase, 
compiled and directed by 
Ms. Maggie Perrino, fea-
tured some of the greatest 
songs, skits, and dances 
of the 1960s. “Welcome 
to the 60s” opened the 
show in Act 1, and gave 
the audience a taste of 
what was to come the 
rest of the evening. Ju-
niors James Hummeldorf 
and Abby Saurer kept the 
show running as Mas-
ters of Ceremonies by 
introducing segments of 
the showcase throughout 
the night. Popular scenes 
from The Beverly Hill-
billies and Breakfast at 
Tiffany’s were featured in Act I and showcased 
Colonels Noah Birrer, David Rice, Christian Van-

students from all grade levels who competed this 
year. Many upperclassman English teachers do 
not require any students to participate and in-
stead encourage anyone who is interested to per-
form in the school’s final deciding contest. Every 
year, a panel of all of the English teachers at Cov 
Cath determines a top three list of students from 
those who take part in the contest. These three 
students receive a monetary prize for their efforts 
(first prize being fifty dollars, second prize being 
thirty, and third prize being twenty), and the stu-
dent winning first prize moves on to compete in 
the semifinals of the competition at Playhouse 
in the Park. This year’s winners were first place 
winner, senior Aaron Schilling, second place, 
sophomore Lucas Timmerman, and third place, 
sophomore Coleman Sweeney. Aaron Schil-
ling will move on to compete at the semifinal 
level at Playhouse in the Park on February 22.

 All thirteen students who participated in 
the competition this year at Cov Cath deserve 
congratulation for their courage, hard work, 
and talent. It is not easy to stand up in front of 
your classmates and perform (especially Shake-
speare), and those students who did—particu-
larly those who did not have to—showed an 
immense amount of bravery. The annual compe-
tition is also a testament to those teachers who 
dedicate their time to ensure that Covington 
Catholic retains a suitable amount of artistic op-
portunities to those students who might be inter-
ested. And to those teachers, we commend you.

Dusen, and Evan Harmeling. One of the high-
lights of Act 1was the segment Boys vs. Girls in 
which the boys performed “My Girl” followed 
by the girl’s performance of “It’s My Party”.  A 
Motown Medley closed Act I featuring songs 
such as “Sugar Pie Honey Bunch” and “Ain’t 
No Mountain High Enough” with soloist Colin 

Cummings, Aaron Schilling, and Katie Maurer.

 Act II of the showcase opened with 

Zach Meyers, Colin Cummings, Evan Harmeling, and James Hummeldorf try their best to reenact The Beatles.

Chubby Checker’s upbeat song and dance “The 
Twist” followed by a tap dance to The Safaris’ 
“Wipeout”. The 1960’s revue showed not only 
the light, fun side of the 1960s but also the 
darker side by featuring beat poetry performed 
as monologues. Bobby Vinton’s popular tune 
“Blue Velvet” was performed by senior Neal 

Stansel, and famous skits and 
scenes from Gilligan’s Island 
and Goldfinger featured in Act 
II highlighted the talents of 
Zach Meyers and Aaron Schil-
ling. The 1960’s Showcase’s 
curtain closed with a Beatles 
Medley that ended with a pow-
erful rendition of the legend-
ary Beatles’ song “Let it Be”. 

 The Notre Dame and 
Covington Catholic theatre 
program is healthy and grow-
ing by selling out almost all 
of their performances this 
season. The 2013-2014 The-
atre Season finishes it season 
with the famous musical Thor-
oughly Modern Millie April 4th, 

5th, and 6th. Come out and support the the-
atre program in their last show of the year!
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Mom Prom--All American Style
By: Evan Braun 

 Mom Prom was an event to be seen! 
With the theme being “Born 
in the USA”, patriots filled 
the room and danced the night 
away like there was no tomor-
row. Some people even went far 
enough to show up in costumes; 
Abe Lincoln, Cptn America, 
Wonderwoman, Uncle Sam, you 
name it! Mom Prom was al-
most like another Halloween. 

 Once again, Mom Prom 
this year was held at the usual Re-
ceptions in Erlanger. The event 
lasted from 7pm all the way till 
11pm. At 7, guests were starting 
to come in and find their seats. 
Around 7:30, appetizers were 
prepared and served for anyone 
to enjoy.  Later on at 8:30, the Se-
nior Mom-son ceremony began; 
this is where each and every single senior per-

By: Sam Dressman

The annual March for Life has been a tra-
dition at Covington Catholic for almost 15 years 
now. It all started back in the 70’s with the Roe 
V. Wade court case. Since this case determined 
the right for women to have an abortion, people 
have gathered in our nation’s capital to fight the 
ruling. In Washington D.C. the march is orga-
nized to protest the rights to abortion. Students 
and pro-life members from all over the country 
come to walk through D.C. and in front of the 
Supreme Courthouse to fight for the right to life. 

Last year was one of the biggest crowds 
the city has had in a very long time. Unfortu-
nately for CCH and NDA, the extreme cold and 
accumulation of snow brought an abrupt can-
cellation to participating in the march this year. 
Teachers, parents, and students are still praying 
for the cause and the lives of the innocent babies 
being born to hopefully bring an end to abortion. 
This year was the 41st march on January 22, and 
even though many of us from Northern Kentucky 
couldn’t make it there were still thousands of peo-
ple showed. A girl from Detroit named Raneem 
Alayoubi said, “This is only a temporary thing. 
Not being born is forever.” Also, this girl par-
ticipated in the march with the help of crutches. 

March for Life
By: Johnny Thiel

 Catholic Schools Week began this past 
Sunday, January 26th and lasted until Satur-
day February 1st. This year’s theme for Catho-
lic Schools Week was focusing on the com-
munities of faith, service, and knowledge 
more commonly known as Catholic Schools.

 Catholic Schools Week for Coving-
ton Catholic started with the annual Mom 
Prom. Mom Prom is a favorite of the stu-
dents, but more importantly a favorite for the 
mothers of these young men. This is night is 
a special night reserved for the young men 
to give their moms a memorable night in 
thanks for everything they have given to them. 

 Covington Catholic continued their cel-
ebration of Catholic Schools Week with Sun-
daes on Monday, all school Mass on Tuesday, a 
Faculty Breakfast, a Covington Catholic versus 

Catholic Schools Week Celebrated
Notre Dame volleyball match as well as an all di-
ocese Mass at the Cathedral on Wednesday, and 
a Blood Drive on Friday to give back to those 
in need in the community. Sundaes on Mondays 
are a favorite to all of the students as well as 
the Covington Catholic versus Notre Dame vol-
leyball match on Wednesday night. The match 
ended with Covington Catholic winning two 
out of the three games with the Colonel faculty 
team flat out dominating the Panda faculty team.

 Catholic Schools Week is an important 
week in the year for all of the students who attend 
the schools to take some time to realize how fortu-
nate they are to attend these outstanding schools. 
Catholic Schools Week at Covington Catholic is 
no exception to this. The young men at Coving-
ton Catholic made sure to keep their focus on the 
community and their Colonel Brothers in keeping 
with the theme for Catholic Schools Week of the 
communities of faith, service, and knowledge.

sonally thanks his mom and says a few words to 
express his love for her. This event usually takes 

some time. Afterwards, the traditional senior 
mother-son dance was next. Whether they liked 

it or not, the sons danced with their moms to just 
one dedicated song of the night. After the senior 

dance, the real festivities began! 
The dancing competition consist-
ed of each class, starting with the 
juniors, dancing away with their 
partner (their mom) trying to be 
the last ones dancing, If they were 
the last ones dancing they would 
win the prize, a chipotle gift card. 
This was one of the greatest events 
of the night. It was a great time

 In all, the dance was something to 
be remembered! It seemed every-
one had a great time and the moth-
ers appreciated the time they got to 
spend with their sons. Mom prom 
is just one of those yearly events 
that you can’t skip, no matter what 
class you are, I highly recommend 
you attend.  From my experience, 
Mom prom got better each and ev-

ery year. So you wouldn’t want to miss it next 
year will you? Don’t disappoint your mother!

Bishop Foys, who conducted the Diocesan Mass, helped to unify all of the schools.
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The Notre Dame and CovCath volleyball teams after their competition 
admit it was all in good fun.  

By: Neal Stansel

 The Covington Catholic Chamber 
Choir is a force to be reckoned with. Un-
der the musical direction of Mr. Jim Wolfe, 
the Chamber Choir has soared to new heights 
with the release of their new CD and win-
ning the Q.102 Christmas Choir Competition. 

 The Chamber Choir released their new-
est CD, Bridge, in late November. Bridge fea-
tures the amazing talents of both the 2012-2013 
and 2013-2014 Chamber Choirs. Jim Wolfe ex-
claims “Bridge is the best CD released by the 
Chamber Choir so far, and it is all thanks to the 

Covington Catholic Chamber Choir Releases New CD

By: Riley Kinsella 

 Beginning this year a new student 
teacher will be present at Covington Catho-
lic High School. Ms. Johnson, a Notre Dame 
Academy graduate, will be sitting in on classes 
taught by Mrs. Ruth of the English department.

 Ms. Johnson attended Northern Ken-
tucky University for her Bachelor’s Degree in 
English and is now enrolled in a Master’s De-
gree program at Xavier University. Ms. John-
son’s interests outside of school include reading 
and painting. As Ms. Johnson puts it she is also 
a “pretty big Doctor Who nerd and enjoys play-
ing Call of Duty as well.” Ms. Johnson’s favor-
ite academic subjects are English, history, and 
art. She wishes to teach English to high school 

Ms. Johnson Gains Experience in English Dept.
students once she receives her Master’s Degree 
in education. Ms. Johnson will be sitting in on 
classes and helping in the process of educat-
ing the sophomores until May of this year. The 
process of student teaching consists of sitting in 
and watching classes for a few weeks, and then 
eventually instructing students. Ms. Johnson has 
been at Xavier University for two years; this is 
her final semester. Ms. Johnson finds the Cov-
ington Catholic High School atmosphere to be 
friendly and “not quite as wild” as she imagined. 

 Welcome Ms. Johnson to Coving-
ton Catholic High School. We look forward 
to your contributions to the classroom and 
hope you have a good experience teaching the 
sophomore English classes here at Cov Cath.

amazing work ethic and dedication that my boys 
put forth. Their talents continue to amaze me ev-
ery year, and I could not be more blessed with an 
amazing group of men.” The CD features such 
tracks including “Bridge over Troubled Water,” 
“Rhythm of Love,” “Sound of Silence,” “Hal-
lelujah,” and “Over the Rainbow” in memory of 
Dan Tieman. Bridge is available for 10 dollars in 
the Spirit Shop, or can be ordered online. All pro-
ceeds benefit the Dan Tieman Scholarship Fund.

 Last year the Chamber Choir took home 
the title and the grand prize of 5,000 dollars by 
winning the Q.102 Christmas Choir Competi-
tion with their entry “Blue Christmas.” This 

year was no different. The Chamber Choir 
proved once again they are the best in the tri-
state area by winning the Q.102 Christmas Choir 
Competition for a back to back championship. 
The Chamber Choir covered Michael Buble’s 
“ All I Want for Christmas is You” for their 
entry into the competition. Q.102’s own Jeff 
and Jen visited the school to congratulate the 
men of the Chamber Choir on a job well done. 

 The Chamber Choir continues to sur-
pass and succeed the bar they set for themselves. 
There is no telling how far they will reach.  

By: Samuel Hatter

 Wednesday of Catholic Schools Week, 
the Student Senate officers hand-picked a team 
of the most elite, masculine athletes in the 
school to face off with the state runner-up Notre 
Dame Panda volleyball team in an epic match 
to benefit charity. The Colonel team consisted of 
twelve athletes including Grant Schreiver, Joe 
Walsburger, David Hacker, Noah Wilmink, CJ 
Moellering, Sam Dressman, Matty Way, Sam 
Burchell, Max Boyle, Samuel Hatter, Alex Ma-
tos, and Danny Schlachter.

 The Crazies and the Panda sections 

showed up in full force, dressing in the theme of 
girl and boy: girl for the Colonels and boy for the 
Pandas. Introduced by announcers Blake Nelms 
and Aurey Moore, the Colonels stormed the 
court prepared to put a beat down on the girls. 
The starting six men took the court and immedi-
ately went down 10-2. The Colonel head coach, 
Mark Schult, made the decision of a lifetime by 
subbing out the entire rotation for a fresh six 
men. Upon their entrance, the deficit immediate-
ly diminished. Making a strong comeback, there 
was a small glimpse of light before the Panda 
star Heidi Thelen quickly took over, leading the 
Pandas to a 25-14 victory.

Colonels and Pandas Share in a Volleyball Match
 Next, the faculty members from both 
teams were set to face off. The Notre Dame staff 
seemed to be extremely cocky without any rea-
son to back it up, coming off of a brutal loss last 
year. The score was close early on, but the Cov 
Cath staff quickly pulled away with the play of 
the big man up front, Mr. Hansman. Bump, set, 
spike, Mr. Hansman did it all. Our faculty ended 
up winning in a blowout.

 For the third and final game, with the 
schools tied at 1-1, the mighty twelve Colonels 
faced off with some of the Panda seniors ran-
domly selected. The Colonels hit the gas and 
pulled away early, only to never look back in an-
other Colonel blowout win, winning the overall 
series 2-1.

 It ended up being a fun night to watch 
a bunch of students make fools of themselves 
playing volleyball while also benefitting charity, 
profiting over $2,500. Everyone had a good time 
and nobody was hurt, ultimately making the eve-
ning fun and eventful. Hopefully, the event will 
occur again next year.



By: Brian Menke

Covington Catholic Alumnus Jus-
tin Menke graduated from the University 
of Kentucky with a degree in Landscape 
Architecture and found a job doing what 
he loved. However, his hobbies outside of 
work remained an important part of his life. 

Wood working was one of these hob-
bies. Mr. Menke found that he could create 
almost anything with wood and display its 
beautiful grain patterns in every creation. 
His first projects included rings, tables, 
and a gravy ladle. One day, a new idea 
struck him and he created his first wood-
en belt buckle. Justin found that he could 
create buckles that bring out the beauty 
of the wood grain in various native trees. 
His first buckle was made for his own use 
and people starting asking him where he got 

Menke Begins Osage Belt and Buckle Company

it. When Mr. Menke mentioned that it was his 
own creation, requests starting flying in. Soon 

his friends and family all wore his buckles. 

After admiring the fine craftsman-
ship and beauty of the buckles, many sug-
gested that he make a business out of it; 
that’s just what he did. After the many per-
mits and paperwork, Osage Belt and Buck-
le was established. The belt portion of the 
company came when when many people 
asked for the buckles, but found that their 
standard belts couldn’t use the buckle at-
tachment.  Soon the company had a website, 
Facebook page, Instagram, and Pinterest. 

It is still a new company, but or-
ders for buckles and belts have already 
come from across the United States 
and even Canada. The company’s web-
site address is www.osagebelt.com.

By: Jake Kleier

 Circus Mojo is a youth and adult cir-
cus art program where skills such as jug-
gling, balancing, and stilt walking are prac-
ticed that is located in Ludlow, Kentucky.

 Paul Miller, a graduate of Coving-
ton Catholic, is Circus Mojo’s creator and 
motivational clown called Pauly the Clown. 
Circus Mojo’s mission is “to teach and pres-
ent the circus with a fresh perspective and 
encourage everyone to express their unique 
mojo-talent, zeal, confidence, drive, and 
spirit.” Mr. Miller first became a clown in 
1996 when he joined the Ringling Broth-
ers after dropping out of his senior year 
at the University of Cincinnati because he 
just wanted to perform without a script.

 Circus Mojo, which opened in 
2009, also offers classes and workshops 
in juggling, hat tricks, partner acrobat-
ics, plate spinning, theatrical clown-
ing, and ball, stilt, and tight-wire walking. 
And at the end of their classes the students 
get to perform their own Circus Mojo Show. 

 Along with the classes and workshops, 
Circus Mojo also travels to many different 
places to perform.  These include prisons, 
nursing homes, grade schools, and other coun-
tries, like Germany, Israel, Finland, and Aus-
tralia. In the near future, Mr. Miller plans on 

Alumnus Paul Miller Gives Back to Community
franchising the company with new locations 
at Cleveland, Chicago, Houston, and Atlanta. 

 Upcoming events include the Circus 
Wellness Program at Children’s Hospital, per-
formance at Totter Otterville, and mojo birthday 

parties. The main show being performed is Joan 
the Girl of Arc, by Darrah Cloud in conjunction 
with Playhouse in the Park. Performances are 
from January 17 through February 22 for only 
two dollars. This play is about a teenage girl learn-
ing to stand up for what she believes in, to save 
her country. Also, Circus Mojo is going to take 
a group to Germany for three weeks in August.

 In an interview with Paul Miller, he ex-

pressed his gratitude for the city of Ludlow and 
Covington Catholic, specifically the Work Study 
Program. Ludlow has really helped Circus Mojo. 
The city sold an old church for only one dol-
lar to Circus Mojo, and the fire fighters helped 
with getting the theater ready for performances. 

In regards to CovCath Mr. Miller said, “The 
Work Study Program was real nice because it 
gave me the opportunity to use my talents. I 
painted the parking lot lines, field goal posts, 
and the Chapel. I can’t thank CCH enough. 
I donated all the money raised at my 20 
year reunion to the Work Study Program.”

 In regards to being a clown, Mr. Miller 
believes being a clown teaches two things: 
Ethics and Character. The circus has many 
people from different ethnic backgrounds. 
And it also builds good character because 
being a clown teaches real life consequenc-
es;” you can’t cheat when trying to bal-
ance a shopping cart on your nose, or when 
walking across a tight rope.” And for those 

that don’t feel that being a clown isn’t a sport, 
Paul Miller says that “all sports are based on 
two things- balance and coordination. Nothing 
develops these things better than the Circus.”

 Thank you, Paul Miller, for your 
dedication to helping others, both young 
and old. And if you have never been 
to Circus Mojo, you are missing out.
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By: Jason Meyer

The Intramural Basketball League at 
Cov. Cath. has been a long standing tradition. 
From freshman year to senior year it is the most 
participated event at the school. In both the 
freshman and sophomore classes there are 10 
teams. Each team has around 10 or more play-
ers on it; that is over 200 players in the two 
classes alone. Due to the increased number of 
teams the teams with the best records make the 
playoffs. It is no longer automatic; each team 
has to compete in the regular season for a spot 
in the post season. Three weeks into the season 
the teams are starting to show who has come 
to play and who is going to fade into memory. 

In the freshman class there are three 
teams who still have yet to lose. Teams Shel-
ton, Breen, Schobell are on top with undefeated 
records. For Team Breen they have one player 
who has stepped up in back to back games. Brie-
de has scored 22 and 18 points in back to back 
games and is a big reason for the team’s unde-
feated record. On the over side of the table Team 

Underclassmen Battle to the End

By: Brian Radcliff

 One of the most popular festivities 
among Covington Catholic students is the In-
tramural Basketball 
League (IBL). Each 
year many students 
sign up to play in the 
league. The cost to 
play is only fifteen 
dollars, which also 
provides each student 
with a team jersey. 

 IBL is open to 
all grade levels. This 
year’s favorite in the 
junior league is Team 
Wagner, led by the 
Wagner twins, Adam 
and Alex. Other teams 
in the running to take 
the trophy are Team 
Ruwe, led by Adam 
Ruwe and Joe Schuh, 
and Team Guenther, 
led by tennis all-star 
Austin Hussey.  This 
year’s senior league 
consists of eight 
teams all made up of 
ten players. The favorite 
to win this year’s championship is Team Tomlin. 
Team captain Jacob Tomlin has what some would 
call a “stacked” team. Some of the top players on 
the team consist of Joe Walsburger, Jacob Tom-

Juniors and Seniors Look to IBL Tourney

Mashni has not won a single game going 0-3 
over the last three weeks. They need to get their 

act together if they are going to make the play-
offs. Currently the best performance by a single 
player was in week 2 by France. He dropped 28 
points for a 56-48 win for Team Franxmann. 

A grade up in the sophomore one team 
has set themselves apart. Team Heimbrock is 
the only team undefeated. There are two teams 
who still have not yet to win, Teams Baute and 
Tierny. There is a tight race for second place 
with 5 teams with a 2-1 record.  Two play-
ers have had big performances with Dress-
man and Languth both who dropped 28 points. 

In the beginning weeks of IBL ac-
tion the teams have made the season interest-
ing to watch. Now with 5 games left some 
teams are going to need to step it up to keep 
their playoff dreams alive. Looking forward 
to seeing what players step up for their teams 
in the ending weeks of regular season ac-
tion and what teams win the championships. 

Sophomores Tyler Pelletier tries blocking Jake Kreb’s shot.

lin, Grant Schriever, and Nick Pope. In the most 
recent week of play, Team Tomlin beat the very 
prestigious faculty team. This year Jacob and 
his team look to take down the reigning cham-

pions Team Nemann. 
Some of Team Ne-
mann’s key players 
are Nick Cheesman, 
Johnny Thiel, Brian 
Radcliff, Conner 
Brown, and the one 
and only valedicto-
rian, Sean Nemann. 
Other contenders 
for the trophy this 
year are Team Wilm-
ink, Team Moeller-
ing, and the under-
dogs Team Lamarre. 

 Although IBL is 
competitive, it is all 
about having fun. 
Team Brunot is living 
proof of this fact. In 
three and a half sea-
sons together Team 
Brunot has never 
won a single game. 
But every week they 
have a blast. IBL is a 

great activity for all stu-
dents at Covington Catholic, and is a good way 
to make friends and have a great time.  Good 
luck to all teams in this year’s competition! 

Senior underachiever Brian Day blocks Joe Berns’ shot.

Wrestling
By: Samuel Hatter

 Covington Catholic is recognized in the 
community as a school that has great athletic 
programs. Students come here to be a part of 
the best teams in Northern Kentucky. But, some 
students have turned away due to a lack of a 
wrestling team. With that in mind, we decided 
to create Cov Cath’s first ever wrestling team.

 Coached by Dan Johnson, the Colonels 
have high hopes for this year. The Colonels are 
the underdogs at most matches, but have come 
up strong to the surprise of many. I sat down 
with the only senior on the team, Tanner Hard-
en, to ask him a few questions about this sea-
son. Tanner said that the season is going great 
so far. “Every practice is fun and we learn a 
ton. The matches are great and we have been 
doing a pretty good job,” said Tanner. “Coach 
Johnson is a really cool guy. He has a great his-
tory of wrestling in Ohio. He is very tough, but 
also very smart. He is getting great results as 
we improve every day,” he added. When asked 
who the standout wrestlers are, Tanner said that 
Joe Marino is our best upperclassman as he re-
cently won the heavyweight division of the last 
match, and Daniel Branch seems to be a very 
good sophomore. At the last match, the Colo-
nels had a strong showing. Several wrestlers 
did extremely well and a few of them placed. 

The team has goals of improving every 
day and becoming the best wrestlers they can be 
by the end of the season, and also to win the Re-
gion in February. Tanner says, “The future of Cov 
Cath wrestling is extremely bright. We have the 
best coach in the region and many good wrestlers. 
I encourage more people to come out for the wres-
tling team. I promise you will have a great time.”
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By: Thomas Hiltz

 The Covington Catholic Swim Team 
had its first official meet on Tuesday, De-
cember 3rd against Sycamore High School 
in Ohio. The colonels have faced the Avia-
tors the last two years and lost both meets. 
This year they looked to break the streak. 

The Colonels started the meet strong with 
both A and B Varsity Medley Relays out-swim-
ming Sycamore’s relays. The wins kept com-
ing and the point gap between the teams grew 
throughout the night. Event winners included 
Jake Lenstch, Mike Summe, Rob Newman and 
Brendan Meyer. By the last event of the meet, 
the Colonels had established a clear victory and 
finished strong, winning both of the freestyle re-
lays. The final score of the meet was 206-96, and 
the Colonels start their season with a big win.

The following weekend, the Colonels trav-
eled to Anderson High School to face off against 
Anderson and Moeller. The Colonels started this 
meet with an exciting medley relay, in which the 
Colonels out-reached the competition for a vic-
tory won by less than a second. Covington Cath-
olic continued to gain momentum and ended the 
day with a 60 point lead over the opposing teams.

 From here on out, the Colonels and 
head coach Richard Dickmann will look for-
ward to the Regional Swim Meet, which will 
give the team a good idea of how they will 
fair at the State Meet at the end of the season. 
Brendan Meyer, a sophomore and contributor 
to the Sycamore victory, said “the meet was a 
good indicator of things to come this season.”

 Brendan and the other swim-
mers are at the height of their training 
now in hopes of taking Cov Cath’s first 
state swimming title in over twenty years.

Aqua Colonels Set for 
Region

Senior WIll McMurtry tries to swim past all others at the Regional 
Tournamnent.

By: Tommy Lawler 

The Covington Catholic Junior Var-
sity Basketball team is having great year; with 
a 6-3 record and superstar players such as Ju-
nior Evan Lyons and Sophomore Robert Young, 
the JV basketball Colonels are the team to beat 
this year. With key victories over Louisville St. 
Xavier and Cincinnati St. Xavier, the Colonels 
are really rolling. In fact, they’re on a two game 
win streak. The head JV coach, Coach Mat-
thew Otte, is enjoying the successful year. The 
players are also enjoying their successful year.

When asked about what kind of year 
the JV team was having, Evan Lyons respond-
ed with a grin, saying, “I’m really proud to be 
a part of this team. We’ve really blown our 
expectations out of the water. Many teams 
in the region wrote us off early in the season, 
but we’re proving we’re able to compete with 
the best of teams. We’re going to shock the re-
gion!” Evan isn’t the only enthusiastic player on 
this team. The whole crew believes that they’ll 
continue to have a great year and that they have 
a good shot at winning the region this year. 

The only losses that the JV colonels have 
suffered this year came from basketball power-
houses Holmes, Newport Central Catholic, and 
Winton Woods. The Covington Catholic Junior 
Varsity Colonels are certainly proving that they 
will be a top contender in this year’s Junior Var-
sity Regional Tournament, and the colonel cra-
zies will be there to cheer them onto victory. 

JV Basketball

Will Heppler goes for the easy lay-up
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Varsity Basketball Tips Off

Freshman Basketballers Make a Name for Themselves

By: Johnny Thiel

 The Varsity Basketball team started its 
season off at Simon Kenton high 
school in the Kelsey Sorrell Me-
morial Basketball tournament. 

The Colonels took on the 
Mason County Royals in this 
annual pre-season tournament. 
The Colonels started off slow 
and could never catch up to the 
Royals due to a lack of offense 
and a poor defensive effort. 
The Colonels trailed by fifteen 
at halftime and after a spirited 
speech by Coach Ruthsatz, the 
Colonels came out on an eight 
to zero run, but their run would 
be squashed due to poor defense 
and a cold streak on offense. 

 Even though the Colo-
nels performed poorly overall, 
there were a few bright spots in 
the game for the Colonels. Senior Point Guard 
Nick Ruthsatz showed that he could hit shots 
from all over the court; while Senior Forward 
Mark Schult put up a strong defensive effort, 

which most of his team lacked, against play-
ers that were at times five inches taller than 
him. When asked about the game the next day 
Schult said, “Coach was very upset about our 
defense and our lack of offense.” Coach Ruth-

satz’s frustration about team’s defense came 
to a head when he could be heard screaming, 
“Guys, We’re losing!” This came after the Colo-

By: Keith Radcliff

 Behind the hype of our talent-filled, 
undefeated Varsity basketball team and the 
rising stars of the Junior Varsity team, the 
Freshman basketball team has been quiet-
ly making a name for themselves all season. 

 Arriving from numerous different grade 
schools from all over Northern Kentucky, the 
team consists of sixteen well-rounded, skillful 
basketball players: Brent Angel, Ross Basford, 
Anthony Best, Max Bishop, Ben Boydston, 
Kyle Crail, Jake Dressman, Ian Galvin, Andy 
Kuykendall, Zach Michels, Josh Newman, 
Gunner Schuh, Jake Simkonis, Matthew Thiel, 
Jorden Tobler, and Hunter Ziegelmeyer. The 
team is coached by Steve Sorrell, who has 
been a part of the Cov Cath basketball com-

munity for over ten years now, and Matt Ste-
vens, a relatively new addition to the program. 

As of recently, the consist starting five 
for the freshman Colonels has been Bishop, 
Schuh, Angel, Best, and Ziegelmeyer. Also, ac-
cording to several players on the team, there 
are a few players that stand out as true leaders 
of the team, both on and off the court: Hunter 
Ziegelmeyer and Matthew Thiel. Ziegelmeyer 
has consistently been the team’s main offen-
sive threat, boasting a terrific shooting percent-
age; currently, he is the team’s leading scorer. 
Throughout the entire season, Thiel has been the 
best defensive player on the team; he is quick 
on his feet and always gives one hundred per-
cent, never backing down from a challenge.

These stand-out players, along with the 

nels slacked off on defense in the last two min-
utes of the game despite being down ten points.

 Despite the Colonels’ poor performance 
in their first scrimmage, hopes remain high for 

the Basketball Colonels on 
their Road to Rupp. The Colo-
nels showed much promised 
and improvement in the an-
nual Blue-White Scrimmage at 
Covington Catholic last Tues-
day. This scrimmage shows off 
the talent and potential of this 
year’s basketball team. Fresh-
man Cole VonHandorf proved 
that the hype surrounding his 
transfer from Villa Madonna 
Academy is to be believed 
after he showed off his ball-
handling skills and ability to 
make tough shots in traffic. 

 The Colonels officially 
tip off their season Decem-
ber 6th against the Moeller 
Crusaders at Moeller High 
School. Hopes and expecta-

tions for this year’s team to take the Regional 
Title remain high and a very real possibility. 

Mark Shult is not going to let #41 score on him.

unyielding support of all the other teammates, 
have led to the freshman Colonels to a 12-0 record 
that consists of numerous quality, difficult wins. 
They have beaten such teams as Cincinnati St. 
Xavier, Louisville St. Xavier, Holmes, and Win-
ton Woods. Thiel commented on his team’s im-
pressive record thus far this season saying, “We 
work well as a team and everyone knows their 
role. I believe that our team chemistry is the main 
reason why we have been successful this year.”

The team has two important games com-
ing up this season; they play Newport Cen-
tral Catholic on Friday, January 17th and Ryle 
High School on Saturday, February 1st. Come 
out and support your freshman Colonels, on 
these games especially, and help cheer them 
on to an undefeated season and regional title. 

Coach Matt Stevens patiently 
awaits the shot from his players.  
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