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Phantoms of the Opera
Lucas Armor

 Mom Prom, held on Saturday, January 29th at Receptions, was quite the 
ride this year with the theme, “A Night at the Opera.” Many guys brought their 
“Phantom of the Opera” masks and took to the dance floor with their dates. 
The senior class got unique window shade glasses that flashed different colors, 
while all the underclassmen got glow-in-the-dark window shade glasses. 
 Everyone began arriving between 6:30 and 7:00, which gave them time 
to get their pictures taken before dinner. At around 7:30, the senior tables were 
called to dinner, which included pasta, roast beef, bread, and salad, along with 
cheesecake for dessert. Everyone mingled until around 9 pm when the dancing 
began.  About that time everyone’s attention was drawn to the dance floor as the 
Red Phantom, aka junior Brady Dunn, along with his date danced reverently 
to the music. Not long after, all the seniors joined in on the dance floor. After 
that, it was just your average dance of well-coordinated songs and kids having 
a good time.
 The scenery and atmosphere was done very well by the parents in charge 
of the planning. Senior Michael Hellmann said, “You know I don’t normally 
enjoy Mom Prom like I did that night. I don’t know but it was just a good time 
overall.” That was a reaction most people shared about this year’s Mom Prom. 
One of the moms in charge of the event said, “I thought we did a pretty great 
job with this whole thing. We had our work cut out for us this year. In fact, I 
had to get my son to help me out a few days before Mom Prom.” It was a huge 
success, and all the underclassmen will be looking forward to Mom Prom next 
year.

Alex Connelly and his Mother
Photo by: Prestige

Engineering Club 
Andrew Kendall

Covington Catholic High School has added the Engineering Club to its 
long lists of clubs and activities. Mr. Hartman, along with Mr. Lubbers, felt the 
need for the club to aid in the creation of a strong foundation in engineering for 
those students interested in making it a career choice. The club has already had 
multiple speakers, projects, and hosted a bake sale as a fundraiser.
 Mr. Hartman has taught many extremely successful engineers in the 
past, and they have aided him this by speaking to the club. Recent graduate 
Eric Meier came in to speak about his studies in Aeronautics at Purdue and 
how the Physics classes at Cov Cath set him on the right path. Members of the 
Engineering Club have also had speeches about usage of the new Computer 
Animated Design lab that was recently installed in the school. So what does a 
rookie engineer create? Well, Mr. Hartman recently challenged the members 
of the Engineering Club to make something using duct tape. Projects included 
wallets and one of the club’s favorites-- a blazer to be worn to Prom made out 
of duct tape. The club is funding all of its speakers and activities through a 
bake sale they had the week of exams.  It was extremely successful, and it will 
allow them to explore the world of engineering.
 The Engineering Club is a great addition to the student life at 
Covington Catholic. It will inspire current students to expand their knowledge 
of engineering and help produce future engineers. Meetings are held monthly 
on Wednesday mornings, and new members would be welcomed with open 
arms. 

John Bayer, a prominent member of the Engineering Club, 
explains his duct tape project.
Photo by: Diane Ruth
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Chinese Superpower
Peter Craig

 As Americans we have had the tendency to believe that we are the 
most powerful country in the world. Our economy could not be topped, 
our military was unmatched, and our scientific developments were far 
more advanced than any other country. Our free market and best man for 
the job attitude brought us to the pinnacle of success. After World War 
II, our dominance was known by the world and only the Soviet Union 
could compare. With the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, we were the 
sole superpower of the world. This was all true until a few years ago when 
Americans started to realize there was a country right behind us and getting 
ready to pass us, that is, if they have not already. 
 China, the largest country in the world, America’s opposite, has 
caught us. America possesses a democratic government and a free market 
economy. This has been the base of our success for the past 235 years, but 
now we have an economy that is spiraling downward and a government 
that cannot seem to agree on a single thing. China possesses a communistic 
government that has a grasp around their economy. A system that our 
founding fathers would never believe to work has given China the fastest 
growing economy in the world. Our military faces a dead end war in the 
Middle East that has the American people split in two. China refrains from 
war and builds their military and invests their money in advancement.  
 The United States will bounce back and recover from the recent 
hardships, but during our time of recovery, China advances more and 
more. Our lonely stay at the top is now over. Welcome, China, to the elite 
club of superpowers.

Bin Laden message warns France to pull out 
of Afghanistan

Drew Baker
 In an audiotape realsed on Friday believed to be the voice of 
Bin Laden, the leader of al Qaeda warned France to pull out their 
military forces from Afghanistan. He says the alliance that has been 
formed with the United States will prove to be costly. France says it 
will not deter from Afghanistan strategy. France has 3,750 troops in 
Afghanistan and plan to keep them there.
  “The release of your prisoners from the hands of our brethren 
depends on the withdrawal of your soldiers from our countries.” This 
is what was believed to have been said on the tape according to cnn 
news. The tape was also believed to of talked about the dismissal of 
Nicholas Sarkozy the 23rd presidnet of French Republic and now that 
he is no longer the leader they can kill prisoners without delay. 
 France, however, says they will not leave and they plan to 
stay with their allyies for the Afghan people and for their safety and 
peace. Many people, including some people in the government, think 
the tape is a fake and just a hoax. 

A Thorn in our Side
Christian Schulte

 Organized crime has always been a thorn in the side of America. 
Thursday, January 20, 119 organized crime suspects were arrested. FBI 
called it the largest single day operation against the Mafia in history. 
Former mobsters helped the FBI by giving names of current mobsters. 
More than 800 federal and local law enforcement officials were involved 
in the arrest and detaining of the suspects. 127 suspects were charged by 16 
Grand Jury indictments with murder, drug trafficking, extortion, gambling, 
loan sharking, and other crimes going back 30 years. Mobster were acting 
way out of control and the mafia was getting way out of hand, so law 
enforcement decided to work a case to make the arrests.  
 The Mobsters charged in New York were leaders of the Colombo 
and Gambino families. The Colombo street boss Andrew Russo, acting 
underboss Benjamin Castellazzo, and consigliere Richard Fusco were 
also charged. Two of the Gambinos charged included consigliere Joseph 
Corozzo, and ruling panel member Bartolomeo Vernace. New England 
boss Luigi Manocchio, was also arrested. The arrest of the mobsters will 
turn out to help society by keeping less crime off the street. 

Mascots Face off in Annual Broomball Game 
at Fountain Square

Cory Matsko
 Last Saturday, January 15th, Cincinnati hosted the annual Mascot 
Broomball Game down at Fountain Square. Local mascots from the greater 
Cincinnati area all joined in on this yearly event for the community.
 Many specataors young and old came to watch these mascots show 
off their skills on the ice. Two teams of mascots were the Science Team 
made up of mainly local businesses mascots including Binny the Recycle 
Bin from Rumpke Recycling, Captain Shield from U.S. Bank, and Blaze 
from Buffalo Wild Wings and the Jock Team, which included mascots such 
as Gapper and Mr. Red from the Reds,  Horse Power from the Kentucky 
Speedway, Twister from the Cyclones,  and D’Artagnan Musketeer from 
Xavier.
 This event turned out to be a heated battle on the ice and later 
turned into a dance off. It does not matter where the mascots hear music 
they just cannot refrain from dancing.

The State of the Reds 
Jake Read

 Joey Votto is an amazing baseball player. He was the National 
League MVP.  The Reds made a great decision signing him to a 3 year 
38 million dollar deal. He hit .324 with 37 home runs and 113 RBI. He 
led the NL in slugging percentage (.600) and on-base percentage (.424) 
(Cincinnati.com). Walt Jocketty, the Reds general manager, was very 
happy about the deal. 
 Joey Votto, 27 years old, says he loves Cincinnati, and he cannot 
imagine playing anywhere else. At 38 million dollars the Reds did not get 
a discount, but Walt Jocketty said that it was worth it. The Reds are making 
smart decisions, moving forward, and are going to look good next year.  
 As Joey signed his contract he received a 6 million dollar signing 
bonus. He also got 2.5 million up front to sign. Joey Votto is 6 feet 3 inches 
and weighs in at 229 pounds. The perfect body to play first base for the 
Reds. The Reds also signed left fielder, Jay Bruce to a multi-year contract 
worth 10 million dolalrs and starting pitcher Bronson Arroyo to a multi-
year contract extension worth 34 million. The Reds are ready to go to the 
playoffs and beyond. Go Reds! 

A local bridge captured by Kevin Schoettle
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Community Service News
Anuel Nevels

 On Sunday, January 16th Cov Cath hosted Preview to the Blue, 
the first ever introductory event for incoming 8th graders; the young men 
destined to become the class of 2015. One hundred pre-registered students 
were met by a dozen walk-ins for a total of 112 8th graders from a variety 
of schools coming together with our ambassadors for one night of intense 
activities and pizza galore (384 pieces galore!)
 The night started with a welcome by our Principal Rowe followed 
by an opening prayer as is customary for CCH events. Ambassadors 
then paired up with 8th graders for activities such as ping pong, cornhole, 
basketball, videogames, etc…  Pizza and soft drinks were available all 
night.  During the half court shot, 8th graders were allowed to introduce 
themselves over the PA. Five students sunk the half court shot, each 
receiving a five dollar bill and praise from their fellow 8th graders.
 The purpose of the evening was to introduce next year’s freshmen 
to each other early in the hopes of getting them to gel as a class much faster 
and be a more proactive part of the brotherhood that is CCH.
 There is debate, however, on whether or not our Preview to the 
Blue was inspired by Notre Dame’s slumber party that they have hosted 
for years for their 8th graders which includes pizza, games, and a concert 
by the NDA/CCH Pep Band. Were the Colonels beaten to the punch by 
the Pandas, will the event be as beneficial in the future as we hope, was 
16 beast pizzas really enough for 150 hungry boys? The world may never 
know!

A Graduate on the Right Path
Peter Craig

 “The United States was not built by those who waited and rested 
and wished to look behind them. This country was conquered by those 
who moved forward, and so will space,” President John F. Kennedy on the 
expansion of NASA in 1963. A graduate of Covington Catholic has taken 
this quote to heart as he advances his studies in aerospace engineering 
and continues an internship at NASA, the world’s most advanced space 
exploration program.
 Eric Meier, an ’08 grad of CovCath, is pursuing this career at 
NASA while perfecting his knowledge and skills in aerospace engineering 
at Purdue University. Eric visited CovCath during his winter break to 
talk to Mr. Snyder’s Career Exploration class about a very special career 
oppurtunity he has.  During this internship with NASA, Eric works on 
orbital analysis for the Orion Exploration Vehicle and works in the Mission 
Control Center at the Johnson Space Center in Houston. In his work at 
the Mission Control Center he gets to conduct the flight controller for the 
International Space Station. 
 Presently, he is continuing his studies at Purdue Univeristy and 
will return to Houston over the summer. Eric is very appreciative of his 
CovCath education, he took Calculus and Physics at CovCath and both 
those courses set him ahead of many people in the aerospace engineering 
program . He is ahead of many people who finished atop of their classes 

in high school.  He plans to take his 
family, including Nick who is a 
senior this year, down to the Johnson 
Space Center over the summer and 
show them around. “Maybe I can 
get Nick on the Mission Control,” 
joked Eric. He knows Nick would 
jump on that in a second.
 Eric will receive his 
Bachelors degree in Aerospace 
Engineering next spring and will 
have finished 5 work tours at NASA. 
He will pursue a Masters Degree 
over online courses and start a 
career with NASA after graduation.

Eric Meier coming back to one fo his 
favorite places
Photo by: Diane Ruth

CCH Alumni News from Japan
Bobby Sturm

 Covington Catholic High School has had numerous graduates 
go on after high school to lead a successful life. But few have left the 
Bluegrass State for a once in a lifetime event to teach kids in Japan like 
Chuck Clenney!
 Chuck Clenney graduated with class of 2004 and went to the 
University of Kentucky to major in English, Japanese, and Art Studio. 
During his time at UK he was the General Manager for WRFL Radio 
Station. Chuck graduated UK in May 2009 and went on to live in 
Shimonita, Japan, in Gunma Prefecture, around 2 hours north of Tokyo in 
eastern Japan.  During his time there he has been teaching English to five 
to fifteen-year-old Japanese kids in the rural mountains of eastern Japan. 
Being the only foreigner out of 10,000 has been a hilarious adventure for 
him. He begins his day at 7:30am where he works at 3 different nursery 
schools, 4 different elementary schools, and a junior high school.  The only 
time he speaks English is at the junior high, otherwise it is Japanese all day 
everyday.  He joins in the community with ping pong, a taiko drum group 
and a kendo group in town.  
Chuck would also like to thank his family, friends, and Covington Catholic 
for equipping him with the ability to do anything that comes at him.  He 
says, “The experience has been amazing and has challenged me in some 
of the best ways.  Really getting outside of somewhere you know well and 
throwing yourself into a place where you know nothing is a very rewarding 
and humbling experience.  When I saw konnichiwa to 80-year-old women 
who may have never actually seen a foreigner before, it is great to see their 
initial jaw-drop turn into smiles.”
 The amount of service Covington Catholic has served the region is 
outstanding. If we continue to broaden our views and expand our horizon 
like Chuck Clenney, Covington Catholic could have quite a reputation.

Left:  Chuck Clenney en-
joys the Japanese summer 
festival called the Shimo-
nita Konnyaku Summer 

Matsuri.

Some of the damage in Sendai City, where the earthquake hit.  This is the Self 
Defense Force searching for bodies.

Right:  Chuck 
Clenney and his 
adult class--all 
Japanese ladies.  
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 It is w-with great p-p-pleasure that I 
w-write to you a-a-about t-this m-marvelous 
movie called T-The K-King’s S-S-Speech.
 Now, of course, no one ever types like 
that. But if I were reading this review out loud 
trying to convince a total stranger to see this 
movie, I would fail to keep their undivided 
attention and lose their patience because of the 
lack of continuity in my speech—hence, my 
stammering. I would become flustered at the 
failed attempts to properly express myself.
 This is how Prince Albert felt for all of 
his life, a man filled to the brim with all these 
simmering emotions, trapped within the confines 
of his own speech impediment, his muddled 
expressions the only way for his feelings to 
manifest themselves. The juxtaposition of 
royalty paired alongside with a debilitating 
communication handicap provides a nice contrast 
in the Duke’s character, ranging from tilted nose 
snobbery to a frightened, childlike humility.
 As the son of King George V, he is the 
second runner up to the throne behind his older 
brother David who has no intention in taking the 
responsibilities of king. And who could blame 
him? The year was 1939, and the dark ominous 
clouds of World War II were approaching. The 
British Empire needed a firm leader with a strong 
empowering voice to rile a nation in its times of 
distress and to provide assurance that gives them 
hope, not an awkward stammering voice that 
sounds like an out of tune radio signal. A leader 
needs to unite his people, not alienate them.
 Albert, after many failed attempts to cure 
his speech handicap, is on the verge of giving up 
entirely on being cured. But it is his faithful and 
loving wife who decides to seek treatment from 
an Australian speech therapist, Lionel Logue, 
whose practice is quite unorthodox, yet very 
effective. But, Lionel demands that the Duke 
lower himself from his royal arrogance and 
restrained mannerism so that there is no class 
barrier between them. Albert becomes enraged 
at how he is being treated by this commoner 

and leaves at once, having enough of all the 
psychological nonsense. He eventually returns 
back to Lionel, after realizing that his methods 
worked, and decides to go through daily therapy 
with him.
 When the king dies, David inherits the 
throne, but places his kingly responsibilities 
aside to marry the free spirited socialite, Wallis 
Simpson, his cherished new lover. But there is 
a fatal flaw to this engagement. Wallis is twice 
divorced, and for David being head of the Catholic 
Church, the marriage would be negligence of his 
duties and would force him to resign from the 
throne. Fully aware of the predicament, Albert 
begs his brother to not openly marry her, knowing 
that if he does, would mean that he himself 
would become king. Just the mere thought of 
being king is overwhelming for Albert. But he 
has to confront his own setbacks to prove that he 
is indeed, a strong leader.
 As a movie that thrives on conversation 
while lacking action of any sort, director Tom 
Hooper has done a spectacular job in keeping 
the audience’s attention as the characters 
naturally bounce off of each other instead of 
being constrained to the dull upper crust British 
syntax. He is patient with the camera, allowing 
every character to have his or her say without 
cutting the scene abruptly, giving the movie a 
continual flow that does not feel rushed. 
 Because the movie is heavily dependent 
on the execution of the script, it is essential that 
the characters are fully realized so that they do 
not become stale caricatures like so many films 
centered on royalty have done in the past. And 
Colin Firth rises to the occasion, playing the 
distraught Prince Albert with a pitch-perfect 
(or shall I say, imperfect) rhythm and tone that 
makes you cringe while he gives his garbled 
public speeches while the screen pans to his 
faithful wife, played by Helena Bonham Carter, 
painstakingly watches him from the side. His 
pale complexion perfectly blends with his 
distorted facial expressions as he aggravatingly 

McGraw is Tops in Country Music
Anuel Nevels

 In 1990, a young man who dropped out of college was living off tips playing in bar, after bar, after bar. In 
two years he would get noticed. His first album would not even hit the charts. Today, he has replaced Garth 
Brooks upon the throne that belongs to the king of country music. This young man is Tim McGraw.
 McGraw got his first hit in 1994 with the controversial song “Indian Outlaw.” He would follow it up with 
a steady stream of top ten country hits and top twenty pop hits, with several multi-platinum records that also 
made number one.

McGraw’s stardom was also shot forward by his country royalty marriage in 1996 with fellow country 
star Faith Hill, who had been touring with McGraw for some time. Several number one hits and albums have 
featured the couple, and fans just cannot seem to get enough.

A few years ago McGraw’s name made it on a fragrance company. McGraw cologne can be found 
on the shelves of almost every department store in the country along with the corresponding album Southern 
Voice.  This album of 2009 created a huge uproar while soaring up the charts faster than an F-18.

His latest contribution, the phenomenon known as “Felt Good on My Lips” can be heard two times 
an hour on any station that will host a country musician. The song is destined to hit number one, if it has not 
already. Most musicians lose popularity as they get older, but Tim McGraw is already number one and he is 
only picking up speed.

A Review of The King’s Speech
Kevin Schoettle

attempts to speak what is on his mind. Looking 
into his eyes, you see a man desperately trying to 
escape the prison that is his body. 
 But it is the versatile Geoffrey Rush as the 
quirky speech therapist Lionel Logue that really 
enlivens the movie and gives it a more relative 
appeal that compares to how we think and act 
today. To say he was a man way ahead of his 
time is not a long stretch in truth. He is the polar 
opposite of Albert, openly engaging himself in 
the art of conversation while playfully breaking 
down Albert’s stern barricade so that he can 
get through to him. This audacious opposition 
births a magnetism between the two, creating a 
parasitic bond where they become dependent on 
one another. 
 There is one scene, which I am particularly 
fond of, where Lionel is talking casually with 
Albert in his room, like a counselor chatting with 
a student. Eventually, Albert confides to Lionel 
the torments that he suffered during his early 
childhood that seems to be the primary cause of 
his stammering. It is just a case of the Freudian 
Complex, brought to the surface through Lionel’s 
psychoanalytic approach. 
 The setting of the movie is quite peculiar, 
taking place in tight corridors and claustrophobic 
rooms. One gets the feeling that this was the 
director’s intention of paralleling the confined 
atmosphere to Albert’s own limitations. It emits 
a sense of suffocation that builds on the tension 
in the movie, providing moments of relief when 
it goes out into the open world and deeply inhales 
the fresh air. 
 The King’s Speech is a movie that has no 
intention of raising the bar. Yes, it has the surefire 
Oscar-laden recipe that will draw much attention 
to itself. But the movie achieves something in 
its realism—no, not the dark gritty reality that 
has become so prevalent in modern cinema—but 
finds middle ground between the sentimental and 
the sadistic, achieving cinematical homeostasis. 
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A Midsummer’s Night Dream
Casey Stone

 On January 28 the juniors enjoyed a wonderful play put on by some 
of the actors from Play House in the Park. The six actors put on a great 
performance of William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, which 
included some very comical scenes that kept everyone on their feet. The actors 
enjoyed coming into the audience and getting up close and personal with 
the audience, including Mr. Lubbers, Mr. Balskus, some students, and even 
myself. The play was a great rendition of Shakespeare’s story of two couples 
and their paths to love.
 I think everyone enjoyed the play and learning more about Shakespeare 
in a more fun and exciting way.

 Since the dawn of time, mankind has always 
made pursuits in trying to define himself beyond just 
the ordinary biological context that he has been placed 
in. And from that beginning, he created religion to 
transcend being just highly developed animals into a 
divine being modeled after an omnipresent Creator. 
Then came the Age of Reason, where organized 
religion became rejected by philosophers and 
scientists who replaced it with naturalism, stating that 
if it cannot be placed in a test tube, it must certainly 
not exist. As time passed, the naturalists began 
growing increasingly bored with the physical world 
that existed all around them. They started asking 
themselves, “There has to be more out there, why 
else does all of this exist?”, and started ruminating 
over where the answer to that question may lie. They 
looked to the heavens up above their heads, watching 
the constellations of celestial bodies weave patterns 
of cosmic sign language, like a hieroglyph waiting 
to be deciphered. An idea flickered in the muddled 
attics of their heads, shining through the dust and 
grime from ideological stagnation of past theories. If 
nothing was here on Earth, then it must be out there 
waiting to be discovered by courageous space farers. 
And so began mankind’s pursuit of outer space in 
hopes that all of their questions will be answered 
through the infinite wisdom that the universe held for 
them. 
 It wasn’t until the late 50s and early 60s when 
mankind launched their own into orbit and later landed 
on the moon. It was to their severe disappointment, 
that they realized that space was nothing but a 
giant void, a dark endless sea of nothingness and 
meaninglessness.  Space offered nothing but isolation 
and even muffled vocal communication to keep the 
humans apart. The travelers smiled upon returning 
home, not because of the wondrous sights that the 
universe had to offer, but because of the relief they 
felt from being away from of all of that loneliness 
that stretched all around them like a panorama of 
never-ending darkness. They decided to turn their 
focus from outward to inward in hopes of finding 
something they may have missed.
 Thus began the turbulent 60s and 70s where 
mankind, along with assistance by hallucinogens and 
other various drugs, began the art of introspection--
peering into the window of their souls from the outside 
in, with hopes of discovering their true identity. 
They achieved this. But it was not the enlightening 
knowledge that they were expectant of revealing 
itself. They came to a realization that humans were 
nothing but large vats whose sole purpose was 
for chemical storage and consumption. Mankind 

hollowed itself out, labeling itself as nothing but a 
biological automaton, hardwired and manufactured 
to perform monotonous tasks day in and day out until 
finally exhausting themselves of all function, where 
their useless bodies became disposed into storage 
bins until complete decomposition. 
 The idea that humans were nothing more than 
highly intelligent machines became the prevalent 
notion in the 80s with its message travelling through 
the airwaves, masking itself in the catchy rhythms 
of electro-techno music for public appeal. And so 
began mankind’s hedonistic crusade, with yuppies 
running amok, seeking to fill the void with their 
insatiable materialism. This quickly came to a halt 
when the stock market crashed in 1987, with theories 
speculating that the main cause was attributed to 
the increasing demand in products. Their over-
expenditure, it seemed, led to their downfall. They 
became crushed under the weight of their own 
pleasures.
 With life devoid of all meaning, opposition, 
in the form of scathing cynicism, became the proper 
response in the early 90s. Contempt for everything 
became a contemporary virtue that provided 
dissociated entertainment as they reveled in their 
own squalor. They broke every traditional standard 
left in the book, reducing the boundaries to mere 
rubble. Having nothing left in society to destroy, all 
that became left to destroy was themselves. They 
transcended to a state of meta-cynicism, resorting to 
a psychological auto cannibalism where they hacked 
and gnawed at their own selves in desperate attempts 
to satisfy their rebellious hunger. 
 With no walls present to shield them, mankind 
was left exposed, exposed to the meaninglessness 
and abstractedness which the walls were meant 
to protect them from. The walls were built as 
boundaries to define us, not limit us. But now we live 
in an obscure existence where objective law is scarce 
and the majority abides by the motto: “Everything 
goes”. People build makeshift boundaries and break 
them down for their own amusement like a child 
playing with a Lego set. They know of the futility 
of even attempting to rebuild the wall, aware that 
deconstructionists are lurking about, ready to tear it 
back down. These deconstructionists are a peculiar 
breed—they see their reckless vandalism as a form 
of art, much like how post-modern minimalists saw 
their deconstruction of concrete details as means of 
artistic expression.
 And now here we are, in 2011, with a vast 
majority of people living in complete passivity to 
everything going on around them. The media is partly 
to blame for this, providing a synthetic reality for 

Modern Apathy
Kevin Schoettle

people to escape to, having portals to it installed in 
every facility and household for human convenience. 
But technology is not to blame. Its usage for escapism 
would be pointless if people didn’t have something to 
escape from. 
 The apathetic individual tends to be viewed 
as someone dead on the inside. This is a common 
misconception. The apathetic, who lacks form of 
outward expression, is like a reflex machine reacting 
to emotional stimulus at the present moment, with 
a very short period of lingering emotions that 
eventually dissipate back into the grayness. They can 
feel, but only temporarily.
 Which raises an important question, “How 
did they get this way?” Well, the apathetic is like a 
dissociated observer, seeing everything at once, but 
having no desire whatsoever to be a part of it. It is as if 
the mind has totally disengaged itself from the body, 
hovering over it, seeing the world from an isometric 
view rather than from a first person perspective. That 
is what gives them that spaced out appearance. They 
float around like grey specters, making themselves 
nonexistent to everyone around them, their 
transparent features used as a sort of camouflage. 
Apathy is the body’s defense mechanism, used as an 
anesthetic to block out the pains of being alive. 
 But the individual does not become an 
apathetic because of emotional traumatization, but 
becomes an apathetic due to mere disappointment. 
After seeing every failed attempt mankind has made 
in the past to discover meaning in life, they develop 
the mindset: “Why even bother?” This lethargic 
mentality is quite toxic and impedes the apathetic’s 
will to live. That is not saying that they are suicidal—
most of them wouldn’t want to go through the 
meticulous process of painlessly killing themselves. 
They spend most of their life in existential pondering, 
theoretically going through every situation without 
actually being involved. They do not live life, they 
experience it. 
 Researchers have tried to come up with a way 
of treating apathy by administering drugs as though it 
were a psychological disease. They do not realize that 
apathy deals with cognition, meaning that the drugs 
can alter feelings, but not their thought patterns. As 
an ex-user of numerous anti-depressants ranging 
from MAOIs to SNRIs, I have found medication to 
be ineffective. Meds do not cure the problem, they 
are only used as an alternative lifestyle where you 
grow dependent on them just so you can maintain 
function. Going off the medication after being on it 
for a long span of time is like taking the IV out of an 
afflicted patient, denying them of morphine, leaving 
the patient in a state of total agony from the freefall. 

Photo by Jake Vogt
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Troy Timmerman Signs 
with Air Force Academy

Andrew Kendall
 Covington Catholic has a new Division 1 Football signee. Troy 
Timmerman has committed to the Air Force Academy for a football 
scholarship. It is a great honor for him and his family, and a true testament 
to his hard work in his sport and the classroom.
 Timmerman had scholarship offers from Miami, Akron, Kent 
State, Murray State, and Marshall but ultimately decided on the Air Force 
Academy. Not only will he have to endure intense football workouts but he 
will also have to go through rigorous training. When asked, Timmerman 
said, “I am really looking forward to facing the challenge at hand, it will be 
a true test of my character and determination. “ Troy is no stranger to the 
difficulties of being a student at the Air Force Academy, his dad is a former 
graduate. 
 It is a great testament to the academics and athletics at Covington 
Catholic High School to see Timmerman sign with the Air Force Academy. 
He will be playing Defensive End and hopes to make a big impact on the 
field for the Falcons. 

Troy TImmerman signs his letter
Photo by: Diane Ruth

Catholic Schools Week
Jack Templeton

 January is upon us as is the celebration of Catholic Schools Week. 
This week is a time to celebrate and be thankful for the great Catholic 
institutions that offer us a higher alternative education. And of course 
we thank all of the teachers and administration and most importantly our 
parents that make our education possible.
 At Covington Catholic, it is also a time to have a little fun in 
school. The main attraction of the week for all Colonels is of course the 
overabundance of chicken at our school lunches thanks to Vice President 
Jake Read. Along with the chicken on our plates, lunchtime games like 
wheel barrel races and ice cream eating contests were held. Tuesday, 
multiple students were selected to attend a mass at the Cathedral in 
Covington.
 Catholic Schools Week is a time to appreciate what we have and 
a time to give thanks to those who made it possible. And for all of the 
great experiences we have had this week and all throughout our time in 
parochial education we would like to say thanks.

Photo Club
Luke Schutzman

 The Photo Club is run by English teacher Mrs. Ruth and student 
president Daman Clemons.  The club goes on numerous outing throughout 
the year to places like Highlands Cemetery to get good photos and has a 
pancake breakfast about once every month to raise funds for the annual 
school wide photo contest.
 With the new year the photo club photo contest is that much closer.  
And students are urged to start looking now for great shots to enter into 
the tournament.  Each year three photos are awarded prize money for first 
through third place.  Last year’s winner teacher Mr. Snyder had this to say 
about winning, “After eight years of entering first place worthy photos I 
finally won.”  So for all those student and faculty out there with a camera, 
get out there and get your prize-winning photos. 

National English Honor Society
Andrew Kendall

 The National English Honor Society is working strong to maintain 
their spirit of service and spread their knowledge of literature and 
authorship. Moderator Mrs. Diane Ruth has all the members using their 
talents to showcase the strong views of the society. 
 New service projects have been instituted and old service projects 
have been completed. Members of the society went and wrapped presents 
during the Christmas season to raise money. The Covington Catholic 
chapter of the society also began the process of writing books for Books 
for Hope. This is an organization that works to create books and send them 
to less fortunate members in Uganda that do not have access to literature. 
Every month on Wednesday students go and read stories to the elderly in 
the Madonna Manner. The older people really get a kick out of seeing the 
young men and hearing the stories. Finally, the society instituted an essay 
contest for feeder schools. There will be prize money rewarded to the best 
essays written on censorship, a heated topic in our everyday lives. 
 There is a lot going on in the National English Honor Society. Led 
by the President Josh Moorman they are holding their own in the pursuit 
of service and spread of literature. The society plans on continuing their 
weekly service projects and creating numerous books for the Books for 
Hope foundation. 

Grant Guess working on Books for Hope
Photo by: Diane Ruth
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Dis/ Troy
Lucas Armor

 On January 18th, the freshman class of Covington Catholic High School attended a play in 
the Griffin Centre called “DIS/TROY,” a play that is all about the story in the book, The Illiad. It is 
a story about the Greeks invading the city of Troy, with their best warrior, Achilles, fighting against 
Troy’s best warrior, Hector. 
 This particular play was done by four actors from the Playhouse in the Park. They added a 
few twists to the story line by switching back and forth between what was happening in Troy, and 
what was happening on Mt. Olympus with the gods. Since this play was done in front of a younger 
crowd, the play had a lot more laughs in it than the original story of the Trojan War. It was just a way 
to get the audience to relate to the play more and to get them to pay a little more attention to the play.
 In this writer’s opinions, the best part of the play was when the actors had to change scenes, 
they never broke character, when they had to move something heavy, their character might have had 
a hard time moving it because of its weight. One freshman was quoted saying, “I thought [the play] 
was kind of funny, the actors seemed like they knew what they were doing.” The play was overall a 
great success and it seemed to get very positive feedback from the freshman class.

Favorite Christmas Present
Bobby Sturm

 Every year kids around the world get 
numerous amounts of presents for Christmas. 
Some of these presents create fun for the kids for 
weeks, while some presents will create pleasure 
for only a few hours. It is special for a kid to 
keep a present for years or to mean something 
very special. Here is a list of some seniors saying 
what present has meant the most to them.
Lucas Armor- Nintendo 64 with Super Mario 64
Michael Rosado- Tickets to an NBA game
Austin Hudepohl- Four-wheel ATV
Cory Matsko- Steelers jersey
Jack Templeton- Playstation 2
Jimmy Hermann- A hamster
Nate Kathman- tickets to an ACDC concert
Peter Craig- Tinker Toys
Nick Meier- Cyclones tickets
Joey Fredrick- NBA jersey
Joe Sizemore- Frisbee-golf equipment
Jackson Walsburger- John Wall Wizards jersey
Jordan Hoffer- Kings Island Season Pass
Sean Hamm- Astros baseball jersey
Anuel Nevels- New jeans
Paul Ritter- Gift card to Subway
Christian Schulte- IPhone 4 (still wishing for it)

Zembrodt Visits Colombia
Austin Hudepohl

 Nathan Zembrodt, a fellow senior at Covington Catholic, recently went to Cali, Colombia from January 12-19. He traveled with an organization 
called the Mission Share Foundation which builds all kinds of things for the people around Cali, Cololmbia. They do things such as build churches and 
rectories for priests as well as assist with the samaritans of Cali.
 Nathan went to check out the certain projects that have taken place and help assist the samaritans. He said, “It was an awesome experience overall 
and it really opened his eyes.” The Mission Share Foundation works out of Cali and tries to reach out to the local villages surrounding it. When asked how the 

city was, Nathan replied, “That 
the city of Cali has some nice 
buildings and isn’t too bad of 
a city, but that the outside area 
is very poor.” There are many 
poor and desolate villages 
outside the city which lack 
basic necessities. 
 Nathan really enjoyed his 
experience there and hopes 
to go back in the future. It 
really opened his eyes about 
how fortunate we all are. He 
looks forward to going back 
sometime soon and help 
out with the Mission Share 
Foundation once again.
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Intramural Basketball
Brandon Rozanski

 Intramural Basketball at Cov 
Cath is pretty much a “very big deal.” 
Most every student partakes in this 
extracurricular activity. 
 Week one of IBL action began on 
Sunday January 9 with the seniors and 
juniors. In the senior league game one 
had Team Terrana over Team Gerding, 
57 to 54, and both Rosado and Terrana 
put up 20 points each. Game two had 
Team Rozanski beating Team Read, 54 
to 34. Joey Fredrick had 20 in that win 
along with Matt Baker putting up 16. In 
the third game of the night team Miller 
beat team Slabaugh in a route, 59 to 18. 
The last game had Team Shumate over 
Team Baldridge, 69 to 49.
 In junior action Team Gray beat 
Team Baute, 55 to 53, to lead off the 
night. In game 2 Team Tomlin beat Team 
Dehlinger, 63 to 42. After that Team 
Bernhard crushed Team Perkins, 64 to 
31. To end the night Team Milanarik 
beat Team Yung, 53 to 49. 
 On the following Monday the 
freshman and sophomores kicked off 
their action. In the sophomore league 
the first game had Team Goddard over 
Team Schrand, 49 to 40. In game two Team 
Stutler beat Team Dressman, 56 to 53. In the 
third game Team Hodge beat Team Klosterman, 
41 to 36. In the night cap Team Hemmer beat Team Sandfoss, 55 to 49.
 In freshman action Team Atkinson beat Team Fischer to start off the night, 34 to 33, with 
Fischer scoring 14 points. Game two had Team Miller over Team Boyle, 47 to 45. Game three then 
had Team Keller over Team turner, 49 to 10, with Keller having 21 points. In the freshman night cap 
Team Pope beat Team Hatter, 47 to 45.
 It should be another successful year with IBL, and I am sure we are all looking forward to 
the coming weeks.

Academic Team
Cory Matsko

 The Covington Catholic Academic Team 
seems to be struggling of late. Still winless for 
the season the team is still looking for the first 
true win. They have received a few wins because 
of forfeits by the other team. The problem for the 
team has yet to be discovered.  
 Led by the legend Mr. Bill Balskus, the 
Academic Team consists of some of the top 
academically inclined students in the school. The 
team is made up of seniors Jonathan Miller, Matt 
Baker, Derek Koshiol, and Andrew Baldridege.  
Jim Nutter is the lone junior on the varsity squad. 
 Even on their poor season, the Colonels 
just came off a very impressive victory at 
the Governor’s Cup District Competition at 
Holmes High School. The team was led by 
Josh Moorman with a first place finish in Math. 
Another impressive finish came from Jonathan 
Miller when he placed 2nd in Social Studies 
Competition. 
 Congratulations of the win and 
hopefully you bring back the first place trophy 
in the upcoming Regional Governor’s Cup 
Competition.

Ryan Basford and Matt Summe boast about their team 
before their game.
Photo by Diane Ruth

 The 2010 Drama Class ended their semester in December with an actual production of 12 Angry Men.  After Ms. Mosko took a leave from the 
class, Mrs. Ruth stepped up for the challenge.  She wanted the class to be more challenging.  
 The group began the year with a visit backstage at Playhouse in the Park, which the students loved.  In the classroom, every student led the group 
in a warmup routine.  “At times it was actually relaxing,” said Mrs. Ruth.  “I wanted the boys to see that actors do have their own warmup routines, so we 
began our day with one of these routines.”  
 Besides the normal improvisational exercises and drama skits and games, the students put on Radio Broadcasts, which were fun.  But the most 
challenging for their exam was the full production of  12 Angry Men.  It was an all male cast with little sets needed.  “For the first production at CCH in 
a long time, I thought the boys did a great job.  Of course, there were line issues or prop problems (when the door fell over in the midst of the play), but 
I was happy with the work the boys did.  I think they enjoyed the challenge I set for them,” said Mrs. Ruth.   Stars for the evening included Brady Dunn 
as the Jury Foreman, Troy Timmerman, and Mitch Wendling.  “I do think their favorite thing was putting on stage makeup.  They protested the entire 
time up to that class, but when it came down to it they enjoyed it too much.”
 Next year will be here very soon, and Mrs. Ruth is looking for a few good actors to step up.

Drama Class Puts on Production
Andrew Kendall

Brian Schroer applies his stage makeup.
Photo by D. Ruth

Brady Dunn uses his acting talents.
Photo by Leo Schaefer

Class enjoys 
backstage tour at 
Playhouse. 
Photo by Diane 
Ruth



Sports Page 9

VarsityBasketball 
Joey Fredrick

 Cov Cath has had an up and down sea-
son. After the Toyota Classic game, the team 
went 2 and 2. Cov Cath started off with a win 
against St. Henry 77 to 64, with Cubby Connelly 
leading the team with 20 points. The next game 
was a tough one for the Colonels facing the 
Scott Eagles. Jake Thelen, as always, had a very 
impressive performance of 36 points. Kellen 
Smith, a well rounded point guard, had 28 points 
in the win. Jake Thelen made history during the 
game against Holy Cross. He received an award 
for being part of the 1000th point club. Jake had 
a great applause from the cheering section and 
received the award with his whole family.  Jake 
had 29 points in a really tough loss against rival 
Holy Cross. The Colonels lost 59-54 with Jerry 
Arlinghaus, dropping in 17 with 4 three point-
ers.  The next opponent was a division 1 future 
college player and a good Mason County team. 
Jake had 24 points and Cubby threw in 18 for the 
win. Setty had 24 points, and was a very good 
match up for Jake. The Colonels have districts 
and region coming up, so wish them luck!

Alex Connelly drives down 
the court. 
Photo by: Prestige

Freshman Basketball
Austin Hudepohl

 The freshman basketball team has had a 
great season so far. Their record stands as 14-2 
with three regular season games left and the 
freshman regional tournament. They have the 
confidence they need and hope to capture back 
the freshmen regional tournament.

The team’s two losses came to both 
Lexington Catholic and Louisville St. X. They 
recently had a 53-27 convincing win over the 
Holy Cross Indians which pushes them to an 
eight-game winning streak. They are on a roll 
and look forward to playing in the freshman 
regional. The team is hoping to stay undefeated 
the rest of the season and end the year strong.
 The freshman squad is led Brian 
Radcliff, Ben Heppler, and Mark Schult. These 
three have been leading the Colonels all season 
along with some other key players such as Grant 
Schreiver. Their next game is Friday, January 
21 against Dixie Heights and they hope to get 
another convincing win over the Little Colonels. 
They then play Newport Central Catholic on 
Wednesday, January 26 against a very good 
freshman squad. The freshman Colonels have all 
the weapons they need and look forward to the 
post season. Good luck the rest of the season!

Interscholastic Bowling
Lucas Armor

 The bowling Colonels were coming off a 
big win against 2nd in the region Newport High 
School going into Wednesdays game against 
powerhouse Simon Kenton.
 Going into this game, no one thought 
that the Colonels had a chance to defeat the 
Pioneers, saying that their beating of Newport 
was a fluke. The Colonels proved these people 
wrong by beating Simon Kenton 5-2. Cov. Cath. 
swept the Pioneers in the first two games to give 
them a 4-0 lead. Their best game was a 554 with 
the help of senior Tyler Mairose’s 213. Simon 
Kenton pulled out two wins in the two baker 
games, but still not enough to stop the Colonels’ 
from winning the match. It was a great bowling 
performance by the Colonels that showed they 
can bowl with anyone in the region. Senior Jake 
Vogt said, “Yeah I thought we really put all the 
pieces together for this game. Even when Simon 
Kenton bowled a good game we just bowled a 
better game. I just hope we come out the same 
way against Dixie.”
 The Colonels’ overall record is now 
28-21. Their player with the highest average is 
senior Josh Bayless with a 182.69. They are all 
getting better but Coach Kaelin still thinks there 
is much room for improvement. 
 The Colonels then went on to play the 
number one in region Campbell County Camels 
on Thursday, January 27th. Unfortunately, the 
Camels proved to be too much to handle as the 
beat the Colonels 6-1. The Camels swept the first 
four games to make their lead 4-0 going into the 
baker games. The Colonels muscled out a win of 
210-200 in the first baker game, but fell 155-177 
in the 2nd baker game. Campbell County’s final 
pin count was an astounding 2706, while the 
Colonels only had 2420. Sophomore standout 
David Zalla had an astounding game of 227 in 
the loss, so there is still hope for this Colonel 
team. Hopefully, the Colonels can take this loss 
as motivation to beat their next opponent, the 
Boone County Rebels, on February 1st.

Senior Star Jake Thelen

Varsity Basketball Coaching Staff

Josh Bayless bowls a strike
Photo by: Jake Vogt
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