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To Another 50 Years!
Alex Schoborg

The Football Colonels took on visiting 
rival  Highlands on October 31, where they, 
along with the student body and alumni cel-
ebrated the football program’s 50 year 
anniversary. The halftime cer-
emony included a brief and 
reminiscent recalling 
of the program’s 
humble begin-
nings  de-
s c r i b -
ing how 
t h e s e 
r o o t s 
evolved into 
a fruitful and 
winning organi-
zation. It included 
an appearance from 
former Coach Lyn R a y , 
who took the opportuni- ty to retire 
six jersey numbers and publicly recog-
nize the great Colonels who previously wore 
them and solidify the lasting impact they have 
had on the Covington Catholic community. 

With each name and number being re-
tired, there came an impressive resumé relay-
ing the successes and the inspirational effect of 
each of these men. Keith Stowers, number 75, 
was a 3-year varsity defensive end for the Col-

onels who was a key contributor in the 1969 
team’s impressive 8-2 record. His legacy 

is evident, even still an award in his 
name is given annually to a designated 

outstanding defensive player on the 
Colonel roster. Kenny Williams, 

number 52, was recognized for 
his strong leadership through-

out his 4-year high school 
career playing for Colonel 

football, made evident 
by his title as co-
c a p t a i n 

he attained 
in his senior 

year. He was an 
honorable mention for 

All-State, and a caring, 
industrious man who will 
be missed. Brian Williams, 
number 81, was not only 
successful on the field, but 
in the classroom as well. 
He graduated with a 4.1 
GPA and played on 
two consecutive state 
championship teams. 
He was named All-State and 
continued his football career at Colum-
bia University. He leaves behind him an amaz-
ing example to Colonels to come of what a stu-

dent athlete should aspire to be. Mike Caple, 
number 32, was always characterized for his 
tough and unrelenting style of play, described 
by Coach Ray as the hardest working player 
he’d ever coached. Arnie Steimetz, number 94, 
left a legacy of greatness in the defensive line, 
remembered by an Anjali award in his name. 
He was a state champion who continued his 
football career at Michigan State, then later 
Kentucky. Brad Fritz, number 21, was present 
at the game, an honorary captain for the night; 
he is recognized for his standout performance 
even as an underclassman.

All these Colonels will be re-
membered forever as great 

members of the Cov-
ington Catho-
lic commu-

nity. Despite 
many having 

passed away 
their lasting in-

fluence served as a 
great example that 

Covington Catho-
lic installs within its 

young men a spirit 
that will not die.

Mason Kinsella
Over the weekend of October 20th though the 22nd, the CCH and NDA Theatre Departments performed and finished their fall play Antigone. 

With a little over a month of hard work and rehearsals, the teenage thespians put in a heart-wrenching performance filled with love, pride, and death. 
The civil war in Thebes has come to a close with the death of the ruling brothers, Eteocles and Polynieces (Luke and Michael Hentz). The 

new ruler Creon (Tim Belton) gives Eteocles a hero’s funeral while saying that Polynieces was a traitor. Creon proclaims that Polynieces’ body 
shall not be buried, and whoever tries to bury him will be put to death. Antigone (Katherine Horsford) believes that both of her brothers should be 

buried, not just one of them. Antigone sneaks out into the early morning and buries Polynieces, while the 
guards on duty are slacking off. The guards realize the ordeal, dig  up Polynieces, and report what hap-
pened to Creon. Creon orders them to tell no one about it and keep guard once more.

This time, in broad daylight, Antigone tries to bury the body again, but is caught by the guards, and 
is brought before Creon. Creon in disbelief blames Antigone’s pride to be the fault of this, citing her as 
the daughter of Oedipus, whose downfall was also pride. Creon unsuccessfully tries to convince Antigone 
to do it no more and escape so as not to be put to death, but she insists that she would continue no matter 
what. Along with Antigone’s sister Ismene (Isabella Smith), her fiancé Haemon (Kevin Eberhart), Creon’s 
son, begs Creon to not kill Antigone. Creon says he must, for the city knows what has happened. Creon 
decides to have Antigone immured (trapped in a cave alive). As the last stone is put in place, Haemon’s 
voice is heard from the cave. As the stones are removed, Haemon is found holding Antigone’s dead body, 
for she had hanged herself with her dress cord. Out of absolute anger and despair, Haemon steals Creons 
sword and kills himself. News of these deaths circulates the city and reaches Creon’s wife, Haemon’s 
mother, Eurydice. Without any emotion, she slits her throat, calmly despairing over her son. Creon is 
alone now, but he has no time to mourn, he has a kingdom to run.

Dramas are very taxing performances and can be challenging, demanding so much emotion from 
the actors and actresses. Even ensemble members are tired at the end of the day due to creating the heavy 
atmosphere of each show. The CCH and NDA Theatre Department took this challenge head on, and suc-
ceeded with flying colors. Congratulations to all the actors and actresses, it is not for the faint of heart to 
go into acting. And so goes the phrase, “On to the next!”

Going, Going, AntiGONE
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Jake Walter
 In 2014 Clint Eastwood 
directed one of the best drama/ac-
tion movies. In American Sniper, 
U.S Navy Seal Chris Kyle (Bradley 
Cooper) takes on a sole mission to 
protect his fellow soldiers.
 Chris Kyle was the best 
sniper in American history, and his 
pinpoint accuracy did not only save 
lives it made him a huge target for 
enemy soldiers. When he was back 
in the states he struggled to be a 
good father and husband because of 
the effect the war had on him. Kyle 
did four tours of duty in Iraq. How-
ever, when he finally returns home, 
he cannot leave the war behind. 
When he was at the shooting range 
a handicap soldier with PTSD de-
cided to shoot and kill Chris Kyle. 

An American Legend

Nate Dinkens
Raised in the southern suburbs of Chicago, three teenage brothers 

had an upbringing of music since they were young. The brothers were each 
taught how to play the piano by their grandma at age of four. As years pro-
gressed, the boys each learned to play multiple instruments. The brothers 
began playing music in their church’s band. These boys produced a band 
called Saving Forever and are known as the Harris brothers. Khaden Har-
ris is the youngest of the three brothers, he is fourteen years old and is lead 
vocals & guitar. Kye Harris is fifteen years old and plays bass and sings 
some vocals. The oldest of the three is sixteen-year-old Kavah Harris, who 
plays guitar and sings some vocals.

Saving Forever signed with Epic Records and released their new 
single “Million Ways.” The band has a dance-rock type of sound to it. The 
song begins with an upbeat bass line that echoes in the background. Then 
the bass builds up more and more, until Khaden Harris starts singing. The 
lyrics are repetitive and easy to learn. In the music video, the trio walks up 
into a karaoke bar and gets the attention of the audience. Everyone in the 
audience is having fun and dancing to their song “Million Ways.” Their 
musical influences are Twenty One Pilots, Ozzy Osbourne, Panic! At The 
Disco, DNCE, and Paramore. They love all type of music from jazz to 
hip-hop to blues to punk to rock, but classify themselves more as a three 
brothers in a rock band.

Saving Forever is coming out with a EP soon, and I cannot wait to 
hear how they sound. Also, I want to see if they will become popular in the 
next few years. The brothers are off to a great start in the music industry 
and will continue to succeed if they keep it up.

3 bros in a rock band

 When watching this movie 
you will feel a whole new respect 
for American soldiers. Bradley 
Cooper gave probably his best 
performance; he put on weight and 
did a great job getting into charac-
ter. At the 87th Academy Awards, 
American Sniper received six 
nominations Including Best Pic-
ture, Best Adapted Screenplay, 
Bradley Cooper won Best Actor, 
and Best Achievement in Sound 
Editing, Best Achievement in Film 
Editing, and Best Achievement in 
Sound Mixing. 
 If you have not seen this 
movie, I really recommend it, es-
pecially if you like war movies!

Show Up and Show Out
Jack DeFraites

Homecoming, held in Covington Catholic’s gym, is for sophomore through se-
nior students. Sophomores always look forward to Homecoming because it their first true 
dance. The lights were dimmed, the music was bumping, and professional photographers 
allowed dates to have their pictures taken. This dance allows sophomores to enjoy a 
dance with the seniors. Awkward for the sophomores at the start of the dance, they soon 
fall into beat and enjoy the dance taking in the experience.

I had the chance to interview Michael Thelen before the dance. Michael said, 
“I can’t wait to get to Homecoming and dance with the upperclassmen because I get to 
finally feel like a man. I will be very nervous with the seniors around because it is only 
my first dance. I plan on breaking it down on the dance floor and showing my date an 
outstanding time.” The day after the dance I had another chance to interview him again. 
He said, “I killed it on the dance floor and I had an even greater time dancing with my 
cousins Luke and Jack. I can’t wait for next year.” As you can see it sounds like he had 
an absolute blast. 

Some seniors decided to show out big for their final Homecoming. These five 
seniors called themselves the “Cheetah Boyz.” I had a chance to interview one of the members a few 
days after the dance. Tanner Bayer was excited to talk about Homecoming. He commented, “I didn’t 
really know if I was going to Homecoming until the idea of the Cheeta Boyz came up. My friends and 
I were fired up for Homecoming and set fire to the dance floor.” I think the Cheeta Boyz have replaced 
the Cheeta girls. The Cheeta Boyz decided to wear suits made out of fine Cheeta fur.

At the end of the night we officially had a king and queen of homecoming. Max Cook and 
Carolina Brandenburg shined on the dance floor. When they were announced Max showed his ten-
nis skills with his queen, Caroline. Max said, “It truly was a night to remember.” Homecoming is 
a special dance, where underclassmen get to experience a dance with upperclassman. It is an awe-
some opportunity, so don’t hesitate to go to Homecoming next year. It will be a night to remember!  
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Kyle Richards
 This past Friday night, October 13th, Covington Catholic celebrat-
ed 50 years of football. Jerseys were retired, past coaches and teams were 
honored, and the Colonels crushed the Bluebirds of Highlands 52-0. But 
there was something even more special that was honored this night, some-
thing that fully encapsulates what it means to be a member of the Cov Cath 
community: the Colonel Tradition. A tradition of excellence was honored 
as past state championship teams were recognized at halftime. A tradition 
of the acclaimed “Spirit That Will Not Die” was recalled as the Colonel 
Crazies recited familiar chants that have been around for decades. Each 
Colonel, past and present, understands what tradition means to the Cov 
Cath community, especially its students.

Tradition is one of the, if not the most important elements that 
makes Cov Cath what it is. Freshmen sing the fight song at lunch, and 
participate in Inside Out and Backwards day during Spirit Week. During 
Spirit Week, students also participate(d) in many fun events, such as Lava 
Day. Seniors, who for the past three years have been cut in the lunch line 
by seniors, now had the chance to get lunch before everyone else. Tradi-
tion is incredibly important to what Cov Cath is all about. It is what makes 
the school the way it is. It gives Cov Cath a sense of brotherhood that 
transcends generations. It is what makes Cov Cath different than any other 
school.

But now, tradition is being lost. The fight song at lunch has been 
cancelled for various, usually trivial, reasons for each of the past several 
years. Inside Out and Backwards Day, along with Lava Day, are no more. 
Senior Express is banned, and no one really knows why.

We have already started to lose tradition, tradition that means so 
much to the Colonel Legacy. Students are holding on by a thread to keep 
what few traditions they still have. We cannot lose this spirit of tradition 
which makes Cov Cath so special. The only traditions that remain are the 
traditions of excellence, of spirit, and of religion. These traditions are too 
important to a school which has built upon tradition for 50 years now for 
us to simply let them slip away.

So, as senior year begins for 150-odd students, there is a whole new 
vibe to the school atmosphere. A vibe of disconnect and disillusionment 
hangs over the heads of the once optimistic and excited Class of 2018.

Tradition means everything to the Cov Cath community. It is a 
way to transcend time and space, and connect with past, present, and fu-
ture Colonels alike. And if we lose this tradition, we lose what it means to 
be a Colonel. This loss is already underway. I hope the student body and 
the administration can figure out a way to work together to keep what we 
have, and to keep Cov Cath great.

Tradition forgotten
Nick Raisbeck  
  Remember when Football Sundays were filled with millions of Amer-
icans coming together to enjoy “America’s pastime?” Fall Sundays were 
filled with fan fervor and fun, as Americans gathered in football stadiums, 
sports bars and one another’s homes rooting for their teams and enjoying a 
few hours of relaxation, away from the day to day stresses of work, financial 
problems, and illness. I attended many games where complete strangers – 
black and white – would hug one another and celebrate with “high fives” 
when their team scored a touchdown.  Now these once unifying Sundays 
have become hijacked with divisive, political lectures and disharmony. 
  The discord began in August 2016, when Colin Kaepernick, for-
mer quarterback for the San Francisco 49ers sat on the bench while the 
national anthem played during a preseason game.  Kaepernick told the 
media he chose to sit to protest the oppression of people of color in the 
United States and ongoing issues with police brutality. Recently, when 
President Trump called out owners for allowing players to kneel - suggest-
ing the “SOBs” should be fired - the controversy took on a whole new life. 
  I don’t have a problem with Colin Kaepernick or anyone else pro-
testing because they feel oppressed or treated unfairly, but I do have a prob-
lem with the manner of protest.  The national anthem is a song of unity for 
citizens of the U.S.A. It is a salute to our flag and great nation, a nation that 
allows us to enjoy the freedoms too many of us take for granted every day – 
freedoms we would not have if we lived in China or North Korea.  Love of 
our wonderful country binds us together despite our differences and despite 
America’s flaws. When the anthem is played, it is our time to reflect on the 
hope for even better things to come that is only possible in a free and demo-
cratic society.  It is our chance to appreciate the opportunity given to us by 
the men and women who fought and continue to fight so valiantly for our 
freedoms. Their sacrifice should always be revered and treated with respect. 
Kneeling is a symbolical rejection of all of these things, and of America, it-
self. When players disrespect the flag, they are disrespecting the sacrifice. 
  Again, there are many areas in which America can improve.  And 
conversations about race relations and the treatment of minorities that lead 
to positive change are always worth having.  But I don’t believe that NFL 
players kneeling or sitting down when the national anthem is played is an 
effective way to bring about positive change.  It is only serving to further 
divide the country.  The players say their protests are not about the flag 
or dishonoring the military, then why protest during the anthem?  If your 
protests are about police brutality, protest the police, who coincidentally 
are right on the field with you offering you protection.  You want change, 
go exercise your right to vote, write a letter to your legislator or congres-
sional representative, join a school board, fight for a law that will help the 
people you supposedly want to help. Instead of showing disrespect for the 
country, go out and do something positive for the country that has enabled 
you to earn millions. Get together and use some of your fortunes construc-
tively to correct the social injustices you see. Don’t just kneel or sit.  That 
is not constructive and certainly not when it dishonors the country that 
gave you the freedom to kneel or sit in protest that gave you the freedom 
to prosper and make a great life for yourself. We don’t earn respect by act-
ing disrespectful and we don’t achieve change by sitting. Not one single 
person, behavior or law is changed by football players refusing to stand for 
the anthem.

Pastime in the past

Get the latest 
devices,
get the best deals.

2420 Baxter Road
Crescent Springs 
KY 41017
(859) 605-4020
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Matthew Dietz
         Every school year, Covington Catholic 
hosts a Father/Son Event on one Sunday in the 
fall, for all dads and their sons to enjoy. This 
year, the event was held on October 1st, and was 
another resounding success.
 Among the activities and events for the 

a t t e n d -
ees were 
m a n y 
s p o r t s -
r e l a t e d 
a c t i v i -
t i e s , 
such as 
d o d g e -
ball, vol-

leyball, and wiffle ball. Also, one of the most 
popular activities is the football kick, where 
sons and fathers both can take their shot at kick-
ing the ball through the field goal post, and win 
bragging rights over one another for kicking it 
farther. Other activities that are very popular in-
clude the Chili Cook-Off, where fathers compete 
for who has the best skills in the kitchen, as well 
as the Father/Son look-alike contest, which of-
ten leaves people dazzled with how similar kids 
look in comparison to their father. Once again, 
it was a terrific job done by everyone who vol-
unteered to help with the event, as well as those 
who coordinated it. Underclassmen, make an at-
tempt to come out to the event next year, and you 
will surely not regret it. 

Bragging
 Rights

Freshman bash
JD Smith
         The freshmen students at Covington Catholic and Notre Dame Academy were able to experi-
ence their first high school dance on October 27th.  The dance known as the “Halloween Bash” was a 
mixer which all freshmen at both schools were invited to attend.  It was held in the gym at Covcath, 
and all the attendees were invited to show off their best costume and dance moves.  The dance served 
as an ice breaker of sorts for the students, where they could get to know some of their new classmates 
and also students from the other school.  Students who may have been from non-feeder schools or 
were looking to make some new friends were happy to be able to take part in this event.  The most 
exciting part for many of the students, although, were the tables full of free snacks and drinks 

which were much appreciated.  
The danced proved worthwhile 
for almost all the students with 
a great opportunity to socialize 
and of course some snacks to 
go with it.
         The night did have some 
standouts, however, with a few 
Covington Catholic students 
stealing the show with award 
winning costumes.  Honorable 
mentions for the best costume 
award were Jasper Peeno and 
Matthew Reynolds.  Third 
place went to Grant Forster, 
and second place went to Jakob 
Duerstock.  The big winner of 

the evening was Vince Taylor with the first place prize.  All of the freshmen seemed happy with how 
the evening turned out, and were glad to be able to meet up with friends new and old.  

Mason Kinsella
 On October 24th, CCH’s sophomore class took time out of their busy school day to attend Cincinnati Shakespeare Company’s rendition of 

Dracula. The sophomores were lucky enough to see this performance in the company’s new 
Otto M. Budig Theater. With Halloween right around the corner it seems very fitting for a hor-
ror classic to be performed. Here is what their website had to say about the show:
“Just in time for Halloween, Bram Stoker’s classic tale of gothic horror comes to life—and 
death—on stage. Join the colorfully macabre cast of characters, from the madman Renfield, 
to the vampire-hunter Van Helsing, to the eponymous Count himself as they take you on a 
breathless and bloody thrill ride from the depths of Transylvania to the very heart of Victorian 
London. Don’t miss it—the fate of the world could be at stake (see what we did there?).”
“This production includes depictions of violence, medical procedures/gore, and some sexual 
situations and is recommended for teens 13+” (cincyshakes.com)
 I was able to interview a young up-and-coming actor, Lukas Hummeldorf, who stated that 
the show was, “awesome,” and, “so cool.” Hummeldorf’s account of the show was full of ex-
citement. He said that the audience was sitting very close to the stage, being very near some of 
the actors. Three of the actors were originally from out of the country while two hailed Cincy 

as their hometown. Along with an up-close-and-personal experience, the stage included a trap door in the middle of the stage disguised as the coffin. 
“There was this one crazy asylum guy who was talking to Dracula, asking him to take him along. After some talking, Dracula ripped out his heart and 
squeezed it, crushing it. Blood squirted out and splashed onto some audience members.”
 Based upon the reaction of Hummeldorf, I would come to the consensus that Dracula was a major hit amongst the underclassmen. Hopefully 
this will bring more people to appreciate the arts a little more.

Dracula Brings Down the House

Alex Schoborg
Life’s Fifth Quarter is a Christian organization that targets youth and is based around pro-life principles. On each of the year’s four fifth Saturdays of the 
month, participants take part in a mass with intention to pray for abortion to come to an end, as well as Rosary service outside a nearby abortion clinic.
The club’s most recent outing on September 30th was a rather special occasion as Bishop Roger Foys came to preside over mass. These outings are 
commonly attended by Colonels; however, this Saturday the basketball Colonels all made an appearance. When I asked Mike Collins, a senior basket-
ball player who had attended the most recent meeting about his overall experience, he relayed that the experience gave him “a great amount of faith 
in the pro-life cause” and that he “highly recommends it to any devout Catholic.” If interested in this spiritual club keep your eye out for the next fifth 
Saturday of the month. See the Life’s Fifth Quarter Facebook page for additional information. 

Soldiers for Christ



Matthew Dietz
         Every year, the Catholic Church holds an 
event for teenagers, encouraging them to grow 
in their faith, called Youth 2000. This year, the 
weekend-long event took place at St. Henry 
High School on October 13th-15th.
         Youth 2000 offers a variety of different 
options for well-rounded men and women to 
grow in their faith as individuals. Among some 
of those options that are offered on the retreat 
are silent prayer and adoration, musical activi-
ties, such as signing psalms and responses from 
books, mass, and multiple opportunities to pray 
the rosary and worship Jesus through Benedic-
tion. The event began on Friday the 13th, at 6:30 
PM and participants were welcomed with a full 
schedule and ample opportunities to grow in 
their spirituality and faith until departure time at 
12:30 on the 15th. The event, while a great learn-
ing opportunity, is also a great chance for those 
who are considering entering the Monastery or 
priesthood vocation to learn more about their po-
tential calling of serving Christ.
         On behalf of Covington Catholic, we 
would like to offer our gratitude to the diocese 
for allowing the young men and women of to-
morrow to grow not only as a person, but also in 
their quest for Jesus Christ.

youth 2.0
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Alex Schoborg
  Honor Flights, flights to bring veterans 
of their respective war monuments in Washing-
ton, DC, are conducted by non-profit organiza-
tions. They come at no cost to the veterans, and 
the flights are often honored by fire departments, 
and escorted by volunteer guards. This is a small 
token of appreciation to these brave veterans for 
their service to our country.
 On September 26, an Honor flight carry-
ing veterans of the Vietnam, Korean, and Second 
World Wars returned to CVG Airport in Cincin-
nati. Here along with other celebrants of our 
country’s veterans, our very own Colonel Cadets 
showed out to welcome the veterans back home. 
Not only did this give our cadets an opportuni-
ty to express appreciation for the men’s service 
and their respect for the idea of military service 
itself, it also gave the cadets an opportunity to 
meet and talk to some of the most experienced 
and wisest war veterans in the area. 

Veterans take 
flight

Nick Raisbeck     
I’m drifting along the water– that is just what Living Land & Waters (LL&W) offers to lucky high school students and communi-
ty volunteers who are concerned about protecting their environment.  This environmental organization was founded in 1998 by Chad Pre-
gracke who grew up along the Mississippi River and learned to cherish it. When he noticed all of the debris collecting in the river, he real-
ized just how neglected it was and he established LL&W to begin turning things around. Every year since 1998, this non-profit group has 
travelled on a barge, journeying along the country’s rivers to remove tons of trash from the water. They began their conservation effort by initi-
ating a cleanup of the “Mighty Mississippi,” one of the country’s most important resources. Today LL&W offers a number of community river 
cleanups on various rivers throughout America.  Their goal is to conserve our waterways and to help promote the conservation of our natural re-
sources.  They rely on thousands of community volunteers throughout the United States who aren’t afraid to work hard, get wet, and get dirty. 
  In 2016, LL&W began a cleanup of the Ohio River and they returned for a second year in 2017. From August 29th through September 19th 
volunteers worked along the Covington riverbanks to help improve the 981 mile river.  While in Covington, the organization presented a number 
of water-based cleanup events, and educational student workshops.  A barge loaded with a mountain of trash could be seen docked near the Roe-
bling Bridge as numerous community volunteers and students worked to make the mountain even higher by collecting litter floating in the water. 

  Volunteers who gave up their time to beautify their environment would typically come 
in the mornings or afternoons for a shift of between two to three hours. LL&W provided 
all of the materials needed for this messy but rewarding endeavor: trash bags, gloves, life 
jackets, sunscreen and bug spray. They also provided a lunch to the hungry helpers. By 
presenting this as an educational opportunity, it is the hope of LL&W to inspire young 
people to gain an appreciation for the nation’s rivers and an awareness of the need to do all 
we can to protect them. It is a perfect hands-on lab that is fun, informative and rewarding. 

colonels spotted playing in garbage

Harris Disken 
 In most high school settings, the Aca-
demic Team is believed to be made up of 
the top 10 or so smartest individuals in the 
school. Well, at Cov Cath our academic team 
is made up of very smart kids but it’s still open 
to anyone! Our Academic Team is coached 
by our very own German teacher Mr. Tha-
man and is open to anyone who wants to join. 
 This years varsity academic team is 
composed of Senior leaders Jack Scharstein, 

Corey Foltz, Daniel Howard, and Tyler MacK-
night and sophomore sensation Sam Strange! 
Matches are every Tuesday right after school 
at three o’clock. The matches work like any 
other sport, home and away games. The way 

a match goes is like your basic 
quick recall game. The moderator 
reads a question to each four per-
son team and the first one to click 
their buzzer is the first to answer! 
Get the question right? One point! 
 The Academic Team’s record 
this year is a solid 2-1 and if Co-
rey Foltz has his way, “The team 
should be 4-1 in no time.”

Academic Team 
Action

Harris Disken  
 Fundraisers are a great way to raise 
money and if you are, lucky you have a good 
time! Good thing at CCH we have found a way 
to make it easy to do both at the exact same time. 
 September 29 was Cov Cath’s annual 
Super Hike, raising well over $22,624 for our 
school. Students raise thirty dollars a person, 
by getting sponsored by outside source. These 
sources of being family members and friends. 
 The $22,624 amount will be geared to-
wards school-based activities and programs, 
such as STEM and other great extracurricular. 
Super Hike is and always will be a proud tradi-
tion at CCH that I as a student now, hope will 
be around for many years to come so I one day 
can share my experiences with my children, as 
my dad had done for me.

$22,624 for 
walking

Coach Krumps walks with his wolf, Wolf, with the students.

The JV Academic Squad in their most recent meet
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Tanner Bayer
 The Game Club is the 
club that you can play modern 
magic games, computer games, 
bring your own councils and 
create your own games. The 
head supervisor Mr. Thaman 
loves watching and playing all 
the different type of games and 
likes to find new ways to make 
the games bigger and better. 
They have teamed up to make 
a collaboration of all the games 
called “bang”. I  interviewed 
Jordan Erpenbeck on his favor-
ite card game to play, and he 
said, “Modern magic because of 
the speed of the game and all the 
interesting cards it consists of”.
 They also have tour-
naments on their favorite old 
school game systems with all the 
best old school games. They put 
all the game systems up on the 
projector for everyone to enjoy.  
It is a small club of about 10 
kids. They are always looking 
for anyone who enjoys playing 
games with you classmates. 

“Bang”
Justin Colvin      

     At Covington Catholic High School art is a major 
part of our culture. Through expression of thoughts and 
ideas we stimulate the most creative aspects of our mind. 
Luckily art has many different forms, so not only do we 
have an art class as well as an Art Club- we also have a 
Photography Club. 
     For the Photography Club we travel to local areas such as 
Highland Cemetery, Smale Park, and Spring Grove Cem-
etery to capture moments with our peers. As senior Grant 
Lawler states, “Photography brings people together, and 
helps spur creativity through a lens.” Sophmore Paul Al-
lison is the president of the club, and senior Grant Lawler 
is the vice president. Mrs. Ruth, along with Paul Allison, 
set up our first outing at Highland Cemetery on Septem-
b e r 

29th. People from all classes at Covington Catholic came together 
to share their photography styles, and the journey ended at Smale 
Park. The trip was a success, with many people being able to con-
nect with both older and younger peers. 
     Highland Cemetery staff is hosting a photography contest with 
a deadline of October 31, 2017. First prize for the contest will 
receive a $100 gift card, second prize will get a $75 gift card, and 
third prize will get a $50 gift card. All other photos published will 
receive a $25 prize and a copy of the 2018 calendar. Many photo 
club members are going to submit their work from our first photo 
club outing. 

Kyle Richards
 One of CCH’s most interesting clubs, Culture Club, is a beginning a new year. 
Led by Mrs.  Ruth, the premise of the club is to explore different activities from different 
cultures and to expand the horizons and world knowledge of its members.

Being cultured is something that is important to making a well-rounded person. 
And each member that joins Culture Club has the opportunity to see what life is like out-
side of their “cultural bubble.” 

President Danny Ballow (class of 2018) says he has always loved Culture Club. 
Now that he is president, Danny gets a large influence as to what events the Culture Club 
will participate in, and where they will eat. He plans to do as much as he possibly can this 
year, and especially looks forward to eating at Cafe de Paris in Cincinnati. “I hope a lot 
of students will join Culture Club, because it really is one of the best clubs in the school. 
There are so many cool things we do that people who are not members are missing out 
on,” Danny says.

Each week, the Culture Club eats at a different ethnic restaurant. The club plans 
to eat at Guru India in Crestview Hills 
soon, and come November they will 
take their annual trip to Jungle Jim’s 
and eat at Frida’s in Mainstrasse (Mexi-
can) on the way back. 

The members’ favorite thing 
about the club is not only the food, but 
sharing the culture with new, different 
people. There is much to be learned 
about other cultures, and Culture Club 
at Cov Cath is one way to take a step out 
in the world. 

Out in the World

Justin Colvin
  The NKYAB consists of members from area schools 
that come together to exchange ideas about what their 
schools currently do and also what their schools can im-
prove on. The 2017-2018 confirmed high schools involved 
include: Bellevue, Beechwood, Bracken County, Cooper, 
Covington Latin, Dayton, Highlands, Holmes, Ludlow, 
Notre Dame Academy, Pendleton County, and Villa Ma-
donna. Each schools focus is centered on two questions: 
What will it take for all schools to be successful? How can 
students make it happen?
  Each school is led by an educator who organizes 
at least one monthly meeting at school. They also join stu-
dents at monthly advisory board meetings. Ms. Guard will 
be Covington Catholic High Schools educator that organiz-
es the meeting for the group. The location of the meetings 
will be the Life Learning Center in Cincinnati. The first 
meeting will be about how to write a college essay. The 
second meeting will be a character strength assessment in 
which each participant will identify their three best char-
acter strengths. These meetings will bring together some 
of the top student leaders in the region to engage and learn 
from each other in hopes to make a difference.

Bright minds 
come together

Photographers on the Loose

Jack Pelletier
The Green Ambassador Club is the newest addition to Covington Catholic’s long list of clubs. The club, led by Diane Ruth and Craig Cleveland, 

strives to help make Covington Catholic a greener place. The club has over 30 members each attending meetings every month, collecting water bottles 
at lunch, visiting recycling centers, and attending various field trips.
 In mid October, club members were offered the opportunity to attend the Living Lands and Waters Gar-
bage Barge in Rabbit Hash, KY, on October 17th. Being a club member, I decided to go on the trip and learn 
about the Ohio River and the garbage that surrounds it. When we first arrived we were brought to the barge on 
little skiffs. We then toured the boat, learning about the garage they collect, how they pull out thousand pound 
barrels, cars, etc.... and how the non profit organization started. After the tour was over we attended a seminar 
in the “floating classroom.” I learned that the Ohio River is the most polluted river and has the most trash on its 
banks in the United States. Before we headed home we helped clean up a section of the river. Overall, I thought 
the field trip would be boring. How fun can picking up trash be? But, the trip turned out to be fun. Senior Tommy 
Smith said he loved the field trip, stating that he would gladly attend the next trip to the garbage barge. 
 Overall, I believe the Green Ambassador Club will have a big impact on Covington Catholic. Not only 

will recycling bottles now help the environment, it will help save the environment in the future! 

Mother Nature’s Diplomats
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Kyle Richards
The National English Honor Society 

is the only national organization exclusively 
for high school students and faculty who have 
achieved in the field of English. Their motto is 
“Gelast Sceal Mid Are,” which is Old English 
for “Duty Goes With Honor.” Members of the 
society receive scholarship eligibility, national 
recognition, and networking in the field of lan-
guage arts. The National English Honor Society, 
a prestigious and well recognized program, is 
open to only a select few students who demon-
strate aptitude for English and language arts. 

On September 20th, 2017, the Covington 
Catholic chapter of the National English Hon-
or Society welcomed 55 new members. This is 
quite remarkable, considering the strict require-
ments to become a member of the Society. Stu-
dents must submit an essay, have a minimum 3.5 
GPA, and be personally invited by their English 
teachers. Members must also maintain a 93 over-
all grade in their English classes. 

At the induction ceremony, candidates 
were asked to recite an oath promising to uphold 
the duties entrusted to a National English Honor 
Society member and sign their name, and then 
they would officially become members of the 
National English Honor Society. The induction 
ceremony at Cov Cath included mass, formal in-
duction, and food and refreshments afterwards. 

New member Jack Pelletier (Class of 
2018) is excited to become a member, saying he 
is most excited “for the many opportunities the 
Society offers.”  As new members, Jack and his 
fellow nominees are asked to be models of suc-
cess and hard work in the English community. “I 
understand that being a member of the National 
English Honor Society is going to be a lot of 
work, but I’m happy to finally be a member and 
I’m ready to take on the challenge,” Jack says.

Like the society’s motto says, “Duty 
Comes With Honor.” And with this honor, new 
and current members have certain duties and 
tasks they must complete. Members have always 
been and will continue to be recognized as some 
of the most prestigious and accomplished stu-
dents on a regional and national scale.

Congratulations to the 55 new members:

Nate Dinkens
 On October 30, the National Honor Society had its annual induction ceremony. Coving-
ton Catholic’s chaplain, Father Hennigen, led the ceremony. Then Mrs. Hagedorn talked about 
the meaning of each of the four pillars that represent the NHS. 
 The National Honor Society is a national society consisting of high schoolers. Members 
of National Honor Society must have a GPA of 3.5 or higher on the 4.0 scale, act as a leader, 
have character, and serve their community. The National Honor Society is active in community 
service activities both in and out of school. In addition, NHS chapters typically elect officers, 
who, under the supervision of Mrs. Hagedorn, coordinate and manage the chapter as a student 
organization. The officers this year are Tyler MacKnight as President, Alec Ballman as Vice 
President, Drew Cahill and Jack Scharstein as Secretary, Ethan Deters as Treasurer, and Will 
Akin as Sergeant in Arms.
 Being a member means more than just good grades, NHS serves to recognize those 
students who have demonstrated excellence in the four pillars, which are scholarship, service, 
leadership, and character.
 Scholarship is characterized by a commitment to learning. A student is willing to spend 
the necessary time to cultivate his mind in the quest for knowledge. This pillar can only be 
achieved through diligence and effort. Scholarship means always doing the best work possible, 
regardless of impending reward.
 The pillar of service can be reached in a variety of ways. The willingness to work for 
the benefit of those in need without recognition of any kind is a quality that is essential in NHS 
members. As a service club, the National Honor Society is highly concerned with giving its all 
to the school and community at large. 
 Leadership is leaders take the initiative to aid others throughout their daily activities. 
Leaders sacrifice their personal interests in order to yield to the needs of others. Leaders need 
wisdom and self-confidence to affect change in all aspects of their lives. Some examples of 
leadership can include leading group activities in the classroom and in the community, being an 
officer in a club, or being the captain of a sports team.
 Character is what distinguishes one individual from another. It is the product of constant 
striving to make the right choices everyday. Students with good character demonstrate respect, 
responsibility, trustworthiness, caring, and citizenship in all of their actions.
 The juniors inducted into the NHS this year are: Samuel Adams, Robert Bennett, Mi-
chael Bishop, Carter Black, Howard Brandenburg, Andrew Branum, Anthony Brose, Vincent 
Cafazo, Zachary Coburn, Jackson Coldiron, Thomas Deere, Maxwell Dierig, Brennan Etler, 
Kyle Fagin, Harrison Farrar, Kevin Finke, Tyler Fleek, Adam Fortner, Reese Foster, Mitchell 
Franxman, Connor Furnish, Sebastian Ghering, Jonathan Graf, Nathan Guenther, Benjamin 
Hail, William Harmleing, William Hemmer, Luke Hentz, Michael Hentz, Thomas Heppler, 
Timothy Hillebrand, Benjamin Jacobs, Bradley Kathman, Jude Kiely, Lance Knipper, Nicholas 
Koenig, Michael Krebs, Chase Maschinot, Patrick Merse, Keaton Meyerratken, Evan Moon, 
Warren Naberhaus, Grant Neltner, Harrison Porras, Nathan Romes, Samuel Schroder, Andrew 
Schroeder, Jacob Shumate, Aiden Smith, Jackson Sora, Evan Stallman, Duncan Summe, Luke 
Summe, Jack Teller, Benito Trojani, Cristiano Trojani, John Wainscott, Benjamin Wessels, and 
Brandon Wever. The seniors inducted into the NHS this year are: Jacob Blom, Kameron Butler, 
Thomas Cody, Luke Lenihan, and JD Smith.

Evan Alexander
Matthew Allison

Paul Allison
Sean Ballow

Henry Bennett
Lincoln Bent
Jacob Blom

Harrison W. Brunsman
David Brunson

Jack Burke
Chris T. Cahill
William Clark
Nick Collins
Luke Curry

Nathan Darpel
S. Jude Dierker

Luke Eisner
Luke Eliassen

Jordan Erpenbeck
Harrison Farrar
Will Fathman
Kevin Finke

Christopher Fitz
Tyler Fleek

Connor Furnish
Jared Gallagher
Evan A. Gardner
Nick Gettelfinger

 Sebastian Ghering
John J. Garvey IV

Neil Green
Jerome Hamlin
Jackson Jordahl
Nolan Kamer

Alex Kent
Joseph C. Kiely
Andrew Kinn
John Lawrie
Peter Maire

Dylan McGonegle
Maximilian A. Meyer-

Hogan
Jack Pelletier

Truman Pierson
John J. Pitstick
Noah Powers 

Thomas F. Roebker
Peter Roesel

William Connor Ryan
Stephen Schaeper
David Schlachter

Jacob Schulte
Bo Stoll

Tom Voet
Matthew Weil
Evan Wessels

Duty Comes 
with Honor

More than good grades

Mason Kinsella
 Here at CCH our mission is to “educate young men spiritually, academically, physically, and 
socially.” Each colonel excels in different areas such as sports and academics. Here we would like 
to recognize seven fine scholars who have gained some “national attention” so to speak.

We would like to congratulate these colonels: Alec Ballman, Corey Foltz, Tyler MacKnight, 
Michael Schaefer, Michael Collins, Jack Scharstein, and Paul Couch. These young men are all Na-
tional Merit Semi-Finalists. The National Merit Scholarship Corporation’s (NMSC) goal is to “hon-
or the academically talented students of the United States” (nationalmerit.org). NMSC’s mission, 
alongside their goal, is to: promote respect for learning and talented students, showcase students 
and encourage the pursuit for academic excellence, and encourage organizations to support students 
with scholarships for scholastic achievements. Out of 50,000 entrants, these young men were chosen 
out of the 16,000 to move forward in the program. Some possible rewards include a $2,500 scholar-
ship solely from NMSC, corporate-sponsored awards and college-sponsored awards. 

To all seven of our colonel brothers, the CCH community is very proud of you for this mo-
mentous achievement. We all wish you the best of luck for what may come in the future. Go Colo-
nels!

NAtional Attention
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Tanner Bayer
The varsity football team finished out the 

regular season undefeated and a huge win against 
Campbell County. This is 
the second year that the 
Covington Catholic football 
program has gone undefeat-
ed in 25 years. The football 
team has five more weeks 
of football as they go into 
the do or die games of the 
playoffs. The team is off to 
a amazing start into the play 
off as they will play Bullet 
East as the first game of the 
playoffs. 
 They have really applied 
the motto “With Pride We 
Grind” to the season and 
have worked to the best of 
their abilities to make this 
the best season ever. The 
coaching staff has really put 

their time and effort into this team in making in one 
of the best. Coach Eviston has said, “ he really wants 
to see this team in a do or die situation.” The coaches 
really have a lot of confidence in what this team is 
going to do.

Alex Schneider
 The Covington Catholic freshman football team ended with a terrific season with a record of 
9-1 and a regional championship. The future of Covington Catholic football is looking very strong 
with this freshman team and some players on the team even got the call up to varsity to play during 
the play offs. These players include Ryan Schneider, Caleb Jacobs, Trey Gronotte, and Ben Dick-
haus. 
 The freshman started the season off strong with a 3-0 record before they dropped their first 
and only game to Campbell County. They quickly bounced back and beat Simon Kenton and long 
time rival Highlands 14-12 after being down 12-0 at half. The colonels ended their season at Ryle 
with a 41-27 win at Ryle without key player Ryan Schneider due to injury. David Risenger, an as-
sistant coach who played for Cov Cath varsity last year, said, “ it was a very impressive season from 
the boys, they came a long way from the first practice to the last game and that’s all that matters.” 

frosh take region

Nate Dinkens     
The Covington Catholic varsity soccer team has had a few setbacks in the past few games. 

They are ready to kick off the dirt on their cleats and kick back into action.
On Thursday, October 5, the soccer team celebrated senior night, which is their last home 

game before regionals. Goals were scored by Jacob Blom and Thomas Bradley. Blom assisted Brad-
ley with the goal. The final score was 2-0 with the win against Dixie Heights. On Tuesday, October 
10, the varsity soccer team played in the first game of the district playoffs. The Colonels beat Beech-
wood with the final score being 10-0. Goals were scored by: Reese Foster (2), Noah Wulfeck (2), 
Tommy Bradley(3), Kennedy Suraski, Jacob Blom (2). Assists were recorded by: Noah Wulfeck(2), 
Jacob Blom, Dominic Russo, Sam Adams, and Tommy Bradley. 

On Wednesday, October 11, the soccer team played Holy Cross in the District Final. The 
Colonels won 3-0 with Reese Foster scoring 2 goals and Tommy Bradley scoring the third goal. 
Thomas Cody, the goalkeeper of the Colonels, had a shutout. Assists were made by Jack Stava and 
Jacob Blom.

On Monday, October 15, the Soccer Colonels played in the first round of the 9th Region 
Tournament. They defeated Dixie, and the game ended with the final score being 3-0. Goals were 
scored by Kennedy Suraski, and Noah Wulfeck (2). Assists were recorded by Tommy Bradley and 
Nathan Deimling.

On Thursday, October 19, the varsity team played against Highlands in the semi-finals. The 
Colonels tied with the final score being 0-0. Then the two teams competed in penalty kicks, which 
turned out to be 5-6, thus ending the 2017 varsity soccer season for the Colonels.

The varsity soccer team ended their regular season with 11 wins, 7 losses, and 4 ties. The 
highlights of the season were beating Trinity and winning districts. The memorable moments of the 
2017 season was Luke Ventre scoring the winning goal to beat Trinity, and beating Highlands and 
Ryle. Noah Wulfeck, Jacob Blom, Dominic Russo, Johnny Dietz, and Thomas Cody have been the 
most outstanding players during the regular season.

Blake Shields
         The JV soccer team had a good season this year, making it to the quarterfinals in the regional 
tournament. Now onto the general overview of the team. The final record was 11 wins, 4 draws, and 
3 losses. Austin Foust this year was star in goal for the Colonels, making big stops when necessary.  
Nick Collins finished the season with 6 goals. Look out for freshman Grant Montelisiciani and Trey 
Gronnote as they made it onto the JV roster at the end of their freshman soccer season. Stegman, 
Strange, and Gallus led the scoring charge up front. Big Joe Kiley locked down in defense with the 
help of Patrick Thelen. Let us hope that next, they will carry the momentum that they have and come 
back with a vengeance in order to become the best team in the region once again! Go Colonels!

jv all star super squad

goooooooaaaaaaaal

Blake Shields
 The JV soccer team had a good season 
this year, making it to the quarterfinals in the re-
gional tournament. Now onto the general over-
view of the team. The final record was 11 wins, 
4 draws, and 3 losses. Austin Foust this year was 
star in goal for the Colonels, making big stops 
when necessary.  Nick Collins finished the sea-
son with 6 goals. Look out for freshman Grant 
Montelisiciani and Trey Gronnote as they made 
it onto the JV roster at the end of their freshman 
soccer season. Stegman, Strange, and Gallus 
led the scoring charge up front. Big Joe Kiley 
locked down in defense with the help of Patrick 
Thelen. Let us hope that next, they will carry the 
momentum that they have and come back with 
a vengeance in order to become the best team in 
the region once again! Go Colonels!

Strong 
JV Soccer 

Season

Jack DeFraites
The soccer team begins the season immediately following the KHSAA dead period in mid-July. The freshman had a great season and proved 

themselves as contenders in the near future. They shined throughout the year, even after starting off a loss to Saint Henry. Saint Henry conquered the 
Colonels 2-1 on 8/19/2017. The Colonels were able to rally and defeat Trinity on 9/9/2017. They won 1-0 and shocked the crowd as they took down 
a phenomenal team. I had a chance to interview Nathan Couch. I asked him, “What it is like playing soccer first year at CovCath.” He replied, “It is 
awesome but sometimes nerve racking knowing that we have to set the bar high to show everyone whose gonna be the winning team. We wanna prove 
to everybody that we are gonna be contenders and we won’t back down to any challenge. We are determined to accept any challenge and can’t wait for 
our futures challenges.”

I can tell that the freshman team is truly fired up. It impresses everyone to see how much passion the young teenagers have for the game. I can’t 
wait to see what the future holds for them. I wish them the best of luck and look forward to seeing them in the future.

Freshman with Passion



SPORTS PG9
Racing to Glory

The BluePrint 
Staff

Advisor: Mrs. Diane Ruth
Editor: Julian Chapman

Assistant Editor: Alex Schoborg
Reporters: Tanner Bayer, Justin Colvin, 

Jack DeFraites, Matthew Dietz, Nate Din-
kens, Nick Dinkens, Harris Disken, Noah 
Gastright, Chad Gerding, Drew Hummel, 

Mason Kinsella, Grant Lawler, Jayden 
Parks, Jack Pelletier, Nick Raisbeck, Kyle 
Richards, Alex Schneider, Blake Shields, 
JD Smith, Blake Stiens, Josh Struck, Luke 

Thelen, Jake Walter
Accounting:  Harris Disken/Alex Schneider

Photography:  Diane Ruth, Justin Col-
vin, Paul Allison, Mason Kinsella, Alex 

Schoborg, Joshua Struck, Lifetouch

Editorials are the opinions of the reporters,
 not the CCH Administration/School.  

Covington Catholic High School
1600 Dixie Hwy Park Hills, KY 41011

859-491-2247

JD Smith
 The Varsity Cross Country Colonels reached levels few teams had ever reached in previous 
years, with a regional championship at the end of October.  The colonels took on the best runners, 
from the best teams across the ninth region and performed at an extremely high level.  Along with 
a first place finish the team also brought a great deal of momentum with them leading towards the 
State meet one week later. 
         The race was held at one of the most grueling and difficult courses in the Northern Kentucky 
area, the 5,000 meter route at Ryle High School.  The course is full of hills and valleys, which causes 
an increase in the amount of effort the runners spend and results and higher finishing times.  The 
course was also very slick from rain the night before and frigid conditions made the run even more 
treacherous.
         The brutal conditions did not phase the Covcath runners due to the fact that they practice in 
rainy conditions multiple times throughout the year, and they had previously run on a slippery and 
muddy course earlier in the year at the Grant County Invitational.  Out of 61 total finishers the Colo-

nels were led by Owen Piatt in 5th place, Nick Eten in 9th place, and Michael 
Kessans in 11th place.  The team as a whole performed extremely well with 
a final score of 50 winning by a slim margin of 2 points over rival Cooper.  
The victory propelled the Colonels into their first regional title since the 2013 
season. 
         Coach Tom Arnold was extremely proud of the team and was thrilled 
to be able to claim the regional title. He was very proud of how the team 
worked together and gave elite effort, “It took a total team effort as the com-
petition was very strong.”  The team looks forward to one last week of hard 
work at practice and the culmination of the season at the state meet.
         The Colonels will finish the very impressive season they are having 
November 4th at the Horse Park in Lexington.  They look to compete with the 

best schools in the 3a division, and send the seniors off on a high note. 

Josh Struck  
 All in all the 2017 Colonel golf sea-
son can be chalked up as a success for first 
year head coach and Cov Cath Graduate Alex 
Ammerman. The golf Colonels had a solid 
regular season averaging a top 10 finish in al-
most every tournament and coming in first 
place at the Oldham County Invitational. 
 As of recent the Colonels competed and 
the Regional Golf Tournament held at Summit 
Hills Country Club. The Colonels were led by 
senior Joshua Struck who fired a 76. The golf 
Colonels would finish second at the Regional 
Tournament, qualifying them for them for the 
2017 Leechman Buick GMC Cadillac – KHSAA 
Boys’ Golf Championship held at Bowling Green 
Country Club in Bowling Green, Kentucky. 
 The State Tournament is a two day event 
where only the top 12 teams move on to the sec-
ond and final day. The Colonels played very well 
the first day, putting together one of their lowest 
teams scores all year. They fired a score of 307, 
led by junior Patrick “Nut” Kennedy’s 75. This 
score would be good for 6th place after the first 
day, qualifying them for the final round. The 
second day the Colonels did not play as well but 

still managed 
to shoot a 317. 
The Golf Col-
onels finished 
in 7th place. 
The Region-
al and State 
Tournaments 
were played by 
seniors; Tyler 
“TC” Chan-
dler, Joshua 
“ S t r o o k ” 
Struck, Benja-
min “Squeak-
er” Pieper, 
Paul “Peel” 

Thelen, and junior, Patrick “Nut” Kennedy. 

Swingin’ to 
victory

2513 Ritchie Avenue
Crescent Springs, KY 41017

Forcht Bank 
6100 1st Financial Dr. 
Burlington, KY 41005



Nick Raisbeck  
  The smell of smoky fires, crunch of fallen leaves and of course 
the bags upon bags of candy in the grocery aisles are dead giveaways that 
Halloween is approaching.  In fact, one need only drive through the neigh-
borhoods of Northern Kentucky to realize the bewitching hour will soon 
be here.  As you cruise up and down the side streets of any city, you will 
see house after house decorated not in Christmas red and green, but in an 
array of twinkling orange and white lights. While a few carved pumpkins 
sitting near the doorway have always been popular decor, today people go 
all out with Halloween lights, spider webs in the yard haunting passersby, 
and costume parties for young and old alike. But why do we decorate, 
dress up as ghosts and trick or treat? How did these traditions evolve? 
  The origin of Halloween can be traced back 2000 years ago to an an-
cient Celtic Festival called Samhain, which means, “summer’s end.”  This 
festival marked the end of the harvest and the beginning of the Celtic new 
year (November 1st). The Celts believed that on October 31st, Saman, the 
lord of Death, would gather together all the souls, both good and evil, who 
had died that year so they could make their journey to the afterlife. Because 
spirits were roaming so freely on this night, the Celtic people, known as 
Druids, would put on animal heads and skins as a way to ward off the evil 
souls. Their “scary” disguises were meant to fool the demonic spirits into 
believing the Druids were likewise only spirits, so they would simply pass 
them by without causing harm. As further protection from evil, the Druids 
would light huge bonfires on October 31st to hold back any destructive 
souls. The Samhain Festival also involved food.   It was offered by the Dru-
ids to Saman, hoping to influence him as he passed judgment upon their 
dead ancestors. The food was also meant to keep all the spirits happy and to 
feed their ancestors who might be hungry on their journey to the new life.   
 When the ancient Romans came to power, they adopted some of these 
Celtic traditions and added their own. They commemorated the dead and 
honored their many gods and goddesses on this same night to keep them 
gratified. They held a special festival at summer’s end to honor one of their 

goddesses, Pomona, the goddess of fruit, who was represented by an apple.  
This likely explains why bobbing for apples is popular at Halloween parties. 
 However, the Roman practice of worshipping multiple gods and spirits 
with great ceremonies at the end of October was not acceptable to the 
Roman Catholic Church.  Therefore, the Church began to observe several 
religious holidays, during this time of year in the hope of replacing pagan 
traditions with proper Christian traditions. Eventually, the Roman Catho-
lic Church adopted All Saints’ Day or All Hallows’ Day, celebrated on 
November 1st, to honor all the saints who did not have a specific feast day 
of their own. Over time, All Hallows’ Day became known as Halloween. 
  Eventually, some of these Halloween traditions came to America. 
Celebration of the day was kept to a minimum in colonial New England 
because of strict Protestant beliefs. It was more commonly celebrated in 
the southern colonies. But things began to change when European eth-
nic groups arrived, sharing their beliefs and customs with those of the 
American Indians. When immigrants, especially from Ireland, poured 
into America during the second half of the 19th century they helped make 
the custom of Halloween popular throughout the entire country. The Irish 
traditions are the likely origin for the first American “trick or treaters.” 
It was common in Ireland during the time of the famines, for people to 
dress up in costumes and go from house to house begging for food. This 
custom was eventually adapted by Americans who would go house to 
house “begging” for sweets, hence becoming the first “trick or treaters.” 
  As Samhain marked the end of the harvest for the Celtics, the first 
festivities Americans participated in were also held to honor the harvest. 
People would gather to eat, dance, sing, and tell stories of the dead. In 
20th century America, Halloween became less about ghosts and spirits 
and more about festive parties, with food, and games. It became centered 
on the kids as they would wander their neighborhoods, decked out in cos-
tumes, in spirit with the Druids thousands of years earlier, looking for 
treats. Thus the parties, trick or treating for candy and costumes began. 

the origins of a candy frenzy


