
 With Highlights of State in their Dreams

PAGE 2: rEVIEWS      PAGE 3: Editorials  PAGEs 7-8: IBL   pAGE 10: hONoRABLE mENTIONS

COvington Catholic

Ja
nu

ar
y

20
18

VOlUME XXX - ISSUE  5

Blue Print

2017: A Year in Review
Nicholas Dinkens
     As 2017 comes to an end, it is time to look 
back at the stories and news that defined the 
past year. There is much to cover, but at a high 
level these are the issues and events that stand 
out to us as a society.
     The first year of Donald Trump’s presidency 
was marked by high tensions as the country and 
world reacted to a new man in the Oval Office. 
Trump’s proposed travel ban spent months be-
ing litigated in court, a push to repeal Obam-
acare failed, Republicans rallied around a tax 
bill, Neil Gorsuch was sworn in as the newest 
Supreme Court justice, the U.S. exited the Paris 
Climate Accord, and a court blocked Trump’s 
transgender military ban. Those policy ups 
and downs were at times overshadowed by the 
turmoil in the White House that included the 
departure of 12 high-level staffers during his 
first six months in office and an ongoing inves-
tigation into Russia’s involvement in the 2016 
presidential election that resulted most recently 
in former Trump national security adviser Mi-
chael Flynn pleading guilty to lying to the FBI.
     Terror at home and abroad: The October 
shooting into a Las Vegas music festival was 
the deadliest mass shooting by an individual 
in the United States—58 people died and 546 

more were injured. The small town of Suther-
land Springs, Texas, was rocked when 25 were 
killed in a church shooting. Eight lost their 
lives when a truck driver drove his vehicle into 
a crowd in lower Manhattan. Terror attacks 
were also carried out in Manchester, Barcelona 
and other cities across the globe.
     Accusations of sexual harassment hit lead-
ers in nearly every industry, most notably Har-
vey Weinstein, Matt Lauer, Charlie Rose, Louis 
C.K., James Levine, Roy Moore, John Cony-
ers, Al Franken and so many others. #MeToo 
became a symbol for the scores of women (and 
men) who came forward to tell their stories 
of mistreatment, harassment, abuse and rape. 
     High-profile protests by NFL players, 
against racial inequality, and a debate over 
Confederate monuments took place in many of 
the cities where the controversial statues stood. 
     Natural disasters plagued communities 
across the world. In the U.S., it was Hurri-
cane Harvey, Hurricane Irma and the wild-
fires in Northern California that caused 
some of the most devastation to Americans.. 
     In the world of sports, the Astros achieved World 
Series glory, Tom Brady led the Patriots to a his-
toric comeback win in Super Bowl LI, and the 
Golden State Warriors captured the NBA title. 

     In entertainment, Game of Thrones, Will 
& Grace, The Handmaid’s Tale and Insecure 
made waves on the small screen, while La La 
Land, Wonder Woman, Lady Bird, Beauty and 
the Beast and Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 
did the same on the big screen. Taylor Swift 
returned with Reputation, Cardi B upended 
Swift on the charts, and Jay-Z‘s 4:44 sparked 
a larger cultural conversation. Books by Joe 
Biden, Hillary Clinton, Roxane Gay and Ka-
zuo Ishiguro were widely acclaimed, while a 
500-year-old painting believed to be by Leon-
ardo da Vinci sold for a record $450m. The illu-
sive Banksy decorated more public spaces and 
Yayoi Kusama‘s polka dots were mesmerizing. 
     We also remember the stars who have 
died this year. We bid farewell to Roger 
Ailes, Jerry Lewis, Mary Tyler Moore, Fats 
Domino, Chuck Berry, Tom Petty, Bill Pax-
ton, Sam Shepard and too many others. 
     Remember 2017 in full in our Year in Re-
view magazine that includes the year in politics, 
conflict and tragedy, scandal and controversy, 
business and tech, natural disasters, sports, 
big ideas, TV, music, books and culture, film, 
gaming, celebrity weddings and break-ups and 
goodbyes.

Matthew Dietz
 Arguably one of the greatest traditions at Covington Catholic High School is the annual March for Life that CovCath students and staff at-
tend. Once a year in the middle of winter, more than 150 Colonels board multiple buses, and head to the jewel of our country, Washington D.C., to 
hopefully one day make all types of abortion illegal in the United States of America.
 Directed annually by our student counselor, Mr. Rick Flesch, the March 
for Life has increased in popularity over the years. In fact, it has increased so 
much that over 150 students attended in 2018, filling four buses. The trek to 
Washington began around 8:00 PM on the evening of January 18th, a Thursday 
night. After saying the rosary, with Mr. Andolina, who is also known as “Coach 
A” around CovCath, the bus departed and the students began an almost 8-hour 
bus trip that enabled them to arrive in D.C. early on Friday morning.
 Once in Washington, students and chaperones were able to see and do 
many entertaining things, starting with a rosary and mass with the entire Dio-
cese of Covington. Following mass, the Colonels trekked onward to the Capitol 
Building, where they met Senator Thomas Massie, and listened to a speech on 
the steps of the Capitol Building. While there, Massie was in obvious awe of the 
spirit that we possess at our school, and rewarded several lucky students with 
pocket Constitutions, and then participated in the “Roller Coaster cheer”. 
 One of the funniest highlights of the trip was when students decided it 
would be hysterical to try to run across the Reflecting Pool, before the ice that was frozen over it melt. Many failed, becoming incredibly cold and 
wet in the process, but still had fun while doing it, and hanging out with their classmates and friends. 
 Kyle Richards, a senior at Covington Catholic High School, attended the March for Life this year, and was very impressed by the amount 
of fun he was able to have with it. “The March for Life is for a great cause, and sending so many students to Washington this year, really shows 
how great of a school we have,” Kyle said. He also added, “I encourage all students to give the March for a Life a try next year, and you will not 
be disappointed.

March for Life

Happy New 

Year
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Nate Dinkens
Most classic horror films, 

like Psycho, have more suspense 
and straightforward plots while 
modern movies, like The Sixth 
Sense, are all about the blood and 
gore. Also, in the modern horror 
movie, a romantic twist is included. 
We cannot forget those classics, or 
we would not have the gory, sus-
penseful films that we watch today. 
Happy Death Day is one of these 
satirical movies. 

College student, Tree Gelb-
man, wakes up in the dorm room 
of a young man named Carter af-
ter a night of hard partying. He 
had brought her back to ensure 
her safety. Of course, in a mov-
ie like Happy Death Day this 
sort of character detail of what 
should be common human decen-
cy means Carter is the nice guy. 
 Tree goes back to her so-
rority house the next morning 
and encounters a bunch of things 
along the way. Someone wants her 
signature on a petition; a hipster 
glares at her over his sunglasses; 
the sprinklers turn on; a car alarm 
goes off; a frat pledge passes out 
during hazing. These events keep 
replaying over a dozen times. 
 Before then, Tree gets 
back to her house, where view-
ers meet the sorority’s annoying 
leader, Danielle, and Tree’s room-
mate Lori, who has baked Tree a 
single cupcake for her birthday. 
Tree experiences a rather eventful 
day—running late to class, hav-
ing a relationship with her teacher/
lover Gregory, ignoring calls from 

Nick Dinkens

     Wonder is the kind of movie that should be shown to young and old 
as a life lesson about how to deal with people who appear to be differ-
ent. It has a wonderful message about tolerance, acceptance, understand-
ing and respect. There is no guarantee the message would register with 
all moviegoers, but social ignorance can be cured one person at a time. 
     Too often films that offer such lofty visions are presented in a de-
manding way. Wonder is not one of those movies. Director Stephen 
Chbosky manages to make some important points while not sacri-
ficing the entertainment elements. He does this through a script lov-
ingly based on the best-selling book by R.J. Palacio and a cast 
that can deliver emotional moments without being melodramatic. 
     Auggie (Jacob Tremblay) has been homeschooled all his young life 
by his mom (Julia Roberts). That was necessary because of the physi-
cal complications the youngster was born with that required him to have 
a long string of surgeries to correct many of the problems. The young 
boy still has some facial deformities that often get negative reactions. 
     It is decided that middle school is the perfect time for Auggie to start 
attending classes with other children. He has the support of his family 
— including the coolest dad on the planet (Owen Wilson), and a loving 
sister (Izabela Vidovic) who has had to deal with being an afterthought 
in the family, as all energy has been focused on Auggie. That support 
is needed as Auggie faces both cruel reactions from many of his class-
mates and an ostracizing because the youngsters fear his medical con-
dition is contagious. The brutal and mean treatment of Auggie reaches 
such a high degree it is seen as the worst case form of bullying possible. 
     The only hope is Auggie can win over a few classmates. That starts 
with Jack (Noah Jupe), who goes from being a fellow student urged by 
his mother to be kind to Auggie to understanding the rules of regulations 
of being a true friend. Even that friendship is not an easy path to follow. 
     It is obvious the central character of Auggie (Jacob Tremblay) has 
to deal with the cruel way people react to those who look dramati-
cally different. But it becomes clear that the pain of feeling like you 
do not belong, the need for some form of validation and the struggle 
to deal with the hardships even when they are not apparent, is some-
thing that more than one little boy with medical problems has to face. 
     All the family and friends stories go together to make Wonder more 
than just a feel-good story. It is a reminder that everyone must deal with 
their own demons, even if they are not obvious ones. How we help and 
treat each other is what defines the humanity in the world.

Message of Life
Satire thriller

JD Smith
Hip-Hop and Rap artist 

Drake is making history again as his 
new single, “God’s Plan” broke the 
Spotify streaming record over the 
course of a day. On Friday, January 
19th the song was streamed over 14 
million times on Spotify and put up 
similar numbers on Apple Music. 
Drake takes the record from Taylor 
Swift and her song, “Look What 
You Made Me Do.”  Obviously this 
is no small accomplishment and it 
is easy to say when Drake releases 
music it is about as anticipated as 
any artist in the music industry.  

The song lyrically is very 
similar to much of Drake’s previ-
ous music. He spends time talking 
about how he has to tune out all of 
the haters, and let God help him live 
his life. Drake says, “God’s Plan, 
God’s Plan. I can’t do this on my 
own ayy, no ayy.” Helped by the 
endorsement of LeBron James and 
Odell Beckham Jr., who both post-
ed videos to Instagram listening to 
the song, God’s Plan flew to the top 
of the charts and spent the week of 

Harris Disken
 No matter who you are or what are into, everyone has got to love 
video games. From sports and action to trivia and challenges, everyone has 
played something along these lines. Every so often a special game comes 
around that brings friends together for healthy competition and the who 
is better than who question. In my opinion, this sense of gaming has been 
lost for many years, ever since the release of the game Modern Warfare II, 
created by the makers of Call of Duty.
 Great news for you gamers out there…that feeling, is back baby! 
Everyone who is anyone has heard about the new game Fortnite. Created 
by the company Epic Games, Fortnite brings back the competition and 
teamwork that we all missed so much. Fortnite is a battle royal type game, 
meaning it is everyone versus each other. The game starts with exactly 100 
players. You first load into the battle bus, which is a big hot air balloon, and 
fly over the island where the game is played. While you are in the air, you 
must choose where you will parachute down. Each place on the map has a 
specific name. Once landed, the madness starts. Immediately the rush for 
a weapon becomes the player’s number one priority. If you have seen the 
movie The Hunger Games you have a better idea about what I am talking. 
From this point the game turns into a battle of strategy killing those around 
you and outliving the others. With only 200 health per person, this game 
can get very tricky.
 Oh yea, I forgot to mention the best part about this game, it’s free! 
Fortnite is free to anyone with Xbox, PS4, or PC. All you simply have to 
do is download it! If I had to honestly rate this game it would no doubt be 
a 9.9/10 because there is obviously always room for improvement. 

Free Video Game
Breaking Records

her father, having a lunch meeting 
with her sorority at which a sister is 
fat-shamed, dodging college sports 
fans, and then getting murdered by 
a masked person with a large knife. 
At that point, she wakes up in Cart-
er’s dorm room again, and it replays. 
 The directors know that you 
know what you have signed up for, 
so they very carefully and somewhat 
cleverly introduce their suspects in 
that first day. Is it the rival sorority 
girl? The reserved roommate? The 
older teacher or his wife? Someone 
else you spot that first day? Most 
viewers will be playing the guess-
ing game immediately, and that is 
where Happy Death Day starts to 
get interesting.

Happy Death Day was defi-
nitely an entertaining film to watch. 
Although Happy Death Day pre-
miered on Friday, October 13th, 
this movie was more humorous 
than a thriller. It had a lot of great 
moments and some of these one-
liners, knee-slappers. The acting 
was solid with great acting as well 
as a romance that will make your 
heart flutter. While some may have 
considered this movie a “dud”, be-
cause it was not “exactly like the 
movies it portrayed,” I would have 
to disagree because it is  satirical. 
Yes, this movie played a twist like 
in every other horror movie, but it 
was a unique combination and did 
an excellent job of keeping me on 
the edge of my seat, waiting to see 
what would happen next, and that 
ending was amazing. I would defi-
nitely recommend it.

January 21st on top.
The song was part of a small 

album that Drake released titled, 
“Scary Hours” which also topped 
the sales charts the week of release.  
The album only featured two songs, 
but was still widely successful due 
to the popularity of both songs.  
Along with “God’s Plan,” the only 
other song in the Album was titled, 
“Diplomatic Immunity.”  The song 
was not as popular as its counter-
part, but still gained enough recog-
nition to rise to the top of the iTunes 
charts of Hip-Hop.  

These songs both help ce-
ment Drake as one of the most suc-
cessful faces in Hip-Hop and also 
music in general.  With over 35 
million followers on Twitter and 40 
million followers on Instagram it is 
clear that his music and image has 
reached many people and places 
throughout the world.  Hopefully, 
he will use his platform to continue 
to entertain people with his music, 
and also be an example for all the 
youth that listen to his music.  
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Justin Colvin
 On May 24th 1989, rap sen-
sation Gerald Earl Gillum, better 
known by his stage name G-Eazy, 
was born. Twenty-eight-year-old G 
Eazy is an American rapper and re-
cord producer from Oakland, Cali-
fornia. His first major-label album, 
These Things Happen, was released 
on June 23, 2014. Ever since that 
album was dropped G Eazy never 
looked back, now having two top 
ten hits and 12 songs on Billboards 
Performance Chart and upwards 
of 32 million monthly listeners on 
Spotify. Reportedly his net worth 
currently sits around one million 
dollars. He was not always this pop-
ular or wealthy, though. 
 After his parents split when 
he was in the first grade, Gerald 

Kyle Richards
 Picture this: you and 99 oth-
er people are stranded on an island 
and must fight to the death. You 
know there can only be one survi-
vor. So what do you do? You decide 
where to drop in, so you can pick up 
some good guns, some shield po-
tions, some materials, and maybe a 
medkit or two. You now begin your 
quest to a Victory Royale.
 Although Fortnite is “just a 
game,” this is as real and as serious 
as it gets. Intense, fast-paced, excit-
ing; these are just a few of the many 
positive words one can describe 
Fortnite with. Played by nearly 98% 
of Covington Catholic students, 
Fortnite has brought us together as 
not only a brotherhood but also as 
a metaphorical fraternity, bonded 
by our common, ultimate goal of 

Rags to Riches for G-Eazy

fortnite: a way of Life
a Victory Royale. “It brought back 
the competition culture we haven’t 
seen since, well, grade school,” 
says 25-time champ Harris Disken. 
36-time champ Chad Gerding ranks 
the game 11/10 and he appreciates 
how Fortnite helps him learn lead-
ership skills, decision making, and 
survival tactics he can utilize in his 
real life. 
The object of Fortnite is, obviously, 
to be the last man standing. After 
you skydive off the Battle Bus, you 
must parachute to a point of inter-
est or a town to pick up what you 
need to win. And when you land, be 
prepared for a bloodbath. 99 people 
will be gunning for you, prepared 
to show no mercy as the chase the 
elusive Victory Royale. However, 
if you land safely and make it out 
alive, possibly racking up a few 

kills along the way, you are all set 
to defeat the rest of the field. 
 The beginning of the game 
is extremely chaotic. The killfeed 
is flooded with deaths of your ene-
mies, dropping like flies, each push-
ing you closer to the #1 spot. As the 
game progresses, the deaths be-
come fewer and farther in between. 
Now, it is not only other players 
you have to worry about. The storm 
is approaching. It shrinks periodi-
cally to push remaining players to-
gether, and if you get stuck in it for 
too long, your quest for the Victory 
Royale will die along with your 
character, slowly. Once you reach 
the end, and see the number of re-
maining players drop into the single 
digits, your heart begins to race. It 
has never pounded like this before. 
All you can think about is seeing 

the last man in the open, shooting 
him with your SCAR, and winning 
the Victory Royale. And when it 
pops up on your screen, there is no 
sweeter feeling.
 As elation fills you, you 
pull out your phone to show your 
Snapchat followers that you are the 
champion. You’re the best. You’re 
the king of the world. No feeling 
can compare to winning Victory 
Royale
 It may be “just a game.” But 
to many, it is more than that. It is 
a way of life. As Chad Gerding so 
eloquently puts it, “This game com-
pletes me. It makes me feel so hap-
py.” And I think everyone can agree 
with him. 

and his brother were raised by their 
mom, who worked two teaching 
jobs to make ends meet. Money 
was tight: all three of them shared 
a room at his grandparents’ house. 
Gerald followed his mom’s exam-
ple and worked for the Top Dog 
restaurant chain from the age of 14. 
“That’s the only way we brought 
money in,” he told Rolling Stone. 
“If I wanted something I had to go 
work for it.”
 He attended Berkeley High 
School, where he started making 
music. He sold mixtapes for $5 out 
of his backpack during his time at 
Berkeley High School. After high 
school he was set on a career in hip 
hop and chose a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in music industries studies 
at Loyola University to help him 

progress. He released several mix-
tapes as digital downloads while 
at Loyola, including “The Tipping 
Point” (2008), “Sikkis on the Plan-
et” and “Quarantine” (both 2009), 
“Big” (2010) and “The Outsider” 
(2011). Gradually his reputation 
grew, and by the time he graduat-
ed in 2011 he had toured with Lil 
Wayne and Drake.
 After graduation, G Eazy 
dropped another mixtape, The End-
less Summer, in August 2011. The 
following year he independently 
released his first full-length al-
bum, Must Be Nice, which peaked 
at No. 33 on the Billboard R&B/
hip hop album chart, and No. 3 on 
the iTunes hip hop chart. He made 
his major-label debut in June 2014, 
with the album These Things Hap-

pen, on RCA. His second album for 
RCA, When It’s Dark Out, dropped 
in November 2015. The album 
debuted at No. 5 on the Billboard 
chart and was certified platinum. 
Its lead single, “Me Myself & I,” 
reached No. 7 on the Billboard Hot 
100 chart (his first Top 10 single).
 His rags-to-riches story is 
one that is difficult to not support. 
G Eazy’s hard work can constantly 
be heard through every verse that 
he creates. For those reasons his 
followers are expecting big things 
from him in 2018. 
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Jack Pelletier
 On January 11th, the Colonels headed 
to Perfect North Ski Slopes to volunteer at the 
Winter Special Olympics. Special Olympics is 
a program set up to help kids with disabilities 
enjoy activities that many take for granted - like 
skiing, soccer, football, basketball, and bowling. 
This year, Covington Catholic sent 15 ski club 
members to help assist over 30 Special Olympic 
contestants.
 Senior Nolan Merten said that he has 
helped at the Winter Special Olympics for the 
past four years. He has been paired up with 
multiple special needs children and remembers 
everyone one with each kid leaving a different 
mark on him. Nolan said this event has helped 
him appreciate things he can do on a daily basis 
more than he use to.
 The Winter Special Olympics has given 
many Cov Cath students the opportunity to help 
others. These events not only make the students 
participating in Special Olympics happy but also 
the volunteers; it is something all will remember.

Another Year of Ski Special Olympics

  JD Smith
 Recently a Covington Catholic student 
was fortunate enough to participate in a local 
youth symphony showcase put on by The Cin-
cinnati Symphony Orchestra. Sophomore John 
Lawrie used the composition skills that he has 
to write a piece that was performed by one of 
the composers of the Cincinnati Symphony Or-
chestra named Brian Nabors.  Mr. Nabors took 
John’s melody and used it to create another 
piece of music.  He was asked to write a mel-
ody based off inspiration by “The Bell Ringer” 
written by Mark Flanigan. John used inspiration 
from this poem to write his own piece titled, 
“America’s Proud Lullaby.” Obviously John’ 
talent was showcased in this composition, as 
he was chosen to be the winner out of  numer-
ous  entries. There were two performances, one 
in January and February that John attended.  
 John’s English class, along with Mrs. 
Ruth, were able to attend the concert at Mu-
sic Hall in late January.  The most memorable 
moment outside of John’s piece was when Ms. 
Kathryn Woolley used one of the Violins of 
Hope. She did her performance using a violin 
played in a concentration camp during the Ho-
locaust, this one from Auschwitz. These violins 
have since been refurbished, but still portray a 
powerful message of how music can transcend 

CSO Composer Guides Musical Dreams
times and situa-
tions. The audience 
was amazed to hear 
an instrument be-
ing played right in 
front of them, that 
may have helped 
people get through 
an unimaginably 
tough situation. 
 The last 
portion of the con-
cert that is of note 
was the perfor-
mance of “Glory” 
from the movie Sel-
ma. The song was 
originally written 
and performed by 
John Legend, with 
a feature from rap-
per Common. Dur-
ing the concert the piece was conducted by Keitaro Harada, the lead singer was Adia Dobbins, and 
the rap portion of the song was performed by Alan Lawson. This piece went along with the theme of 
the whole afternoon, which was using music to “express yourself.”  
 Covington Catholic was well represented by John and his  impressive musical works.  John, 
along with the rest of the performers, set a good example to all of the youth in attendance to be your-
self in everything you do.  
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Drew Hummel
 Hosted by the ESU, the annual National Shakespeare Competition has be-
gun as of January 31. Covington Catholic students wasted no time in preparing 
for the first round of in-school judging. Every year, the students are asked to 
memorize a Shakespearean monologue and sonnet. They then compete against 
their fellow Colonels by presenting them to select teachers. Students are scored 
by how well they were able to memorize, act, and convey the emotion in the 
short excerpts they chose. After the stressful presentation day, the judges care-
fully select the top three with first place moving onto the semi-finals. 
 Out of the 16 participants, this year’s third place recipient was sophomore 
Paul Reynolds. Second place went to sophomore Neil Green. The first place 
winner was Konnor Wilson who decided to present a monologue from the 
Shakespeare classic Hamlet. Each winner is awarded cash from the English De-
partment, and Mr. Wilson will move on to semi-finals. 
 Once there, Konnor will present his two pieces in front of a panel of judges 
that will be filled with everything from Shakespeare experts to college profes-
sors. He is competing against other school’s winners from around the tri-state 

area in hope to take his Elizabethan acting skills onto the final round. Semi-finals will be held on February 24th at the Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park. 
Congrats to Konnor and the other winners and thank you to all who participated this year!

Colonel Represents in ESU Competition

Julian Chapman
Believe it or not, Covington Catholic has an academic team, and they are actually good. Mr. Thaman is the teacher in charge, and he takes the 

extracurricular activity quite seriously. According to him, our best players are seniors Tyler MacKnight, Jack Scharstein, Corey Foltz, and sophomore 
Sam Strange. The team usually meets Thursdays and Fridays for practice and have matches on Tuesdays.

Recently, our Academic Team participated in the Governor’s Cup, a competition unique to Kentucky. District took place in Newport High 
School for the first round. Covington Catholic won 1st in Quick Recall and every round except composition, in which we did not compete. An honorable 
mention should go out to Jim Scola. Jack Scharstein and Charlie Metzger were not able to attend due to illness, but Jim filled in for them in language 
Arts and got first place. Regionals will be held at NDA on the 17th. Go out and show your support for the Academic Team.

not just any cup

Andrew Belton
 For the past 15 years CCH’s literary magazine staff has entered into the NCTE’s Program 
of Recognition Excellence in Student Literary Magazines also known as PRESLM. This encour-
ages all schools to develop literary magazines, inspire excellence in writing and school-wide 
participation in production. Covington Catholic received the rank of Above Average, which is 
an honor to receive. “Over the past 10 years we have received Excellent and Above Average on 
everything we submit,” said Mrs. Ruth. 
 The literary magazine, called Blue Optics,was entered with the theme Spectrum. This book 
is a mixture of art, writing, graphic design, photography, and poetry.  Proudly, every piece in 
this book was made by Covington Catholic students and faculty. The student editor for this work 
was Griffin Lamb. He put the work together and made it look fantastic.The Faculty Advisor was 
Diane L. Ruth who made sure everything ran smoothly and the work was finished on time and 
well to meet the July deadline.
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Blue Optics

Literary Magazine Recognized by NCTE

Cameron Hemmer
 The Northern Kentucky University Tri-State Band is created from nominations sent in 
by students from Kentucky, Ohio, and Indiana. Every year they pick about 170 students to 
participate in the symphony. Students who are chosen to be in the band must learn an entire 
symphony in two days. The event took place at the Fine Arts Center at Northern Kentucky 
University on January 19th to the 20th.
 Senior Blaine Ritz was nominated to be in the band. He was the only member of Cov-
ington Catholic’s Band to be represented at Northern Kentucky University. The conductor was 
Dr. Thomas Rohrer, one of the finest conductors in the country and is also Director of Bands at 
Utah State University. 

Ritz Nominated For Honors Band
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Matthew Dietz
 The Covington Catholic Academic Team has been firing on all cylinders over the 
past several weeks, coming off a first place finish in the District Tournament, and an easy 
win in the Governor’s Cup.
 The District Tournament was a breeze for the Colonels, as led by seniors Jack 
Scharstein, Daniel Howard, Tyler MacKnight, and Corey Foltz, Covington Catholic de-
feated Newport Central Catholic, Newport, and several other schools from around the 
tri-state. The Colonels went on to win by a final score of 7-3.
 By winning the districts, the Colonels qualified for the Governor’s  Cup, which 
normally they would be ecstatic for, but lately, Covington Catholic has been turned off 
by the Cup, saying that there are better alternatives out there. One of those is the NaQT 
format, run by Ken Jennings, which is well-thought out and organized, compared to the 
Governor’s Cup.
 The Colonels have tried to eliminate the Governor’s Cup format over the past sev-
eral Academic Team seasons, but have come up fruitless in their efforts.
 Come out and support the Academic Team as they continue their push for their 
State Title. The team practices on most Fridays after school and Thursday nights, while 
most games and contests are held on Tuesdays.

It’s All academic
Mason Kinsella
 This month the Culture Club was not head-over-
heels busy, but they took this time at the beginning of the 
year to transi-
tion back into 
school. I had a 
chance to talk 
with Culture 
Club President 
Danny Ballow, 
saying that they 
made a trip to 
Hofbrauhaus to 
remember their 
German heri-
tage. “The place was crowded but the music and the food 
was incredible,” said Ballow. 

Hofbrauhaus, being a popular Newport restaurant, 
is very well known for their food and beverages. Person-
ally I have not been there but I hope to visit the place some-
day soon.

With the Culture Club planning new ventures and 
trips each month, who knows where they may be off to 
next.

getting cultural

 Matthew Dietz
 The Mock Trial season is looking for a successful season. The team started training in early August in preparation for their Yale competition, in 
which they finished highly. The Yale competition, which involved schools from all over the nation, the Colonels finished in 5th place. When that was 
over, they waited until October in which the new case would be announced; they immediately made preparations and plans for the case. Senior Will 
Akin says, “It is all going really well. We lost about half their team last year, and everyone who filled in is new, but they’re doing very well. We’re 
definitely a big time contender on the state level.” The regional tournament will be held in Louisville in a next weekend and there is a month after that 
for state.
 There are a couple of ways the team tackles the case. First, they read and digest all of the material so they know which side of the case that all 
the members want to be on and they want to argue. The parts of the team include prosecution, defense, and witnesses. Then after that is all decided, 
they get to writing where they perfect everything they plan on eliciting the witnesses. Shortly after that comes memorization and content tweaking. This 
involves getting everyone off of their notes and doing everything real time (in suits) as they would in competition to find any weak in their case. Plus, 
they try to find any good objections they may be able to use. Right now, they’re in the final stage where they work on acting and different performance 
aspects of the case. In Will Akin’s opinion, “We’re at least the 1, 2, or 3 seed in our region,” which puts them in great position for the state competition 
only a few short weeks following the Regional Tournament.

guilty as charged

terminator tournament
Jack Pelletier
            On Saturday, January 6th, the Covington Catholic 
Robotics Team and almost 40 other robotics teams from 
all over Kentucky ventured to Park Hills, Kentucky, to 
compete in Covington Catholic’s 2nd Annual Robotics 
Tournament.
            For hours, teams battled each other. Two teams 
would go head to head for 3 minutes trying to score more 
points than their opponent. In order to score points each 
team of three to four people would use two robots to move 
cones into designated areas. Before time is up both robots 
had to be parked in designated areas or points would be 
deducted. After the three minutes is over judges would 
count up the points and determine the winner.

            
 After 4 hours of battling, the playoffs started. The 
top 8 teams were selected. Each of the top 8 teams then 
picked 2 other teams from the remaining 24 teams. All 
Covington Catholic teams made it to the playoffs! Un-
fortunately, after tough fought battles Covington Catho-
lic was eliminated. The Winning teams were the Central 
Hardin High School Bruins, the John Hardin Bull Dawgs, 
and the Indian Hill Robotics Club. There was also a de-
sign award given to the John Hardin Bull Dawgs and a 
Excellence Award given to the Milford Exempted Village 
School Great Oaks. Congratulations to all teams that par-
ticipated! Thanks to Luke Eisner, Mason Kinsella and Tim 
Belton who were the emcees for the day.  
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Matthew Dietz
 We have just began the third quarter at Covington 
Catholic High School, and you know what that means: IBL 
season is upon us. This season, there looks to be a high-lev-
el of competition in four grades, but especially in the junior 
league, where a fresh slate of team captains are looking to 
guide their team to the ultimate destination: the Champion-
ship Game.
 The day of the IBL season that is filled with the 
highest amount of anticipation is a day that actually takes 
place before the season even begins: Draft Day. Eight cap-
tains, chosen at random by Mr. Hovan, seclude themselves 
from the influences of the insiders and TV crews and do 
their best to build an ideal Championship roster. This sea-
son’s captains are as follows: Ross Halverstadt, Connor 
Furnish, Jared Silbernagel, Christiano Trojani, Reese Fos-
ter, Ben Jacobs, Mitchell Franxman, and Harry Porras. 
 The first round of the draft was filled with talent and 
explosiveness that we have not seen for a long time, with 
Ethan Cox going number one overall to Team Halverstadt. 
Other high-caliber performers drafted in the opening round 
were Michael Bishop, Jack Coldiron, Sam Schroder, Ben 
Wessels, and Johnny Schuh. Several other potential sleep-
ers were taken in the following rounds, including Casey 
McGinness to Team Foster in the second round, Luke 
Summe to Team Halverstadt in the third round, and Grant 
Hemmer falling into the fourth round to Team Jacobs.
 Week one of regular season IBL action officially 
kicked off on Sunday, January 7th, which featured several 
marquee matchups. The day was filled with excitement, 
drama, and entertainment, but one game in particular stood 
out above the rest, and it happened to be the very first game 
of the evening. The contest pitted Team Furnish against 
Team Halverstadt, with Furnish coming away with the 
56-54 nail-biter. After the game, second-year referee Alex 
Ammerman took heavy amounts of criticism for some 
questionable calls down the stretch. When asked about it 
by players and coaches, Ammo chose to respectably walk 
away.
 The IBL season is just underway, and this season 
promises to be one of the most entertaining we have had in 
recent memory. After taking two weeks off for a snow can-
cellation and a rescheduling of a Varsity Basketball game 
against Cooper at the BB&T Arena, Junior IBL play will 
resume on Sunday, January 28th. For all the highlights, 
news, analysis and more, make sure to follow the CCH IBL 
2019 Twitter page, and continue reading this newspaper for 
updates.

Juniorstop of the 
ladder

Harris Disken
 The pride of the non-basketball players of CCH is the Intramural Basketball 
League!  IBL is an extracurricular activity that has been around for decades.  And, it is 
considered one of the most competitive sports at CCH.  The peak of the ladder is the se-
nior league.  
 The senior league consists of 8 different teams all coached by their individual 
player coaches.  The 8 teams this year are Team France (1-0), Team Schneider (0-1), Team 
Parks (0-1), Team Eten (1-0), Team Thelen (1-0), Team Bode (0-2), Team Pike (1-0), and 
Team Harmon (0-1).  This year’s preseason polls have Team France as an early favorite, 
but Team Pike seems to be putting it together after a strong 1-point win over last year’s 
champions “The Harmon Globetrotters.” Team France shrugged off little competition by 
Team Schneider in a whopping victory.  Team Eten beat Team Parks by 7 points, Nick 
Eten with half the team’s 42 points!  Team Thelen took an easy win vs. Team Bode, and 
Bode fell to the faculty team that same night.  
 With the season getting partially delayed because of bad weather and difficult days 
of scheduling, there have just been a few games under the players’ belts.  Let’s see where 
the chips may fall this time next month.  

Harris Disken says, “It’s all about the warm-up.”

Alex Schneider
 The freshman IBL league kicked off on December 19th with a very loaded draft. 
The first overall pick was Ben Dickhaus who was drafted by Alex Dietz.  Although Ben 
was drafted first many freshmen have confirmed that Josh Summe is the top dawg in the 
league. Josh was drafted by Team Hodge with the last pick in the first round. League play 
started on January 9th and included many tight games and had a top scorer, Alex Dietz 
with 21 points. The next games continued on January 29th and were filled with many close 
games including Team Dietz with a huge win.

Freshman IBL
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Sophomores Bring on the Skills
Blake Shields
 After a month of Sophomore IBL action, we have seen some blowouts and close 
games. Team Brenner is 1st in the league and don’t seem to be stopped as they a +41 PD 
against two of the worst teams in the league. Team Fitz could be looking at some struggles 
as they only have a +5 PD against two of the worst teams in the league. Fitz could be having 
trouble against teams like Brenner, Eiting and Roebker who each have double digit PDs. Eit-
ing could push to the championship with a star such as Molique who has been carrying the 
scoring load with 36 in one game. Roebker has come out on top in some impressive games 
against #5 Vanderschmidt and an easy win against #8 Quinn.
            Brenner (2-0) comes out on top in the league with a point differential (PD) of +41 
with wins against #10 and #6 Jones. The scoring has been coming from Stava who has had 
19 and 15 respectively.
 Eiting (2-0) is 2nd in the league with a +38 PD with wins against #7 Gettelfinger and 
#9 Hycak. The scoring has been coming from Molique who has 36 and 15 respectively.
 Roebker (2-0) is 3rd in the league with a +24 PD with wins against #5 Vanderschmidt 
and #8 Quinn. The scoring has been coming from the team captain Roebker whom has 14 
and 18 respectively.
 Fitz (2-0) is 4th in the league with a +5 PD with wins against #8 Quinn and #7 Gettel-
finger. The scoring has come from Darpel with 15 in the game against team Quinn and the 
team captain with 20 against Gettelfinger.
 Vanderschmidt (1-1) is 5th in the league with a +18 PD with loss against #3 Roebker 
and a win against #10 Smith. The scoring has been coming from Logan who had 9 against 
Roebker and Pierson who had 20 against Smith.
 Jones (1-1) is 6th in the league with a -18 PD with a win against #9 Hrycak and a loss 
from #1 Brenner. The scoring has been coming from Thelen who had 17 against Hrycak and 
also Schlacter and Gardner having 10 each in the loss against Brenner.
 Gettelfinger (0-2) is 7th in the league with a -10 PD with losses coming from #2 Eit-
ing and #4 Fitz. The scoring has been coming from Boydston who had 28 against Eiting and 
Lehman with 28 against Fitz.
 Quinn (0-2) is 8th in the league with a -25 PD with losses coming from #4 Fitz and 
#3 Roebker. The scoring has been coming from Felix and Foust who had 12 and 14 respec-
tively.
 Hrycak (0-2) is 9th in the league with a -38 PD with losses coming from #6 Jones and 
#2 Eiting. The scoring has been coming Lawrie who had 26 and 14 in each of the games.
 Smith (0-2) is last in the league with a -43 PD with losses coming from #1 Brenner 
and #5 Vanderschmidt. The scoring has been coming from Smith who had 13 against Brenner and Schroder 20 against Vanderschmidt. 
 Team Vanderschmidt could be breaking in the top 4 as they have a +18 PD and only lost by 2 against #3 Roebker. They showed their capability 
of being a great team against #10 Smith when they routed them for 20 points. Team Jones could potentially have a shaky season as they beat #9 Hycak 
by only 8 but then got destroyed by #1 Brenner. Team Gettelfinger has had a very tough schedule playing two of the top 4 teams in the league and only 
has a -10 PD. With the upcoming games, we could see Gettelfinger breaking the top 4 potentially. Team Quinn has also had a difficult schedule playing 
#3 Roebker and #4 Fitz and also having a -25 PD. Quinn could potentially move a spot or two as they don’t really have a tough schedule for the rest 
of the season. Team Hrycak and Team Smith could be sitting pretty down at #9 and #10 as they have had some rough games conceding -38 and -43 
respectively.

Get the latest 
devices,
get the best deals.

2420 Baxter Road
Crescent Springs 
KY 41017
(859) 605-4020
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Drew Hummel
 Once again, the world has celebrated the arrival of the New Year. 2018 is upon us, and it brings with it an opportunity for a fresh start. Around 
the globe, people are once again making their New Year’s Resolutions. They are promising to change their lives for the better and put themselves on 
track toward a productive, successful year. 

It seems that, per usual, the majority of resolutions made by U.S. citizens referenced a healthier lifestyle. In fact, 21% of people surveyed men-
tioned living healthier as a part of their resolution. Resolutions can be both broad and quite specific. Alex Schoborg, resident assistant newspaper editor 
at Covington Catholic High School, explained that his resolution for this year is to “turn in his Journalism articles on time.” 

Sadly, this annual tradition is slowly dying. People are keeping resolutions less and less as years go by. Forbes recently reported that only 8% 
of people kept their 2017 New Year’s resolutions by the end of the year. Many do not even bother to make resolutions, knowing they will not be able 
to keep them. The key to keeping a resolution is to keep it simple. Complicated resolutions are too difficult to constantly keep up with and often lead 
to stress and excuses. 

As 2018 begins, let’s hope that everyone sets at least one goal for themselves and does their best to strive for it for many months to come.      

new year, same you

Alex Schneider 
 Martin Luther King Day is celebrated on the third Mon-
day in January to remember the impact he has made on the US 
today. He was born in 1929 when segregation was still around. 
He became a lead activist for the war on civil rights for African 
Americans. He had several successful nonviolent protests in the 
southern states and won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 for com-
bating racial inequality through nonviolent protest. 
 He is most famous for his “I have a dream” speech, which 
he gave on the march in the nation’s capitol Washington, DC. 
The speech made several demands to end racial segregation and 
had tremendous success. King led numerous other peaceful pro-
tests throughout the US before he was assassinated by James Earl 
Ray at a motel in Memphis, Tennessee, where he was to attend a 
meeting later about black sanitary public works employees. 
 Today, people celebrate his work ironically what seems to 
be a new light, but in reality we seem to still be fighting the same 
issues.  

MLK

Average Joes Show up at Mom Prom

Nate Dinkens

Mom Prom is a 
Cov Cath tradition that 
has been going on for 
many years. It is a fun 
event in which students 
get to take their moms 
to a dance. Mom Prom 
is organized by the Par-
ents Club, and each year 
a theme is developed that 
goes along with the spe-
cial event. This year’s 
theme was A Night at the 

Movies, where students 
and moms dressed as 
their favorite movie char-
acters or dressed like they 
were going to a movie 
premiere.

On Saturday, 
January 27, the annual 
Mom Prom was hosted 
at Receptions. The night 
started with a delicious 
dinner consisting of a 
salad, bread rolls, mashed 
potatoes, green beans, 

roast beef, and chicken. 
After everyone settled 
down, some senior moms 
had a special treat for the 
crowd: they did a dance 
routine for everyone. 
They danced to songs 
from movies like the end-
ing song of the Breakfast 
Club and many more. 
When those moms were 
done with embarrassing 
their sons, the seniors 
gathered in back and were 
called out to give their 

moms a corsage. Mrs. 
Santos, the leader of this 
year’s Mom Prom, had 
gathered pictures from 
seniors of a young picture 
of themselves with their 
moms along with a recent 
picture with their moms. 
She did an amazing job 
putting a slideshow to-
gether. As the slideshow  
played, the seniors had a 
special dance with their 
moms. Later, there was 
a dance-off with students 
and moms competing 
against other students and 
moms. A fierce competi-
tion ensued with four win-
ners, one per grade level. 
Trevor Hay (Senior), Ty-
ler Reusch (Junior), Grant 
Disken (Sophomore), and 
Michael Thiel (Freshman) 
were crowned winners. 
Some of the many popu-
lar costumes from movies 
included Star Wars, Top 
Gun, Forrest Gump, Toy 
Story, and the Great Gats-
by. Some of the outstand-
ing costumes included 
Jaws with Max Cochran 

dressed as Martin Bro-
dy and his mom dressed 
as the shark. The Emoji 
Movie was another good 
costume by Nate Dinkens, 
Nick Dinkens, Cameron 
Hemmer, and their moms. 
Also, the movie Sully was 
a funny costume with 
Michael Thelen dressed 
as the plane with a bro-
ken engine, Luke Thelen 
dressed as Captain Sully, 
and his mom dressed as a 
passenger with a life vest.

Mom Prom is an 
amazing event because 
the students get to have a 
fun night of dancing with 
their moms and students 
get to show how much 
they love their moms. Af-
ter all, moms do every-
thing for their sons; they 
deserve to have a spec-
tacular night filled with 
memories.
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Andrew Belton
 Over the Christmas break we had a few Colonels place in the NKY Scholastic 
Writing competition. The topics for the competition were Critical Essay, Dramatic 
Script, Flash Fiction, Humor, Journalism, Novel Writing, Personal Essay/ Memoir, 
Poetry, Science Fiction/ Fantasy, Short Story, Writing Portfolio, and Future New. On 
Thursday, January 18th, they got the results back from the 50 judges. 

Avery Dietz and Joseph Kiely won a Gold Key, which is the highest award you 
can get from the competition moving them on to the national competition in NYC at 
Carnegie Hall. Avery Dietz won his golden key with his Flash Fiction work “Another 
Day at War.” Joseph Kiely won his Golden key with his critical essay titled “The 
Holmes-Watson Adversary: Gothic Edition.”

Our silver key winners were Matthew Allison and Joseph Kiely. This award 
is the second best award one can get from this competition. Matthew Allison won his 
silver key with his Critical Essay titled “The Hound of the Baskervilles Gothic Analy-
sis.” Joseph Kiely walked away with 3 silver keys with his works titled “Forgive-
Ants,” “Their Dance with Death,” and “Reach for the Moon,” 2 being critical essays 
and one a short story. 

Our Honorable Mentions works are fantastic works that were not deemed at the top of the competition. The gentlemen who have the title of  
honorable mention are Luke Hentz(3), Jakob Duerstock, Harrison Farrar, Paul Allison, Will Clark, Nathan Darpel, Avery Dietz( 3), Luke Eliassen, John 
Garvey(2), Neil Green(2), Luke Hentz, John Hrycak, Joseph Kiely(2), Rett Kirpes, Truman Pierson, Paul Reynolds, Jacob Schulte, Martin Suetholz, 
and Tom Voet.

An author that used to write in this competition is named Edwidge Danticat. Since then, she has written several books and is now the judge for 
this competition. Hopefully, some of these writers have the opportunities that this amazing author has had. The award ceremony will be in March at 
Notre Dame Academy. 

writers, poets, and winners

Nick Raisbeck
  Covington Catholic’s proud tradi-
tion of sending its seniors off to colleges 
across the country to continue their ath-
letic careers is thriving in 2018.  In ad-
dition to the many seniors who have 
already committed to universities in vari-
ous sports, four more seniors will cel-
ebrate their athletic scholarships with a 
signing ceremony in the Cov Cath gym-
nasium on Wednesday, January 17, 2018.  
The seniors being honored presently are: 
Jacob Jones: Rollins College, La-
crosse; Noah Reed: Limestone Col-
lege, Lacrosse;  Jack Tally: Otter-
bein University, Lacrosse;  Tyler 
Chandler: Thomas More College, golf 
 It is an exciting time for these four young 
men whose hard work, perseverance and 
talent have provided them with such a 
fabulous opportunity.  They will contin-
ue playing the sports that they love and 
excel at while getting money toward a 
first-class education. The future for these 
young men and the other CCH seniors 

who have already enjoyed their signing ceremonies is brighter than ever.  We are certain their success will continue on and off the field.

Sending ouR boys off!

AF SERVICES
513-375-1302
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Nick Dinkens
 Bowling has become not just a professional kind of sport, but also an active type of amusement and lifestyle. Now mostly everybody enjoys 
playing it, no matter how old or young. Bowling is a hazardous and fascinating game, it is interesting for its centuries-old traditions. Not everyone 
knows, but the game must follow these traditions: the length and handling of the track, weight and size of the ball, special shoes and even the weight 
and shape of the pins. There are many opinions about where bowling was 
first introduced. In different countries, there were found prototypes of balls 
and pins. On every continent of the globe you can easily find all sorts of 
varieties of this game. The rules and the name of games can differ, but the 
essence remains unchanged: the ball knocks the pins. Bowling is an inter-
esting and popular game with a long history that originated in Egypt dating 
back to 5200 BC. In a tomb, archaeologists have found a few small stone 
balls, three pieces of marble and nine thin pins. 
 Covington Catholic does not roll around when it comes to bowling; 
with thirteen members of varsity it is no wonder why the team has had so 
much success over the past few years. The team practices at Super Bowl in 
Erlanger, Kentucky. The head coach is Gary Wagner, who has been coach-
ing the team for five years now, and assistant coaching is Darrin Rump. 
There are five seniors that lead the team including Noah Gastright, Michael 
Reynolds, Tommy Smith, Andrew Topmiller, and Jake Wigger. No juniors 
are on the team, but there are six sophomores which include Will Clark, 
Jared Gallagher, Yifei Li, Dylan McGonegle, Luke Seither, and Ian Ward. 
There are also two freshmen: Jason Reid and Charlie Smith. All together 
they make up a team of thirteen that knocks down anyone in their way.
 On 11/2 the team played Campbell County and lost. On 11/9 the team played Boone County and won. On 11/14 the team played St. Henry and 
won. On 11/16 the team played Scott and won. On 11/30 the team played Cooper and won. On 12/7 the team played Ryle and won. On 12/14 the team 
played Pendleton County and won. On 12/19 the team played Lloyd and won. On 1/4 the team played Dixie Heights and lost. On 1/9 the team played 
Holy Cross and won. On 1/11 the team played Newport and won. On 1/18 the team played Simon Kenton and lost. 
 Over in all the team has lost three times during the whole season out of thirteen matches. Keep up the amazing work, boys, and knock the other 
teams down at state.

set ‘em up, knock ‘em down
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Nathan Dinkens

The AquaColonels ended the 2018 season with the regional and state meet in 
February. There was the preliminary round and final round for each of those meets. Pre-
liminaries is the portion of a competition that determines which swimmers qualify for the 
championship and consolation finals in the events. The consolation finals are final events 
consisting of swimmers who placed in the second tier of swimmers during preliminaries. 
All swimmers were taken to the regional meet and most qualified for the state meet. 

On Friday, February 9, at Silverlake Cov Cath competed in the preliminary round 
of regionals. Regionals was hosted by Highlands this year. Regionals consisted of high 
schools from all around Northern Kentucky from Region Seven competing against each 
other. The high schools include Beechwood, Boone County, Calvary Christian, Campbell 
County, Connor, Cooper, Cov Cath, Cov Latin, Dixie, Highlands, Holmes, Holy Cross, 
Ryle, Scott, Simon Kenton, St. Henry, and Villa Madonna. The top 16 swimmers in each 
event moved on the next day to compete in the finals. The results for the following meet 
are listed below:
Event                                       Place   Swimmer/Swimmers
Boys 200-yard Medley Relay    1st  Pierce Knollman, Partick Merse, Joey Novak, Ethan 
Hanna
Boys 200-yard Freestyle            1st  Ethan Hanna
                                                   11th Connor Ryan
                                                   12th Max Cochran
Boys 200-yard IM                      3rd Patrick Merse
                                                   4th Joey Novak
                                                   9th Patrick Lester
                                                   10th Bradley Kathman
Boys 50-yard Freestyle              7th Calvin Scheper
                                                   17th Aidan Mast
                                                   25th Nick Dinkens
                                                   27th Nate Dinkens
Boys 100-yard Butterfly            4th   Joey Novak
                                                   10th tied with Bradley Kathman and Bret Holt
                                                   16th Parker Knollman
Boys 100-yard Freestyle            6th Calvin Scheper
                                                   20th Mickey Krebs
                                                   22nd Brennan Collins
                                                   32nd Trevor Hay
Boys 500-yard Freestyle            11th Max Cochran
                                                   13th Connor Ryan
                                                   19th Parker Knollman
                                                   22nd Aidan Mast
Boys 200-yard Freestyle Relay  3rd  Pierce Knollman, Bret Holt, Connor Ryan, Bradley 
Kathman
Boys 100-yard Backstroke         2nd Ethan Hanna 
                                                   3rd Pierce Knollman
                                                   5th Bret Holt
                                                   19th Nathan Dinkens
Boys 100-yard Breaststroke       1st Patrick Merse
                                                   8th Patrick Lester
                                                   18th Mickey Krebs
                                                   26th Nick Dinkens
Boys 400-yard Freestyle Relay  2nd  Patrick Merse, Joey Novak, Pierce Knollman, Pat-
rick Lester
 On Saturday, February 10, at Scott High School the dive team competed in re-
gionals. All of the divers from Cov Cath who participated in regionals qualified for the 
state meet. Results for the following meet are listed below: 
Place                     score           Diver
3 (16 points)         466.65       Logan Smith
4 (15 points)         387.35       Ryan Schneider
5 (14 points)         356.75       Max McCauley
7 (12 points)         337.85       Jude Dierker
 On Saturday, February 10, was the consolation finals that consisted of the swim-
mers who scored in the top 16. Cov Cath with the combined swimming and diving score 
placed second in the region with 381 points and Highland in first with 508 points over-
all. This year will be the first year since 1999 that Cov Cath is not first in the region. To 
qualify for the state meet, a swimmer has to score in the top 40 out of all 9 regions in 
Kentucky. The results for the following meet are listed below:
Event                                       Place   Swimmer/Swimmers
Boys 200-yard Medley Relay    1st  Pierce Knollman, Partick Merse, Joey Novak, Ethan 
Hanna
Boys 200-yard Freestyle            2nd  Ethan Hanna
                                                   9th Max Cochran
                                                   12th Connor Ryan
Boys 200-yard IM                      2nd Patrick Merse
                                                   5th Joey Novak
                                                   9th Patrick Lester
                                                   10th Bradley Kathman
Boys 50-yard Freestyle              7th Calvin Scheper
Boys 100-yard Butterfly            3rd Joey Novak
                                                   12th Bret Holt
                                                   13th Bradley Kathman
                                                   16th Parker Knollman
Boys 100-yard Freestyle            7th Calvin Scheper
Boys 500-yard Freestyle            10th Max Cochran
                                                   14th Connor Ryan
Boys 200-yard Freestyle Relay  3rd Calvin Scheper, Patrick Lester, Bret Holt, Pierce 
Knollman
Boys 100-yard Backstroke         1st Ethan Hanna 
                                                   3rd Pierce Knollman
                                                   5th Bret Holt

Boys 100-yard Breaststroke       1st Patrick Merse
                                                   7th Patrick Lester
Boys 400-yard Freestyle Relay  3rd Patrick Merse, Joey Novak, Pierce Knollman, Ethan 
Hanna
 The swimmers and divers that qualified for state were Pierce Knollman, Joey 
Novak, Patrick Merse, Ethan Hanna, Patrick Lester, Bret Holt, Bradley Kathman, Max 
Cochran, Calvin Scheper, Connor Ryan, Logan Smith, Jude Dierker, Max McCauley, and 
Ryan Schneider. The seniors that are went down to state to support the team were Nick 
Dinkens, Nate Dinkens, and Sam Schuh.

February 22-24 at the University of Louisville, Cov Cath competed in the pre-
liminary and finals of the KHSAA state championship. State consisted of high schools 
from all around Kentucky competing against each other. The high schools include Adiar 
County, Anderson County, Apollo, Ashland Blazer, Ballard, Beechwood, Boone County, 
Bourbon County, Bowling Green, Boyd County, Boyle County, Bryan Station, Campbell 
County, Christian Academy, Collins, Community Christian Academy, Connor, Cooper, 
Cov Cath, Danville, Dixie, duPont Manual, Eastern, Elizabethtown, George Rogers Clark, 
Greenwood, Henderson, Henry Clay, Highlands, Holy Cross, Hopkinsville, John Harden, 
Johnson Central, Lafayette, Lexington Catholic, Lexington Christian Academy, Lincoln 
County, Louisville Collegiate, Madison Central, Madison Southern, Madisonville North, 
Male, McCracken County, Meade, Model, Montgomery County, Murray, North Hardin, 
North Laurel, North Oldham, Oldham County, Owensboro, Paducah Tilghman, Dunbar, 
Russell County, Russellville, Ryle, Sayre, Scott County, Scott, Shelby County, Simon 
Kenton, Somerset, South Laurel, South Oldham, South Warren, St. Henry, St. Xavier, 
Tates Creek, Trinity, West Jessamine, and Woodford County. The top 16 swimmers in 
each event moved on the next day to compete in the finals. The results for the following 
meet are listed below:

Diving Prelims
Place                     score           Diver
5                           185.75    Logan Smith
16                         165.25    Max McCauley
18                         163.00    Jude Dierker
39                         65.15      Ryan Schneider

Diving Semi-finals
Place                     score           Diver
4                          304.05    Logan Smith
15                        255.20   Max McCauley
16                        248.40   Jude Dierker

Diving Finals
Place                     score           Diver
3 (16 points)    415.90   Logan Smith
10 (7 points)    370.65  Jude Dierker
14 (3 points)    349.40  Max McCauley

Swimming Prelims
Event                                       Place   Swimmer/Swimmers
Boys 200-yard Medley Relay    4th Pierce Knollman, Partick Merse, Joey Novak, Ethan 
Hanna
Boys 200-yard Freestyle            7th Ethan Hanna
Boys 200-yard IM                      11th Patrick Merse
                                                    13th Joey Novak
                                                    24th Patrick Lester
                                                    33th Bradley Kathman
Boys 100-yard Butterfly            18th Joey Novak
Boys 200-yard Freestyle Relay  14th Calvin Scheper, Patrick Lester, Bret Holt, Pierce 
Knollman
Boys 100-yard Backstroke         6th Ethan Hanna 
                                                   11th Pierce Knollman
Boys 100-yard Breaststroke       6th Patrick Merse
                                                    27th Patrick Lester
Boys 400-yard Freestyle Relay  7th Patrick Merse, Joey Novak, Pierce Knollman, Ethan 
Hanna

Swimming Finals
Event                                       Place   Swimmer/Swimmers
Boys 200-yard Medley Relay    4th Pierce Knollman, Partick Merse, Joey Novak, Ethan 
Hanna
Boys 200-yard Freestyle            8th Ethan Hanna
Boys 200-yard IM                      10th Patrick Merse
                                                    13th Joey Novak
Boys 200-yard Freestyle Relay  15th Calvin Scheper, Patrick Lester, Bret Holt, Pierce 
Knollman
Boys 100-yard Backstroke         7th Ethan Hanna 
                                                   14th Pierce Knollman
Boys 100-yard Breaststroke       8th Patrick Merse
Boys 400-yard Freestyle Relay  5th Patrick Merse, Joey Novak, Pierce Knollman, Ethan 
Hanna

 Overall the Colonels did well at State, but not as well as the past few years. The 
Colonels placed sixth overall with  out of 38 teams. In the regular season the Colonels 
places in the following:
1st- Scott Invitational, Simon Kenton Sprint Meet
2nd- Catholic Cup, Sycamore, Scott Eagle Classic, Conference
The 2017-2018 season has been a great season with many great wins and memories, be-
ing second in the region and sixth in the state. Lets see what next year holds for team. Go 
Colonels!!!

Swimming Wraps the Season at State



Kyle Richards
 The one thing the Colonels have on their mind this season? Revenge. 
 After losing to Cooper in the Regional Finals last season, the Colonels are eager to play them again. They have already played them twice – once 
a loss at the King of the Bluegrass Tournament, and once a win at the Bluegrass Buckeye Classic. But the most important game, the one every 9th Region 
basketball fan is hoping for, the tiebreaker, is the Regional Final game. If both the Colonels and the Jaguars made it to this game, it would undoubtedly 
be a battle. Over the course of the past few seasons, Cooper has emerged as Cov Cath’s main rival. This year especially, these two teams are the teams 
everyone has their eyes on – they are the top two teams in the region and two of the top teams in the state. 
 Led by a group of seniors including CJ Fredrick (an Iowa commit), Jake Walter (a Xavier commit), Aiden Ruthsatz (a Christian Brothers com-
mit), and AJ Mayer (a Miami Oxford commit for football), the Colonels boast what many would say is the best Cov Cath basketball team since 2014. 
As we all know, that team won the state championship, and this year the team has a shot.
The 2018 team has drawn many comparisons to the 2014 team. Both teams have one main rival – 2014 Holmes and 2018 Cooper. Both teams are led 
by a senior Ruthsatz donning the number 22. Both teams are ranked #1 in the region. And both teams have one huge goal in mind – revenge (and a state 
championship).
 The 2013 basketball team lost to Holmes in the Regional Final. In 2014, the Colonels topped the Bulldogs in the Regional Final on their way to 
winning the state championship. In 2017, the same way it happened in 2013, the Colonels lost to Cooper in the Regional Final. Though it is not certain 
yet, Cov Cath fans everywhere hope, and believe, that history will repeat itself and the Colonels will once again beat their rivals en route to a state 
championship. 

revenge served hot

Drew Hummel
A new basketball season has started and along with 

the Varsity team, the JV team has had great success thus 
far. The Colonels started out strong with an win in Central 
Kentucky against Lexington Catholic They pulled away 
a close but hard fought win against the Knights, topping 
them by one point in a final score of 44-43. 

As the Colonels continued through their sched-
ule, sophomores Neil Green and Grant Disken proved to 
be standouts for the team. They have coasted through big 
teams, beating Moeller 51-28, LaSalle 55-30, and Winton 
Woods 62-29.

More recently, the team took on Campbell County 
High School and once again proved victorious with a score 
of 47-45. Now mid-way through their tough schedule, the 
JV Basketball team remains undefeated (11-0) and plans to 
stay that way.

undefeated Seconds

SPORTS PG13

4-year Wrestlers

Kyle Richards
 Drew Danneman, a senior, has al-
ways been a leader.  Whether it is on the 
football field, as the class president, and 
now as the first ever student broadcaster, 
drew has always been one to put his best 
foot forward. When Athletic Director Mr. 
Bacigalupo needed a student to announce 
sporting events and asked Mrs. Ruth for 
ideas, the first student to come to mind 
was Drew.  As the class president, Drew 
reads the daily announcements, so he has 
the experience of speaking into a micro-
phone.  Coach B agreed Drew would be 
the perfect fit for the job.
 As the Voice of the Students, Drew 
is responsible for announcing sporting 
events and interviewing the players.  He 
asks them questions not only about their 
respectable sports, but also about their fa-
vorite lunches, teachers, and other things 
about school in general.  This connects the 
athletes to the rest of the students and re-
minds everyone that they are more than 
just athletes--they are also their friends 

and class-
mates.  In ad-
dition, these 
interviews get 
students more 
involved in 
sports.  
 As men-
tioned prior, 
Drew is the 
first student 
broadcaster, 
and he knows 
there is a 
lot to learn.  
However, he 
says he is ex-
tremely excit-
ed and eager 
to continue 

his Colonel legacy.  He said that so far he 
loves this job and is making the most of 
his opportunity.  His advice for students is 
to stay in school, study hard, and drink 8 
glasses of water every day.  

Voice of the 
Students 

announced


