
Ms. McDonald’s English IV Honors Summer Assignment 

1. Please procure, read, and annotate Brave New World by Aldous Huxley. 

2. Be ready for a reading check quiz when you come back to school. 

3. You will have to take a test and write an essay on the novel after we discuss it in detail. 

4. Read the background information below before you read the novel 

Aldous Huxley (1894-1963) 

 Born in Godalming, England 

 His parents were well-educated and wealthy. Huxley’s father, Leonard Huxley, was the son of 

Thomas Henry Huxley, a well-known biologist who earned the nickname “Darwin’s bulldog” for 

championing Charles Darwin’s evolutionary ideas. His mother, Julia Arnold, was related to the 

nineteenth-century poet Matthew Arnold. 

 When Huxley was a child, he contracted an eye disease that severely impaired his vision, and 

Huxley describes this as the single most important event in his life because it inspired him to 

acquire as much information as possible  

 Attended preparatory school, and earned his degree from Balloi College in Oxford 

 In 1921, Huxley’s first novel, Chrome Yellow, was published 

 In addition to novels, Huxley wrote many essays, but he is best known for his novels: Point 

Counter Point (1928), Brave New World (1932), Eyeless in Gaza (1933), and After Many a Summer 

Dies in the Swan (1939). 

 Huxley died November 22, 1963, the same day that John F. Kennedy was assassinated 

Brave New World 

 Brave New World combines Huxley’s skill for satire with his fascination of science to create a 
dystopian (anti-utopian) world in which a totalitarian government controlled society by the use of 
science and technology.  

 Brave New World deals with similar themes as George Orwell’s famous novel 1984.  

 When BNW was published, it was called a “book of ideas” because it tended to deal more with 
ideas than plot or characters 

 As utopian fiction, BNW explores what might or could happen as a result of technological 

advances and the dangers that they could cause. 

 One of the biggest dangers Huxley sees is the modern world’s obsession with happiness. In Brave 

New World, he explores a world that enjoys an external, materialistic, and sensual happiness but 

has lost the sense of internal happiness that comes from passions, intellectual interest, and 

spirituality. 

 Another area of concern to him was the area of genetic and psychological engineering and 

manipulation.  In BNW, he presents to his readers a world in which humans, produced in bottles 

on an assembly line, are bred with specific characteristics according to predetermined 

specifications. He also creates a world that demonstrates the power of conditioning human 

behavior to brainwash people to follow the desires of a central government. 

 


