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MOM  PROM LIVING IN THE 1950’S

Fighting AbortioN, Colonel Style
Kyle Brake

 With the start of a new year, many peo-
ple around the country will be assembling in our 
nation’s capital, Washington DC. These people 
are organizing to protest the Roe V. Wade Bill 
that was passed on that day, over 50 years ago. 

 The Washington March for Life is said 
to be the largest accumulation of Pro-Life ac-
tivists in the United States. In previous years, 
it has been said that almost 30,000 people will 
flock to this area in hopes to overturn the bill, 
which, legalized abortion. The March for Life is 
unlikely to draw as large a crowd as the Wom-
en’s March or Trump’s inauguration, but orga-
nizers said they hope for hundreds of thousands 
of participants. In recent years, turnout has gen-
erally hovered in the tens of thousands. Events 
DC said that 92 buses have obtained permits 
to park at RFK Stadium on Friday, compared 
with 450 buses that requested permits for Inau-
guration Day and 1,200 buses for the Women’s 
March. Metro, anticipating a large crowd, will 
run extra trains on Friday, just as it did for the 
Women’s March the Saturday previously.

 Covington Catholic realizes the importance 
of this march because the Colonels have been 
attending for many years. Every year the fac-
ulty organizes a fleet of buses to take willing 
students to profess their beliefs in the nation’s 
capital. CCH often sends around 500 of its fin-
est students to DC every year to march. Those 
who choose not to attend the trip will be gath-
ered together for a rosary service. These Colo-
nels will be praying for the end to abortion and 
the safety of their classmates. 

 The march in Washington ends on the 
steps of the Capitol Building where the rosary 
is prayed by all the people who have made the 
trip there that day. With this being the biggest 
Pro-Life March in America, there is bound to 
be Pro-Choice supported there too. 

 In addition to praying for the end to 
abortion, the students will also pray for those 
who have gone through an abortion and for 
those considering having an abortion. Many 
times, the Pro-Life marchers will come in con-
tact with people of different view and they are 
asked to pray for them and try to solve the con-

flict peacefully. 

 With all this preparation, the 2017 
Washington March For Life, should be one of 
the best ones yet. 

Henry Toebbe 

     In the last weekend of January, the boys 
prepared to take their mothers on a date they 
will remember for the rest of a life time, Mom 
Prom. Every year the Colonels are invited to 
bring their mothers to a night out involving a 
theme; with this year, the committee of moms 
came to the decision to go back in the past with 
a sock hop and rock and roll theme. With many 
families dressing as the “T Birds” and the “Pink 
Ladies,” there was a sense of a night from the 
movie Grease. All the mothers and sons had the 
opportunity to get some photos in an old-school 
photo booth with a multitude of props to bring 
their pictures to life. 

     Staying with the theme, the dinner was as 
if it were from the past at a good ole diner in-
cluding hamburgers, hotdogs, french-fries, and 
how else could you forget the malts. After all 
the eating was said and done an old fashioned 
candy bar was then finally opened to those who 
had been drooling over it since their arrival. 

Then with the main event of the night, all the 
senior moms were asked to step out onto the 
dance floor to have their long-awaited dance 
pereformed to the Grease Medley song track. 
With all the seniors and classmates impressed 
with their moms’ skills on the floor, they pre-
pared for the mother-son dance competition. 

With each year becoming more exciting than 
the last, tension was rising as each grade lev-
el was out to perform. In the freshman class, 

some new names were made as they begin their 
first mom prom dance. In the sophomore class 
the returning champs, the Reuschs looked to 
keep their streak alive, but the Hentz twins and 
their mother were able to take over the crowd 
and maintain the upset. Up next in the junior 
class we had the Mayers coming away with 
the crowd’s attention with some flashy dance 
moves and becoming champs yet again. In 
the seniors’ final dance-off there was a tie be-
tween the returning champs Basfords and the 
Dressmans. With each couple having different 
dancing styles, they seemed to have split the 
audience into two sides. The judges came to the 
decision that the dancers would have one more 
final minute to prove they were the champions. 
Dressmans went back to the tactics that got 
them into the finals while the Basfords tried a 
new unorthodox move between-the-legs slide. 
In the end the slide was just enough to give the 
judges what they needed to crown the Basfords 
as champs. 

     It was a fun and exciting night at Receptions 
for all the families involved and will be a life-
long memory to cherish. Some seniors may be 
glad the mom proms are over while others will 
miss it dearly, but one thing is that no matter 
their opinion, they will remember it as a great 
time of bonding with their moms, which is after 
all what the night is all about.  



Nick Porras
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Rap Artists Dabbing To The Top

Star WArs Rogue One

Split Gets A Split Decision
Re Watch Pulp Fiction

Ben Schmitter

 Migos is an American rap 
group from Georgia who started in 
2009. This 
group con-
sists of three 
m e m b e r s 
i n c l u d i n g : 
Quavo, Take-
off, and Off-
set. The Mi-
gos were not 
really known 
too well until 
they released 
the song 
“Versace” in 
October of 
2013. From 
then on they 
r e c e i v e d 
more recog-
nition and 
c o n t i n u e d 
making music that hyped people up.

 The Migos created several 
successful singles from 2014 until 

now and some of those songs in-
clude: “Fight Night,” “Pipe It Up,” 
and “Bad and Boujee.” One thing 
that assisted the Migos’ come-up is 

how they in-
troduced the 
‘dab.’ In the 
song “Pipe It 
Up,” the dab 
was imple-
mented. It 
had been used 
prior, but af-
ter this song 
the dab went 
viral. And so 
did the Mi-
gos. They 
are current-
ly the most 
well know 
rap group in 
2017. Their 
single “Bad 

and Boujee” that released in Octo-
ber of 2016 is now a platinum re-
cord and at the top of various mu-
sic charts including ‘Billboard Hot 
100.

Luke Lonnemann

 I recently re-watched Pulp 
Fiction, a movie I have seen many 
times, and it made me realize how 
good that movie is. The movie is 
based around two hit men, a boxer, 
a gangster’s wife, and a pair of din-
er bandits and how they all come to-
gether in four tales of violence and 
redemption. The two hit men are 
Vincent Vega and Jules Winnfield, 
the gangster’s wife is Mia Wallace, 
and the boxer is Butch Coolidge. 
All these people’s lives in the mov-
ie intertwine in some kind of way, 
both in good ways and bad. They 
run into many problems with each 
other, and make a lot of mistakes, 
but they are all ultimately out to 
get out of the complicated situation 
they are in and try to move on with 
their lives with no loose ends.

 The movie stars John Tra-
volta, Uma Thurman, Samuel L. 
Jackson, Bruce Willis, with Tim 
Roth guest starring. The movie won 
best writing and was nominated for 

an additional six, including Best 
Picture, Best Actor in a Leading 
Role, Best Actor in a Supporting 
Role, Best Actress in a Supporting 
Role, Best Director, and Best Film 
Editing. Pulp Fiction is considered 
one of the best movie scripts of all 
time by many critics. This movie is 
classic Quentin Tarantino, his best 
known film, and the work that set 
him up for the rest of his career, 
which is still flourishing today.

 It takes multiple viewings to 
fully comprehend exactly what hap-
pens in this movie and the order it 
is in. Once I came to appreciate the 
writing and the story, it became one 
of my favorite movies I have ever 
seen. This is also one of my favor-
ites, for the main stars in it are some 
actors who I highly appreciate, and 
the movie would not be the same 
without their outstanding perfor-
mances. If you have not seen this 
movie, or if you have only seen it 
once or twice, I would recommend 
giving it a try.  

Nathan Bir   
 

 Rogue One: A Star Wars 
story was an excellent December 
movie set in the famed Star Wars 
universe. Rogue One is a spinoff 
of the crazy popular Star Wars se-
ries, so living up to the hype that 
was built up was a hard thing to do. 
Thankfully, it succeeded with flying 
colors as this movie will surely im-
press both hardcore Star Wars fans 
and casual movie goers alike. The 
cast included mostly unknowns be-
ing led by Felicity Jones and Diego 
Luna, who play two rebels embark-
ing on a near suicide mission deep 
into Imperial space. Rounding out 
the crew we have Mads Mikklesen ( 
Dr. Strange, Hannibal) as Jyn mys-
terious father and Ben Mendelsohn 
(Bloodline) as the villainous Orson 
Krennic, the director of the Death 
Star Project.   The biggest drawback 
is the jumping of locations early in 
the movie, as they had to introduce 
the sizable cast. However, once all 
of them are introduced, the movie’s 
pace speeds off providing great ac-
tion scenes and the feel of a Star 
Wars movie.

 The basic plot of Rogue 
One is a group of rebels discover-
ing the existence of a super weapon 
and finding a way to stop it. It was 
made partially because of the origi-
nal complaints of A New Hope, in 
which an outrageously expensive 
death star is destroyed by a lone 
rocket.  This movie helps explain 
and flesh out the events leading up 
to the original movie, and in the 
process it features a ton of fan ser-
vice like cameos from the original 
trilogy. 

 This movie seemingly does 
the impossible by making a Star 
Wars movie without things like 
light sabers and Jedi, as this is the 
first Star Wars movie not to feature 
a light saber duel. Rogue One’s ten-
sion grows to almost an unbear-
able level as you realize that these 
characters are not invincible and 
are only human. This movie has 
garnered critical praise for being 
a darker and more grounded Star 
Wars adventure. I strongly recom-
mend this movie for fans of the Star 
Wars series and fans of action mov-
ies alike.

Ryan O’Connell

 M. Night Shyamalan’s high-
ly anticipated horror thriller about a 
man diagnosed with Dissociative 
Identity Disorder DID swept away 
the box office when it opened on 
the weekend of January 20th with 
a gross $40,190,000.  James McA-
voy plays the lead role of Kevin 
Crumb, which also includes 23 
other distinct personalities with dif-
ferent traits and abilities.  DID is a  
controversial disease in the psycho-
logical field, and this is expressed in 
the film when Crumb’s doctor, “Dr. 
Fletcher” played by Betty Buckley 
fights throughout the movie that 
this disorder can contain the pos-
sibility of achieving the brain’s full 
potential rather than hinder it.  

 The movie begins when 
Casey Cooke Anya Taylor-Joy a 
girl detached from her classmates 
socially attends a birthday party, 
and does not have a ride home.  
The father of the host of the birth-
day offers her a ride home along 
with the host of the party and one 
of her friends.  A mysterious man 
enters the car and sprays chemicals 
to knock the girls out and proceeds 
to kidnap them.  The man is Kevin 

Crumb, and the girls soon realize 
that there is more to him than they 
think, and that someone else is com-
ing for them.

 This film works well in 
many ways and really delivers as a 
suspenseful psychological movie.  
The cinematography is well done, 
and when you are watching the girls 
in the basement of the old build-
ing and they are in a dimly lighted 
room, it starts to make your skin 
crawl.  This comes to no surprise 
with M. Night Shyamalan direct-
ing, and an excellent performance 
by James McAvoy who virtually 
plays 23 different roles as a man 
diagnosed with Dissociative Iden-
tity Disorder.  The thing lacking in 
this film is how it is long and drags 
on, and never really has much of a 
climax.  It provides a lot of insight 
into the psychological aspect of the 
illness of the brain, but never re-
ally delivers on all of the buildup.  I 
would recommend this film to Shy-
amalan and thriller fans alike, but if 
you are looking for action, then you 
are looking in the wrong place.  In 
conclusion, I would give this film a 
7.2/10.



Honors Band Students at NKU
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CONGRATULATIONS to these members of the Notre Dame Academy 
and Covington Catholic Band.   These outstanding student musicians were 
selected to audition for the NKU Honor Band Symposium this past week-
end of January 20 and 21st.  These nine performed with this select band 
of high school musicians at NKU. The guest conductors included Dr.Brant 
Karrick from the NKU music faculty and Robert W. Elliott.  We are all  
proud of the way these students represented our school band.  Notre Dame 
Academy and Covington Catholic High School offer a top notch band pro-
gram where students can experience a wide variety of ensembles, includ-
ing Marching Band, Jazz Band, String Ensemble, and Concert Band.  Band 
Director Mr. Greg Cerimele is always excited about every aspect of band, 
and urges if you have any questions about the CCH / NDA band that you 
contact him.  Mrs. Ruth and her family attended the concert on Saturday.  
She responded, “ I was so impressed with the students’ excellence.  Grace 
Caccavari even had a vocal solo, which was impressive.” Look for the Jazz 
Band at the next drama producation and the Arts Festival in February.  

BACK ROW:     Bryan Walter,  Blaine Ritz, Isaac Boldery, Jacob Rohling, Nathan Schro-
eder.  FRONT ROW:   Emily Farrell, Anissa Dickerson, Grace Caccavari, Ming Waih 
Wong Burgess.

Stephen Schutt
 2016 was a great year.  We saw some great trends and the weirdest 
presidential election of all time.  Everyone’s favorite trend was the Dab, 
started by Carolina Panthers’ quarterback Cam Newton after scoring a TD.  
Technology made a big leap too with the iPhone coming out without a 
headphone jack.  While everyone likes the phone, many people hate that 
they are being forced to use Bluetooth.  There was also a big incident with 
the Samsung Note blowing up.  This was the biggest recall of all time.
 Besides technology, we saw some incredible sports moments as 
well.  One of the best was Aaron Rodgers’ Hail Mary against Arizona Car-
dinals in the divisional semi-finals to send the game into overtime, but the 
Packers did fall short.  Cleveland will always love 2016, for it was their 
first major sports championship since 1970.  Cleveland did it in unbeliev-
able style, coming back from a 3-1 deficit.  History was made at the 2016 
Olympics too.  We saw Michael Phelps return from retirement and win a 
medal in all his events.  Brazil also could celebrate a gold medal in soccer 
after being destroyed in the 2014 World Cup Semi-Final, losing to Ger-
many 8-1. 
 Many great movies were made this year as well.  Some of the best 
included Star Wars: Rogue One, The Revenant, and Sully.  Kids enjoyed 
movies like Secret Life of Pets, Finding Dory, and Sing.  
 2016 was just full of excitement all around.  

Looking Back at 2016

Griffin Flesch 

In 2016, the world lost many iconic figures that made tremendous impacts 
in different areas of life. They have inspired, made people laugh, cry, and 
cheer, as well as many other things. But now, they are gone. Let us never 
forget those who died and the affect they had on the world.

Nancy Reagan passed away on March 6 in Los Angeles, CA. She was 
married to Ronald Reagan, the 40th President of the United States and was 
the First Lady for 8 years. 

Muhammad Ali passed away on June 6 in Scottsdale, AZ. He was a boxer 
but more importantly an influential figure in the lives of many.

Pat Summit ended her NCAA coaching career with 1,098 wins, the most 
of any Division 1 coach all-time. She died on June 28.

On July 2, Elie Wiesel passed away in New York City. He was an influ-
ential writer who wrote Night and Holocaust figure as well as professor.

Gene Wilder, who will also be remembered as “Willy Wonka” and “Victor 
Frankenstein,” passed away on August 29 in Stanford, CT.

On September 25, the golf world lost one of the most important figures in 
its history when Arnold Palmer died.  Palmer won four Masters Tourna-
ments from 1958-1964 and gave the popular lemonade and iced tea drink 
its name.

On November 25 in Havana, Cuba, Fidel Castro passed away. In Cuba, 
Castro was the prime minster and later president from 1958 to 2008.

On December 27, Carrie Fisher died in Los Angeles, CA. She was most 
well known for her role as Princess Leia in the Star Wars films.

These people as well as many others died in 2016, and we will miss them 
greatly. 

Farewell to our Heroes 
and our Friends

2 on 2 Basketball Inc.

Mo Thiel 
& Zach Michels
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Catholic Shools week: Faith, Knowledge, & Service
Josh Galvin

 Catholic Schools 
Week is like Christmas to 
every Cov Cath student. 
We look forward to it ev-
ery year, celebrating it with 
the upmost excitement. The 
whole week is planned out 
with various activities to 

celebrate our school and our 
way of a Catholic educa-
tion.  

 We started off the 
week with Sundaes on Mon-
day.  All the students were 
happy to get their own bowl 
of ice cream at lunch and 
top it off with a bunch of 
assorted toppings provided 

by the great moms from the 
Parents Club.  

 T u e s -
day was pa-
jama/dress like 
your favorite 
teacher day. A 
few religious 
minded were 

selected to at-
tend the Dioc-
esan Mass down 
at the Cathedral. 
The Bishop was 
in attendee and so 
were all the Cath-
olic schools in 
the Diocese. The 
Bishop was kind 

enough to 
give everyone 
a day off. Co-
incidentally, 
the Colonels 
already had 
that day off.

 O n 
Wednesday, the Colonels re-
laxed a little bit with an out 

of uniform day that helped 
money for 
the Emer-
gency Cold 
Shelter. Lat-
er that night 
the Colonels 
took on the 
Pandas in the 
annual volleyball game. 

Sadly, the Pandas defeated 
our Teachers and our 
A- Team. Our B-Team 
prevailed and defeated 
the Pandas.

 The Thursday of 
Catholic schools week 
we attended mass as a 
school. The big event 

w a s 
on Fri-
day, the 
l o n g 
a w a i t e d 
for tal-
ent show! 
The talent 

show was spearheaded by 
senior Jake Dressman. The 

Andrew Mullen

 On Friday, January 
20th, Senior Zach Rohling 
took a trip to the nation’s 
capital to witness the Inau-
guration of the 45th Presi-
dent of the United States of 
America, Donald Trump.

 Over 900,000 proud 
Americans filled the Na-
tional Mall to congratulate 
President Trump. There 
were many religions repre-
sented in the ceremony in 
various ways. Also, some 
musicians performed for 
the ceremony including 
Toby Keith and others.

 President Trump 
gave an extremely patriotic 
speech on how the coun-
try needs to become uni-
fied again. President Trump 
said, “It’s time to remember 
that old wisdom our sol-
diers will never forget, that 
whether we are black or 
brown or white, we all bleed 
the same red blood of patri-
ots.”

Zach describing the 
week, said it was “a patriot-
ic revolution that ended the 
corruption of Democrats in 
The United States.”

 Zach also talked 

talent was amazing. Senior 
Blair We-
sely led off 
with Gui-
tar Hero 
s k i l l s , 
Marsha l l 
Honrnsby 
and Harry 

Moore were neck to neck in 
the pancake eating contest. 

The most rivet-
ing act was Mi-
chael Finke and 
Mark Breide 
with long divi-
sion. 
T h e 

face-off of the 
subs had every-
one of the edge 
of their seats, 
until Zach Mi-
chels, one of the tasters, said 
he found a hair on his sub.  
Max Cochran gave his ren-

dition of the 
River, made 
famous by our 
own Coach A.  
Jake Dress-
man brough 
us dog tricks 
galore. And 
the show 

wrapped up with a rap 
by the Chamber Choir.   
 

   What 
a great weak of Catholic 
celebration!Thanks to all 

who helped plan and make 
the week special.  

Rohling Lives his Dream
about how fortunate we are 
to live in a country of free-
dom where we can vote for 
the president. He said, “I 
was greeted by many Trump 
supporters, but also quite a 
few protesters. Many pro-
testors don’t even really 
know what they are pro-
testing. They just listen to 
mainstream media.”

 In final remarks, 
Zach said it was amazing to 
share this experience with 
so many people that share 
the same values as him. “I 
can’t wait to see Trump in 
office, Make America Great 
Again!” 

Silverbells 
David Reisinger

 Covington Catho-
lic’s sister school, Notre 
Dame Academy, hosted 
its annual winter dance on 
Friday night, January 20th. 
Hundreds showed up to the 
dance, ranging from sopho-
mores to seniors. Most of 
the Notre Dame girls invite 
CCH men, but some of the 
girls do invite guys from 
other schools. The guys that 
really proved themselves as 
great dancers were the St. 
Henry guys. They were get-
ting rowdy from the begin-
ning, and everyone loved 
the dance moves that they 
brought with them, along 
with their choice of awe-
some attire! Notre Dame Se-
nior Christin Sherrard was 
the winner of the dance’s 
“Snow Princess.” When in-
terviewed about receiving 
the award, Christin said, 
“I am so honored to have 
been chosen to receive this 
award. I have been coming 
to this dance for the past 

three years, and have want-
ed nothing more than to be 
added to this prestigious list 
of princesses.”

 Some of the star 
dancers from CCH included 
seniors Ross Basford, Cam-
eron Berling, David Re-
isiger, Hudson Henry, and 
Stephen Schutt. The Colo-
nels were getting rowdy 
all night long to songs like 
“Everytime We Touch,” 
“Yeah!” and “No Hands.” 
When asked about the 
dance, Ross Basford said, 
“Last year was a major let 
down. The overall mood of 
the dance was a complete 
let down, but that totally 
changed this year. Dancing 
was everywhere, and every-
one had a great time. I am 
just jealous that I will not 
get to experience Silver-
bells in 2018.” All in all, the 
dance was a great success, 
and all the underclassmen 
are excited for the upcom-
ing years.  

Zach enjoys the festivities of his trip to Wash-
ington, D.C.



Speech Competition
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Donating Blood

Our new Student teacher: 
Emily Neubauer

Austin Wilson 

 The Covington Catholic Colonels hosted the annual Blood Drive 
on January 20th, put on by Hoxworth Blood Center.  All day on the 20th stu-
dents, faculty, and any other staff members exitedclass to  give their blood.  
The Blood Drive was set up in the Griffin Centre. In total, 41 members 
of the school participated.  Many other students wanted to give blood but 
could not due to winter sports training. At the end of the drive 38 units of 
blood was collected. Cov Cath Colonels love to help out the community in 
any way possible, and this is just another way to help others in need. 

 Ryan Eckerle helped 
the faculty and Hoxworth 
Blood Center get things 
going and running smooth-
ly. Zach Michel’s was one 
of the students who donat-
ed blood. Zach has given 
blood for three years here 
at CCH and has loved every 
second of it. “I love giving 
blood. You might get a little 
light headed the first time, 
but it’s for a good cause 
and I am all for helping out 
those in need. My favorite 
part is watching the other 
kids who start to pass out, 
but the nurses stop them 
from doing so.” Zach was 
just one of the 41 Colonels 
who donated blood on this 
day. You don’t know this 
but, your blood could be 
rare and help save a help!  Ammo Yells in pain because the needle hurts so bad

Matthew Thiel

 Ms. Neubauer is a new stu-
dent teacher at CovCath that is cur-
rently assisting Ms. Baulch’s Eng-
lish classes. Ms. Neubauer is from 
Cincinnati and attended Mount 
Notre Dame High School. She 
comes from a four person family. 
She has a brother five years older 
who works for Fifth Third Bank in 
the Fraud Department, her father is 
an engineer at GE, and her mother 
is an English teacher at a grade 
school.. Ms. Neubauer completed 
her undergrad from Xavier Univer-
sity in English. She is currently in 
the process of getting her Master’s 
Degree from Xavier in Education.

 Ms. Neubauer told us that 
she expected what CCH would be 
like before she got here. Ms. Neu-
bauer attributes this to going to 
Mount Notre Dame and being a sis-
ter school with Moeller. She says 
this helped her know what going to 
a school with only one sex would 
be like. Ms. Neubauer expected the 
Cov Cath students to be pleasant, 
and CCH has upheld these stan-
dards. She says compared to other 
public schools that she has assisted 
at, CCH has been more polite and 
well behaved. Some of Ms. Neu-
bauer’s hobbies include watching 
sports, especially baseball. She 
enjoys travelling around to watch 
baseball games, and just travelling 
in general. Some of her traveling 
includes a 3-week trip she took to 
Scandinavia and studying abroad in 
the Netherlands earlier in her col-

lege career. Although Ms. Neubau-
er enjoys sports, she does not plan 
on playing in the faculty volleyball 
game on Wednesday against NDA’s 
faculty.  

Ms. Neubauer told us that 
her favorite book is Harry Pot-
ter and if she could add one book 
to the English curriculum at CCH 
that it would be Harry Potter. She 
likes Harry Potter, so much that 
when asked to rank Harry Potter 
movies, Star Wars, and Lord of the 
Rings movies she chose 1) Harry 
Potter 2) Star Wars and 3) Lord of 
the Rings. Ms. Neubauer considers 
“Suspense books” must reads for 
book readers. She says these books 
create a love of reading and engage 
the reader more so than other books. 
Some of her music interests include 
the rapper Drake, country, and mu-
sicals. Some of her favorite movies 
include Jurassic Park and Jurassic 
World. Her favorite superhero is 
Batman, and if she could pick one 
super power, it would be teleporta-
tion. She easily prefers dogs over 
cats. 

Ms. Neubauer has the mak-
ings of a great young teacher. No 
doubt she will be a terrific addition 
to the Covington Catholic family!

Ryan O’Connell

 The Optimist International 
Scholarships Contests which is 
sponsored by The Optimist Club 
of Covington in Kenton County 
is a contest for students under 18 
in Kenton County.  This contest 
includes an essay contest for a 
chance to win scholarship money, 
and also a speech contest in which 
five of our Colonels participated.

 The topic for the Oratorical 
Contest is “What the World Gains 
from Optimism” and the speech 
must be longer than four minutes 
and less than five.  This contest was 

first held in 1928, and over 2000 
clubs participate in this program 
every year.  This winner of this 
contest will receive $100 from 
Oratorical Contest Chairman John 
Middleton.  

 Covington Catholic sent 
five speech students to compete 
in this contest this year: Jacob 
Dressman, Michael Collins, Mason 
Kinsella, Alex Moore, and Avery 
Dietz.  Avery Dietz led the Colonels 
winning first place at the Oratorical 
Contest.  In April he will be traveling 
to Radcliffe, Kentucky, to compete 
for the Regional Oratorical Contest.

MLK day
Nathan Bir

 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
is a nNational holiday celebrating 
the life of famed Civil Rights activ-
ist Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. He 
helped bring an end to segregation 
and ended up losing his life for his 
cause. Martin Luther King, Jr. was a 
major contributor in the Civil Rights 
Movement from around 1954 to his 
death in 1968. His best known work 
include the Letter from Birming-
ham Jail, which stated how the 
much celebrated Boston Tea Party 
was against the law and what Hitler 
did in Nazi Germany was legal and 
supported, and his famous “I Have 
a Dream” speech which took place 
near the Lincoln Memorial in 1963. 
This an many of his efforts help to 
bring an end to racial segregation 
all across the United States. 

 Unfortunately, Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr.’s life was cut tragi-
cally short when a gunman shot 

and killed King on March 29, 1968, 
in Memphis, Tennessee. Later that 
year Congress passed the Civil 
Rights Act of 1968 which “prohib-
ited discrimination in housing and 
housing-related transactions on the 
basis of race, religion, or national 
origin.” This was a direct result of 
King and other activists’ work. On 
November 2, 1983, a bill was signed 
by then President Ronald Reagan 
stating that Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day would be on the 3rd Monday in 
January, which is roughly the day 
King was born, January 15. Three 
years after the bill was signed the 
first MLK Day was observed; how-
ever it took an additional 5 years for 
all the states to ratify this holiday. 
This is only the 3rd time in U.S his-
tory that a holiday is named after a 
single person; the others are George 
Washington and Christopher Co-
lumbus.

Optimist Club Holds Contest

Avery Dietz accepts his 
prize from Optimist Club 
president Pee wee Reese.
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Davis State Champion in Trap Shooting

Student Life: Highlights

Austin Wilson 

Normally, people do not 
think of CCH having hunters or stu-
dents who are interested in shoot-
ing.  Yet, each year there are a few 
diehard hunters and gun enthusi-
asts.  Noah Davis is one of those 

students.  

T r a p 
shooting is one 
of the three ma-
jor disciplines 
of competitive 
clay pigeon 
shooting. In trap 

shooting, the targets are launched 
from a single house or machine, in 
opposite direction of the shooter. 
The shooter has a shotgun and the 
objective is to shoot the trap, or 
clay pigeon out of the air. Points 
are scored by destroying the pigeon 
with a direct hit, even just grazing it 
for the minimum amount of points.

 Senior Noah Davis is an 
excellent Trap Shooter. Over the 

summer he competed in multiple 
competitions and ended up with 
multiple victories. His greatest ac-
complishment was having his best 
outing yet in the State Champion-
ship competition. Noah, is now a 
state champion in trap shooting. I 
sat down and asked him about his 
accomplishments. 

 When asked how long he 
had been shooting, Noah said, 
“Since I was 8 years old.” Eight 
years old seems young to handle 
guns, but Noah replied that each 
year his family 
returned to Loui-
siana, where he is 
originally from, 
for a hunting trip.  
Since he was too 
young to hunt 
with the adults, all 
the younger kids 
went to a clay 
shooting range.  

 Last year 
he joined a clay 

A New Colonel
Jacob Kennedy

 Freshman transfer student Michael 
Manning is adapting quite well to CCH life. He 
is from Salina, Kansas, where he says the big-
gest change is the traffic. His mother, a banker, 
was transferred here, and Michael began at the 
start of this semester. Michael, a quiet, timid 
boy,  enjoys wrestling, football, his new inter-
est of art, and playing with his pets-- two Hus-
kies, a cat, and a turtle. Michael, coming from 
a public school, does not mind the new dress 
code of CCH. As of yet, Michael does not have 
any favorite teachers.  He finds them all to be all right. He is loving the 
Colonel brotherhood and all of his classmates. “It is a lot like my old 
school, except for religion class.” Michael claims Kansas is cold like Ken-
tucky; “It gets windy in Kansas, though.”  Michael plans on staying with 
Cov Cath and cannot wait for the future years to come. 

Nathan Bir

 The Ski Colonels ventured 
to the icy slopes of Perfect North 
on January 17, for the nationwide 
event known as Special Olympics 
Skiing. The Colonels began by 
helping the athletes learn to ski dur-
ing the 6-hour long ski event. After 
they perfected their skills, they then 
completed a series of events rang-
ing from slalom to fastest down the 
hill. The winners received med-
als for their efforts, and after the 
events they received a nice warm 
meal from LaRosa’s Pizzeria. Each 
of the Ski Colonels had a blast on 
this trip with skier Kyle Brake say-

Noah Dames takes a breather after helping two Olympians.

Special Olympics Another Success

ing, “I was doing it for the service 
hours at first; however, once I saw 

the joy on the special 
olympians’ faces I 
realized that this was 
so much more than 
that.” The outing was 
led by Mrs. Stengle 
who also leads all 
other Ski Club out-
ings. Seniors Noah 
Dames, Jeffrey Hus-
ton and Kyle Brake 
also helped to make 
this event a success.

 One of the main 
reasons that Special 

Olympics sports started was to help 

raise awareness for the abilities of 
people with intellectual disabili-
ties. The national Special Olympics 
Games are hosted every 2 years al-
ternating between the summer and 
winter games, much like the regu-
lar Olympics except the Special 
Olympics are hosted on the years 
in between the winter and summer 
Olympics schedule. The Special 
Olympics Committee helps fund-
raise for these individuals while do-
ing other good works like training, 
competitions, health screening, and 
by raising awareness for these indi-
viduals. 

shooting team with the guidance of 
fellow Colonel Josh Schultz.  Noah 
joined the Bob White Club with the 
Northern KY Top Guns team.  We 
would practice every Thursday with 
the coaches carefully watching to 
see who was the best to place us on 
the squad.  A squad consists of five 
shooters who become your team-
mates.  

 The team shot in two tourna-
ments and felt they were ready for 
state competition.  When the points 
were tallied, Noah found himself a 

Dorning 
Supply Co.

7350 Industrial Rd.
Florence, KY 41042

525-0666

state champion in Trap Shooting. 
Noah added, “ All the time and hard 
work I put in ran through my mind. 
I thought about my parents who 
sacrificed time, and money, tons of 
money buying the pigeons. I was 
just relieved. It has always been 
a dream of mine to be the best at 
something.” 

 The team went on to com-
pete in Nationals as well and came 
in 7th in the nation.  Well Noah, 
not many people can say they are a 
state champion, so this is quite an 

accomplishment. 
Covington Catho-
lic has had many 
state champions, 
but Noah Davis 
is definitely the 
first Trap Shoot-
ing Champion at 
CCH.
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Robotics Hosts CCH 
Tournament

Jon Gallenstein Scholarship Winners

Junior Zach Thapar 
returns to CCH

Cole Stava

The Gallenstein Art Scholarship is awarded to senior Art 3/4 
students who show great promise in their art abilities. The Scholar-
ship was set up in memory of Jon Gallenstein.  Jon was passionate 
about his art when he was here as a Colonel, and the scholarship 
keeps his memory alive after his sudden passing right at the begin-
ning of his junior year.  Every year three students are awarded the 
great honor. The criteria is to submit a portfolio of up to five pieces 
of art work that are pleasing to the rest of the students in the class. 
The judges are normally former students of Mr. Haders’ art classes.  

This year’s winners were Andy Kuykendall, Benjamin Steg-
man, and Alexander Mardis. Each student was awarded up to 500 
dollars for their outstanding artwork and abilities over their years of 
art classes. All of the participants were treated to dinner at the Golden 
Corral, where everyone ate to their heart’s content.Congratulations to 
all of the winners of the prestigious scholarship. L to R:  Andy Kuykendall, Ben Stegman, and Alex Mardis.

Hudson Henry

 Traveling to Germany for 
school, studying abroad to France. . 
. these are common ideas as a junior 
in college, but did you ever think 
that you could study somewhere 
else besides your current high 
school?  Wouldn’t it be great to do 
an internship during high school?  
Well, that is just what junior Zach 
Thapar did.  

 The Senate Page Program 
allows students in their junior year 
of high school across the United 
States to be sponsored by a senator 
in their home state. They travel to 
Washington, D.C., for one of four 
sessions during the year. Coving-
ton Catholic’s Zach Thapar was 
chosen by Kentucky Senator Mitch 
McConnell to work as a Senate 
Page during the fall session. Page 
duties include delivering legisla-
tive documents for the Senate ses-
sions, along with carrying bills and 
amendments. Zach worked with all 

Republican Senators from around 
the country. He would begin his 
day at 5:15am and attend school 

from 6:15 to 9:45. After the 4 class-
es Zach would head to the Senate 
floor to begin his duties until 6pm 
on most days.

 In an interview, Zach stated 
he had no idea what to expect, but 
he knew working with the Senate 
would be a great opportunity.  It ex-
panded his knowledge of the legal 
system and the Senate floor. Zach 
also had the opportunity to meet 
former President Obama, former 
Vice President Biden, President 
Trump, and Vice President Pence. 
He enjoyed the freedom to explore 
the city, see the Army vs. Navy 
game, Gettysburg, and Hershey 
Park.  Zach admitted that, “The 
highlight of my trip was sitting up 
above the stage, between the sena-
tors, representatives, and governors 
and watching President Trump in-
augurated.  In addition to this, I car-
ried the real electoral college ballots 
from each state that elected Presi-
dent Trump through the Capitol and 
was even featured while doing this 

on Senator Daines’s 
Snapchat and Senator 
Sullivan’s Facebook.”

 Zach recommends 
the program to anyone 
interested in politics.  
“I am incredibly grate-
ful to Leader McCon-
nell for giving me this 
fantastic opportunity 
and to CCH for work-
ing with me to ensure 
I could complete the 
program.  Anyone in-
terested in the program 

should contact a former Page if 
possible to receive the most infor-
mation or contact a senator of their 
state.

Hudson Henry

 Covington Catholic hosted 
the 2nd annual Colonel Classic Ro-
botics Tournament at the school 
gymnasium on Saturday, January 
7th, 2017. It was the very first VEX 
Robotics tournament in Kentucky 
for 2017. In these VEX Tourna-
ments, students design and build a 
robot using STEM and engineer-
ing challenges. They also put their 
leadership, communication, and 
teamwork skills to work at the VEX 
competitions. The tourney began 
at 7:30am on Saturday. Inspection 
was done before the driver meeting 

and event qualifications. 

 The Covington Catholic 
team competed in the 2016 World 
Event, which produced world re-
cord numbers with teams from 
around the world.  Members from 
the Cov Cath VEX Team will con-
tinue to the next tournament along 
with 5 other teams. Local cham-
pions go on to compete at VEX 
Worlds this year. These lifelong 
skills and real world applications is 
what make the Covington Catholic 
Robotics Tournaments a wonderful 
experience every year.

Prayer Service for Colonels

Some selected seniors, along with Father Boelscher and Principal Rowe led the 
student Body in a prayer service for all those lost to abortion or connected to 
abortion in some fashion.  It was a reflective time for the Colonels left in Park 
Hills on that day in January.  
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Varsity Basketball

Winter Sports

Cole VonHandorf  

 The Covington Catholic 
Varsity Basketball Team is play-
ing just how people thought and 
are dominating teams night in and 
night out. Although they have had 
a couple injuries, including lead-
ing scorer CJ Fredrick and starting 
guard Jack Davin, they have put 
pieces together to pull out a 22-4 
record. The Colonels are on a 10-
game winning streak with 4 regular 
season games left in the season, and 
look to close it out without another 
loss. 

 The Colonels have not sur-
prised anyone, as they were pre-
viewed to be the number one team 
in the state. They have done just 
that and have been ranked the #1 
team in the state for consecutive 
months in every ranking website. A 
couple of the most memorable wins 
on the season include a 30-point 
victory at Louisville St. Xavier to-
ward the beginning of the season. 
Some other great wins have been 
against Newport Central Catholic at 
NKU by 20 points and a close win 
at home against the Cooper Jag-
uars. The Colonels and the Jaguars 
squared off at Covington Catholic 

on Tuesday, January 18th when the 
game sold out before the clock hit 
7. The Colonels squeezed out a 55-
51 victory with the help of the Col-
onel Crazies behind them. The most 
impressive win on the season was 
at Kettering Arena when the Colo-
nels took down a top ranked Dayton 
Dunbar team in the final seconds. 
That win was definitely the spark to 
the Colonels 10-game win streak. 
They look to close out the season 
with Dixie, Paul Laurence Dunbar, 
Madison Central, and Simon Ken-
ton.

Not only have the Colonels 
had a successful season with win-
ning, but also senior guard Cole 
VonHandorf broke the all-time 
scoring record of previous player 
Nick Ruthsatz with 1980 points and 
he also became the Colonels first 
ever player to score 2000 points. 
With four regular season games 
left and the playoffs still to come, 
Cole has plenty of time to higher 
the scoring record for himself. The 
Colonels are expected to make a run 
at the state title but that will only be 
possible if they are healthy and by 
the support of the Colonel commu-
nity and Colonel Crazies. 

JV Basketball Freshmen on a 15-game 
Winning streak

Austin Wilson 

 The Freshman Basketball Colonels are once again having a season 
to remember. With a record of 18-1 heading into the final two games of 
their regular season schedule, the Colonels are playing their best ball yet. 
While riding a 15, yes, I said a 15-game winning streak, the Colonels have 
blown out every one and every-
thing in their path, especially 
other teams from  NKY with 
a margin of victory over 20-
plus points. Their most recent 
was over the Scott High School 
Eagles by a score of 59-31. The 
leading scorer and leader on the 
team is Grant Disken. Grant is 
averaging about 15 points per 
game. In an interview with Trey 
Schreiber, he admitted, “Grant 
is our go-to guy. When we need 
a bucket, Coach goes to him. I 
trust, him, our team trusts, and 
most importantly Coach trusts 
him.”

 The team, coached by 
Matt Stevens, is looking to keep 
the CCH basketball program on 
top, and boy they are doing just 
that.  The Colonels close out their season with away games against High-
lands and Beechwood. Show up and show out to support your fellow Colo-
nels to an impressive 17-1 record!

Cole VonHandorf doing what he does best.

Jared Reid

 The JV Basketball Colonels 
have continuously been a dominant 
force throughout the league. The 
Colonels share a bond unlike any 
other school, and you will see that 
if you watch how they play. They 
score as a team by passing the ball 

an exceptional amount. If you look 
at the numbers you will see that al-
most everyone scores at least once a 
game.

Some players that do stick 
out on that stat sheet, would be 
Michael Mayer and Nick Thelen 

pushing to make it to the start-
ing squad on varsity next year. 
Nick Thelen scored 17 big 
points with 4 rebounds and 3 
assists against NCC on Janu-
ary 12th. In that same game, 
Michael Mayer had 6 points, 8 
rebounds and 3 assists. January 
10th, the Colonels played Win-
ton Woods. Luke Thelen had 11 
points, 4 assists and shot 50% 
from the three point line. The 
young men won this game 59 
to 29, a 30 point victory! They 
boys are undefeated so far this 
year and show no signs of slow-
ing down. 
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Archery Interscholastic Bowling

Winter Sports

2nd Season Yields Confident Archers
Griffin Flesch 

 In just its second year of 
existence, the Covington Catholic 
Archery team is off to a solid start. 
The team is coached by Mr. Robb 
Schneeman, who recently stepped 
down as golf coach to spend more 
time with his family and to better 
serve the archery team. The team 
collaborated with Notre Dame 
Academy to form a co-ed team re-
quired to compete. Through eight 
events, the team has yet to record 
a finish worse than fifth place when 
there were enough scores to com-
bine for the team format; however, 
they have yet to record a win that is 
sure to come sooner than later.

 The Archery Team has four 
finishes of fourth place or better so 

far, with two fourth place finishes 
at Williamstown and St. Henry, a 
third place finish at Ryle, and a sec-
ond place finish at Twenhofel. Indi-
vidually, the team is led by seniors 
Noah Davis with a 280 average 
and Josh Schultz with a 277 aver-
age, sophomore Cole Davis with a 
266 average, and freshman stand-
out Carson Caudill with an impres-
sive 284 average. Carson Caudill 
has the high individual score on the 
season with a 290 at St. Henry and 
has yet to record a score lower than 
270.

 The Archery Team is off to 
a solid start this season, and with 
seven events remaining they will 
continue to get better. The future 
looks bright in Park Hills, especial-
ly with Coach Schneeman at the 
helm.

CCH’s 1st ever Archery Meet yields high attendance.

Luke Lonnemann 

 The Varsity Bowling Team’s 
season came to an end at the end of 
January. The team finished with an 
eight win and three losses regular 
season, and made some solid runs in 
multiple tournaments. The regional 
singles tournament took place on 
January 24th, and the Colonels had 
four bowlers in the competition.  
 Out of 32 bowlers, Mark 
Briede came in 18th, Jake Wigger 
finished 11th, Joe Wuestefeld fin-
ished 9th, and Adam Zimmerman 
came in 1st, winning the 6th Region. 
It was a tight regional tournament 
for the singles boys, and Adam 
was able to end up on top. Adam is 
moving on to the state tournament, 
representing Covington Catholic 
proudly.

 The team event took place 
on January 26th. There were 10 
bowlers on the roster including 
Adam Zimmerman, Joe Wuestefeld, 
Mark Briede, Jake Wigger, Tommy 
Smith, Luke Lonnemann, Jeff Hus-
ton, Jaret Schreiver, Michael Reyn-
olds, and Andrew Topmiller. The 
bowlers seeded 3rd in the tourna-
ment. In the first round the Colonels 
blew out the 6 seed St. Henry 3-0. 
They then played the 2 seed Dixie, 
which was arguably the best team 
in the region, and had some of their 
best performances of the season and 
beat them 3-1. They then went on to 
play the 5 seed Beechwood in the 

Regional Championship. The Colo-
nels dropped the first one but then 
went on to take the next three to win 
the Regional Championship. This 
was the second Regional Champi-
onship for the Covington Catholic 
Bowling Team in four years. They 
will advance to the state tournament 
which takes place on February 9th 
and 10th.

Adam Zimmerman posts his shot at 
the KHSAA Tourney.
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Henry Toebbe 

     It was an exciting start 
to the seniors final season 
of IBL. With early rivals 
starting to form they pre-
pare to put in a season full 
of blood sweat and tears. 
Each team believes they 
have what it takes to make 
it to the end and overcome 
all odds. With the hopes of 
a championship, the seniors 
also have the long desired 
faculty game to which they 

have dreamt about since the 
beginning of their career.  
 Eight Teams entered 
the 2017 season, Teams 
Bishop, Best, Berling, 
Dressman, Gerdes, Haught, 
Tenhundfeld, and Thiel. In 

the first week of the season 
with little time to prepare, 
Team Bishop was able to de-
feat Team Haught and also 
able to pull the upset against 
the elite faculty team, prov-
ing they are an early threat. 
Although the faculty had 
been missing key compo-
nent, Coach Eviston, it was 
still an impressive victory. 
Team Dressman rolled over 
Team Berling in the second 
game of the season, with 

Dressman’s team showing 
signs of future talent and 
hopeful chemistry. Team 
Best was able to overcome 
Team Gerdes for their first 
match up. A lot of talk 
about the choices captain 

Animated Juniors
David Reisiger

 Coming off of 
Christmas break, many of 
the Colonels were excited 
for the IBL (Intramural Bas-
ketball League) to return. 
Although all of the classes 
are into their IBL, the ju-
niors get animated during 
the games. The juniors have 
played great basketball 
led by players like Mala-
chi Pike, Alex Christmann, 
Sammy Harmon, and 8th 
round sleeper pick Paul 
Couch. 

 First year star, Mala-
chi Pike, is taking over the 
league. Although Pike’s 
team, Team Witt, is the 
worst team in the league, he 
promises that he will bring 
his team to the champion-
ship. Having played basket-
ball on the Covington Cath-
olic Basketball Team for the 
past two seasons, Pike did 
not know what to expect out 
of IBL. Pike is averaging 
35 points, 7 assists, and 5 
rebounds per game, making 
him one of, if not the most, 
dominant forces in all of the 
junior IBL. “Yes, we are off 
to a slow start, but I believe 
in our team, and I think we 

are a very worthy candidate 
for the championship.”

 The juniors had a 
lot of action this past Sun-
day the 29th, led by teams 
Pieper, Maile, and Gebhart, 
who handed Team Merten 
its first loss in 415 days. 
Merten had this to say about 
the loss, “We did not come 
ready to play. Now, we did 
not have our two best play-
ers, but I still feel like that 
was a winnable game. We 
are just going to have to get 
after it this week in practice, 
and come back stronger 
than ever.” Team Maile beat 
Team Harmon in a close 
game that ended in a 75-74 
score. The game ended on 
a choked free throw from 
Captain Sammy Harmon 
with 1 second left on the 
clock. Alec Ballman (Team 
Maile) had just one word to 
say on the win, “Thanks.”

 CCH IBL is filled 
with all kinds of actions 
coming from all grades, but 
the juniors this year bring 
nothing but excitement to 
the table. The juniors are 
very excited for the rest of 
the season, and to see who 
the eventual champion is. 

Benny Gerdes had early on 
in the draft room, selecting 
an interesting Kyle Crail 
as a fourth overall choice. 
Sources say Crail was list-
ed somewhere along in the 
fourth round in the mock 
drafts created, some even 
lower. For the final game 
of the night Team Thiel was 
able to overcome Team Ten-
hundfeld. Team Thiel, who 
was expected to be among 
the best, struggled early in 
the beginning of the game 
and were down at half. 
Thiel was able to rally his 
team and push his team in 
the second half to a margin-
al victory. 

 It was an exciting 
start to the IBL season as we 
look to learn more about the 
teams and see who has the 
true potential for a champi-
onship. 

Going for the Blood at the Open

Ryan O’Connell shows Mr. Ammerman and Mr. Gas-
tenveld that he is ready to step up his game, literally.
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Sophmore IblWinning is all that Matters
Griffin Flesch

 When IBL season rolls around, the league is full of young, budding stars, as well 
as those who are still trying to learn the challenging skill of dribbling. The freshmen all 

have the same goal of winning an elusive IBL 
championship in mind, but in the end, only a se-
lect few will have their “One Shining Moment.” 

 Through two weeks of league play wrap-
ping up on Martin Luther King Day, Teams Bent 
and Wagner remain undefeated after dominating 
wins. Closely behind are Teams Thaman, Get-
tlefinger, Schutte, and Hamlin all at .500 with a 
win and a loss each. Only two teams remain win-
less, Thelen and Clark, with Clark losing a close 
game to Schutte in week two. Some of the fresh-
men who are showing out so far are Ben Sweet-
en, Nick Gettlefinger, and Jack Raisbeck, who 
has the only 20+ point performance of the season 
thus far. Each team has its strengths and weak-
nesses, but 
in the end 
a win is 
the most 
impor tan t 
thing.

 T h e 
freshmen have shown that simply having fun is not 
an option and a win is the only thing that matters. 
Only a select few will go down as an IBL champion, 
but those that do live on forever in the CovCath gym. 

Alex Shelton

 IBL, formally known 
as Intramural Basketball 
League, is the most popular 
recreation at Covington Cath-
olic. No matter what you are 
interested in, or who you hang 
out with, you probably play 
IBL. IBL is for students of all 
grade levels who do not par-
ticipate in the actual basket-
ball program here at CovCath. 
The special thing about IBL is 
that it does not discriminate. 
Whether you are the best ath-
lete in the school, or someone 
who cannot walk and chew 
gum, you will enjoy yourself 
playing IBL. IBL is a great 
way to meet new people, stay 
in shape, and have a little fun 
competition. 

 The Sophomore IBL season 
has been an eventful one. The 
athleticism and competition at 
the sophomore level is second 
to none. This season, we have 
seen buzzer-beater finishes, 
blowout wins, and even some 
dunks. Jack Coldiron, has 
thrown down multiple times 
this season, which gave his 
team momentum. Coldiron 
and his team, Team Porras, 
are heavy favorites heading 
into post season play, going in 
with the number 1 seed. Team 
Captain Porras added, “I’m 
excited about the playoffs and 
really don’t see anyone com-
peting with us.”  

Team Porras (#1 Seed) faces 
off against the last seeded 
Team Kennedy, who has had 
their struggles this season, 

round 1 of the playoffs. Team 
Flowers (#4) is a slight fa-
vorite over Team Dierig (#5) 
in what might be the game of 
the tournament. Team Huber 
(#6) has the task of playing #3 
Team Morgan. Led by team 
captain Joe Huber, they are 
hoping to “pull off an upset be-
cause they are sleeping on us” 
as Joe put it. 7th ranked Team 
Schroeder faces off against #2 
ranked Team Welch in the first 
round of the playoffs.

 This sophomore IBL 
playoff, if anything like the 
regular season, will be a fun 
packed, eventful one. Al-
though Team Porras is the 
dead set favorite, do notbe sur-
prised if they are upset. They 
call it March Madness for a 
reason, you never know what 
will happen. 

Jared Reid

 The sport of wrestling is still new to Covington Catholic High School. Though we 
have a countless number of talented men walking through our halls every day, it is always 
hard to get a new team winning state every year. I am in no way saying that we do not have 
the capabilities to make it to that level. We do live with a spirit that will not die! The team is 
still in a building stage at the moment, due to a number of injuries. Five of fourteen starters 
are out for the year, to give you numbers.

 The team recently competed at the conference tournament where Bret Lampe took 
5th place, Mannie Murrer took 4th and Jackson Sora took 4th in their weight classes. JV Re-
gionals saw Jake Stegman take 2nd, Jack Shields take 2nd, Max Mcgrain take 2nd and Warren 
Naberhaus take 2nd at Holmes High School. Promising young talent is proving that this is 
not a building season in their eyes. Let’s keep our fingers crossed that the remainder of the 
season holds better results for injuries.  

 

Wrestling Faces Season of Injuries
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Top ten animals
Unknown Territory--

Familiar Results 
for Ruthsatz

12
Alec Simon

All around the world are things that can harm you, but the main thing to fear is 
animals because they are so unpredictable. Some animals may not look dangerous, but 
you should not test their abilities. The top 10 most dangerous animals are:

1. Saifu Ants- These ants are the most dangerous animal in the world. These 
ants are an average of one inch long, and they have venom and can sting 
with their abdomens, but this method of attack does not work well on large 
animals so they rely on their very strong bite. These ants are considered 
dangerous because of their numbers, with their colony having a population 
of 50 million.

2. Clostridium Botulinum- This bacterium is the most toxic animal in the 
world. It is found in soil samples in the mountains of Victoria and also in 
marine mud in Tasmania. One teaspoon could kill everyone in the United 
States, and about 9 pounds could kill everyone on the Earth. This bacteria 
has a venom that is a neurotoxin, which stops the communication between 
the brain and the muscles, resulting in paralysis and then asphyxia.

3. Cape Buffalo- The Cape buffalo is the most dangerous game animal on the 
Earth. They have a very thick skin, which is almost immune to gunshots of 
small caliber. They often charge without any provocation at all, and they 
overturn jeeps and trucks with ease by ramming them headfirst.

4. Sharks- The shark has no natural predators, except for larger sharks. Sharks 
have a strong sense of smell to make up for their bad eyesight. Any species 
of shark can smell a drop of blood in an Olympic-sized swimming pool. 
They are always hungry, and their bite has 4,000 pounds of force.

5. Mosquito- The mosquito is responsible for more deaths in history than any 
other animal. The reason they are so dangerous is because they transmit 
diseases infectious to humans and livestock; most of these diseases being 
fatal without treatment. 

6. Humans- All animals fight, but only humans’ wage war. We are the only 
species that has ever existed on Earth to have attempted the elimination of 
entire species. And we are always getting better at it, always pushing scien-
tific knowledge, and almost always one of the first things for which science 
is put to use is the invention of new methods of murder.

7. Inland Taipan- The Inland Taipan is a highly venomous snake, averaging 6 
feet in length. They are extremely shy and always try to escape any large 
animal’s presence. They only bite when they are cornered. One bite of the 
snake can kill a human, but the snake has never been known to kill a hu-
man. 

8. Sea Wasp Box Jellyfish- This jellyfish can weigh up to 4 and half pounds, 
with a bell that can reach the size of a basketball, with 15 tentacles up to 
10 feet long beneath. It uses its venom to immobilize fish, and if you were 
to become wrapped within the tentacles long enough, it would dissolve 
you. If you were to be wrapped up in the jelly’s tentacles, which happens 
quite often off the northern coast of Australia, the cnidocytes in the venom 
would stop your heart in 3 minutes.

9. The African Lion- The lion is the only cat known to science that works as a 
team with other lions to hunt. This enables it to bring down prey far larger 
than itself. Lions are the smartest of the cats. Male lions have been seen 
jumping 4-rail fences with cows in their mouths. They can spring 12 feet 
straight up into the air and leap 40-foot gorges.

10. The African Bush Elephant- The African elephant is the largest land ani-
mal on Earth and has zero natural predators. In the wild, they are docile to 
a point. You may stand 100 meters from one and it will pay attention but 
not attack, or it may charge you from 500 meters as soon as it sees you. 
Of course, the largest land animal is sure to be also the most powerful, and 
the elephant is, but it possesses an intelligence that may rival that of some 
primates.

When traveling around the world or just taking a walk in the park, you should take 
precaution for all animals. Each animal has its own territory and most are very unpredict-
able. Even if they look friendly, they could be very dangerous. 

Griffin Flesch 
 During his time as a basketball coach, Coach Ruth-
satz has found success on every stage, and on Sunday, Jan-
uary 29, he added an IBL victory to his already impressive 
résumé.
 Since arriving at Covington Catholic in 2011, Ruth-
satz has rebuilt the basketball program, and it is now better 
than ever and a dynasty in Kentucky. The team has been 
rolling through opponents, and Ruthsatz decided he need-
ed a greater challenge. Even with Team Haught missing 
star guard Josh Newman, Ruthsatz showed the wizard he 
was in developing everyone else’s role. He gave the strug-
gling center Mason Phelps a new position on the court, 
and Phelps’ fourteen blocks were the key to victory. He 
recognized that Zack Hemsath was “hot,” and set isolation 
plays for the game’s eventual leading scorer. Ruthsatz also 
emphasized the importance of rebounding, face-guarding, 
getting out in transition, and employed a 2-3 zone that the 
opponent struggled to score against in the second half. The 
twelve-point halftime comeback was reminiscent of the 
2014 State Championship game, but this time it was Alex 
Jordahl instead of Nick Ruthsatz who hit the clutch free 
throws to secure the 63-59 win. 
 After the game was over, Coach Ruthsatz, amid all 
of his other victories, called this one “the best of his ca-
reer.” It is unsure what Ruthsatz’s future at the IBL level 
will hold, but as of now, he remains unbeaten. 
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